the Faces of Boise State
Eighteen who personify 75 years of Bronco pride
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Pearson: ‘It’s been exhilarating’

S

ome things haven’t changed at Boise State since Stacy Pearson was a graduate
student back in the mid-’90s — including the outstanding professors who
she says had her “hooked from day one.” But in other respects, the university
is a different place today than it was when she was going to school.
“It’s been exhilarating,” says Pearson (MPA, ’95), who was appointed the
university’s vice president for finance and administration in 2004 and has worked
at BSU since 1995. “At times it does feel like a roller coaster — there’s so much
going on.”
The physical campus has been transformed over the past decade, with new
construction and building expansions. As that growth continues, Pearson says one
of the challenges is retaining elements of the campus’ architectural heritage while
creating a 21st-century learning environment.
“I love that the [Campus] Master Plan has buildings that open up to the Boise
River, rather than turning our backs to it,” says Pearson, BSU’s highest-ranking
alum.
Pearson sees the campus through the eyes of an alumnus as well as an
administrator. “I worked full time and went to graduate school, just like many
students do today, and I know how demanding that can be,” she says. “It’s important
that we continue to find ways to make the university a welcoming place.”
— Janelle Brown
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“I’ve seen a lot
of positive
changes at BSU.
There is a lot
more diversity
in students,
staff and
faculty. I hope
that Boise State
will continue
to encourage
and maintain
this diversity.”
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Gomez-Frith: Artistic endeavors

A

lumna and art professor Alma Gomez-Frith’s artwork, which has
been exhibited nationally, is influenced by Mexican indigenous
culture and religion. While working on her master’s degrees in art
education (’91) and visual art (’01) at Boise State, her professors encouraged her to learn more about her culture.
That culture is reflected through her mural “Triumph of the Spirit,”
which depicts Boise’s strong Latino heritage and is on permanent display
in the Education Building. Currently, she is completing Boise State’s 75th
anniversary mural, featuring the many buildings and people so prominent
in the university’s history.
For 17 years, Gomez-Frith has worked for the College Assistance
Migrant Program (CAMP), advising Latino students who are pursuing degrees at Boise State. She also teaches drawing classes in the Department
of Art. The lasting relationships she has built with Boise State students
has been the most rewarding part of her career.
Gomez-Frith remembers a smaller Boise State campus, where elementary school children used to play in front of the old Campus School
building. “I’ve seen a lot of positive changes at BSU,” she says. “There is
a lot more diversity in students, staff and faculty. I hope that Boise State
will continue to encourage and maintain this diversity.”
— Melissa Jensen
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Minter: ‘It was on par with the Fiesta Bowl’

T

he turf wasn’t blue yet. It was Dec. 13, 1980, and the green field in
Bronco Stadium was cold and blanketed in fog. It worked to the advantage of the Broncos as they defeated heavily favored Grambling
14-9 and set themselves up for a win over Eastern Kentucky the following
week to claim the NCAA Division I-AA national championship.
“There weren’t 30,000 fans in the stadium, but it was so thrilling that
it felt like it,” says Cedric Minter (BA, education, ’85), who was dubbed
one of the Broncos’ “Four Horsemen” that year. The three-time All-Big
Sky running back, who later played in the Canadian Football League and
for the NFL’s New York Jets, scored a touchdown in BSU’s win over Grambling.
“The way we did it, by coming from behind and defeating them, was
just outstanding,” he says. “It was on par with the Fiesta Bowl. Being No.
1 in the nation was truly a thrill for not just me, but the entire team and
the city of Boise.”
Minter grew up in Boise and dreamed of playing football for the Broncos. His athletic scholarship gave him the opportunity to earn degrees in
special education and elementary education, and he currently serves as
assistant principal at Mountain Cove High School in Boise.
“I would like to see Boise State continue to get bigger, not just the football program but on the academic side,” Minter says. “Bronco Nation’s on
the rise and good things are happening here at Boise State.”
— Sherry Squires
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Keiser: A legacy of leadership

F

or most university presidents, getting fired, which happened to John Keiser in 1991, would almost certainly be a low point in their careers. For Keiser, Boise State’s fourth president, his dismissal by the State
Board of Education and the public outcry and demonstrations that ensued, “made it clear that Boise State
had arrived and couldn’t be pushed around any more,” he says.
In fact, officials from at least three other universities outside Idaho later said they agreed with the fateful
decisions Keiser had made — even though they led to his downfall. “So [the firing] was a good job recommendation for me,” he adds. After he left BSU, Keiser, now retired, went on to serve as president of Missouri State from
1993 to 2005.
During Keiser’s 13 years at Boise State’s helm (1978-1991) he capitalized on the strengths of the institution, to the consternation of some who felt the former junior college was losing sight of its “place” in the state
system of higher education.
In addition to his push to move the Bronco football program to the Division I level, Keiser helped bring both
the Pavilion (now Taco Bell Arena) and the Morrison Center to campus, helped establish the engineering program, and brought National Public Radio to the university.
He also strengthened the university’s relationship with key corporate partners such as Albertson’s, Simplot
and Morrison-Knudsen. He recalls in particular a meeting with the founders of Micron Technology during the
company’s infancy. “These guys came in with a diagram on butcher paper and said, ‘We’re going to make these
[microchips],’” he recalls. “I laughed, but I should have bought stock.”
Keiser says it’s that kind of entrepreneurial and cooperative spirit that area business leaders saw in Boise
State that forged those relationships and helped make the university what it is today. “That’s a spirit that comes
out of a sense of mission and how important education is,” he adds.
— Kathleen Craven
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Wiscombe: ‘Plowing deep while others sleep’

G

asoline was only 35 cents a gallon when Kenny Wiscombe went to
school at Boise State College in 1969. It was a small, commuter
college with a small-town feel at a time when Vietnam veterans were
returning from service to finish their college degrees.
As storekeeper of Facilities, Operations and Maintenance, Wiscombe is
one of the most recognized faces at BSU, having worked on campus for the
past 31 years. (Although those who haven’t seen him in a while might be surprised by his appearance after he recently dropped more than 100 pounds
— the result of a lifestyle change following a bout with a viral illness, which
he has since overcome.)
Wiscombe, who also works a 140-acre farm in Kuna, has seen the valley
change from a rural area to a metropolitan region. He notes that everything
surrounding Boise State has changed, from road systems to housing developments.
Among his favorite memories were his impromptu conversations with
then-President John Keiser. “The campus was growing at a rapid rate and
everyone — staff, faculty and administrators — pulled together to get the
job done,” recalls Wiscombe. “I would often work overtime in those days
and would see Doc Keiser on evenings and weekends. We often stopped to
chat.”
He recalls one of Keiser’s favorite sayings was, “We plow deep while others sleep.” Wiscombe says that same spirit of teamwork and progressiveness continues to be a part of Boise State’s culture.
— Melissa Jensen
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Grow: Watching the campus community blossom

J

erilyn Grow (BA, graphic design, ’04) remembers looking around the student section at the 2001 Bronco
football game against Washington State and thinking: This is a turning point.
“It was the first time I ever saw the student section fill up,” she says. The Broncos lost the game, but that
didn’t matter to Grow, who was studying for her undergraduate degree at the time. The sense of camaraderie was
what was important, she recalls.
Since returning for her graduate degree, Grow has watched the campus community blossom from her post
behind the Student Union Info Desk — a position that has garnered her the longest title in the SUB (Student Activities graduate assistant/Student Union Information Desk and ticket office manager). A few years ago, “we used
to give football tickets away,” she says. “Now I talk during my sleep during football season and recite the ticket
policy. There are people camped out here when we get to work, waiting for tickets.”
But the fortune of the football team isn’t the only thing that has changed since Grow started attending Boise
State in 1999. “I have this vision of my first day on campus: They had not broken ground on Capitol Village, and
there was a dirt parking lot along the street,” she says.
Now the SUB, where she has spent so much time over the past eight years, is undergoing renovations and
expansion. Grow won’t be around to see its completion; she will earn her master’s degree in public administration
in December and move on. “It’s weird to leave, but it’s time,” she says.
As for Boise State’s future? “I hope that the university continues to embrace change, because it’s done pretty
well so far,” she says. “We’re such a young university, and I’m glad that we act young and take chances.”
— Julie Hahn
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Ahmed-Zaid: ‘Happy and blessed’ to be part of BSU

E

lectrical engineering professor Said Ahmed-Zaid still remembers the day back in 1999 when he first learned
that Boise State’s baccalaureate engineering programs had passed accreditation with flying colors. It was a big
event for the 3-year-old College of Engineering — and an early sign of the growth and success the college would
enjoy in the coming years.
“I think it probably quieted some of the naysayers,” says Ahmed-Zaid, who joined Boise State in 1996 as one of
the original faculty hired to teach in the new college. “It showed the state that we were offering very high-quality engineering programs.”
For the past decade, Ahmed-Zaid had been part of an ongoing surge of accomplishments in the College of Engineering, including the establishment in 2005 of the college’s first doctoral program in electrical and computer engineering. “We have a lot of momentum, and I hope we continue to add Ph.D. programs in other departments in the
years ahead,” Ahmed-Zaid says.
Away from campus, Ahmed-Zaid is a leader in Boise’s Muslim community, and in 2004 he was named the recipient of the seventh annual Hewlett Packard Award for Distinguished Leadership in Human Rights.
On campus, working with students remains a favorite part of his job, and winning several teaching awards are
among his fondest memories. “It has been a very rewarding experience,” Ahmed-Zaid says of his years at Boise State.
“I feel happy and blessed to be at this place.”
— Janelle Brown

BSU THROUGH THE YEARS
1932 — Founded by Episcopal Church, Boise Junior
College opens Sept. 6; Idaho Episcopal Bishop
Middleton Barnwell serves as first president

1936 — Dr. Eugene Chaffee named president

1934 — Board of directors assumes management of BJC
after Episcopal Church ends affiliation • BJC holds first
commencement ceremony for 27 graduates
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Dykman: ‘A time of opportunity’

A

llen Dykman was proud to be a member of the class of 1974, the first class to graduate from the newly
named Boise State University.
His fond memories of campus life take him back to his first home away from home, Morrison Hall. Before
additional residence halls were constructed, Boise State’s first coed dormitory had a direct view of the Boise River.
Students constructed a temporary bridge across the river to a small island where they would gather each night for
a campfire.
“I remember taking a wood-cutting trip to Lowman one weekend,” he says. “We got enough wood to supply
firewood for the rest of the year.”
Dykman came from Pocatello to play football for Boise State. His decision turned out positive not only for his
athletic career — Boise State beat Idaho State University that first year 24-3 in front of his hometown crowd — but
also for his business career.
He had business professors who had a profound impact on his future plans, served his senior year as assistant
director of housing, and made close friends as a member of Alpha Kappa Psi fraternity.
“The people I met made a difference in my success later on in life,” he says. “My time at Boise State was a time
of opportunity.”
— Sherry Squires

1940 — Campus moves from original
site at St. Margaret’s Hall to its present
site formerly occupied by Boise Airport

1939 — Boise voters approve creation of Boise Junior
College District; BJC becomes a public institution
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1944 — Aurelius “Buck” Buckner
becomes BJC’s first African-American
student-athlete
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Crofts: Donating time and talent

Y

ou might have run into Jean and Dave Croft once or twice at a Bronco football game. After all, they’ve been
season ticket holders since 1972. But it’s their work behind the scenes that really makes them stand out
in the crowd.
Their love for Boise State dates back to the late ’60s, when Jean, Dave and their young son moved into a threebedroom married student housing dorm that cost $65 a month. Dave was working on his bachelor’s degree in
biology (he graduated in 1967, the first year Boise State awarded four-year degrees), and Jean would follow up the
associate’s degree in science she earned in 1966 with an associate’s degree in nursing in 1982.
Fast-forward 30 years, and the Crofts still haven’t really left Boise State. Dave, a retired dentist, creates and donates custom mouthguards for Bronco athletes — blue, orange and clear are the color choices — and has a workstation in the Caven-Williams Sports Complex. Jean has volunteered hundreds of hours during nearly 10 years of work
with the Gene Harris Jazz Festival.
She is also the unofficial archivist for the football, men’s tennis and basketball teams, creating scrapbooks that
contain nearly every printed detail of each team’s season.
She is planning on at least three books for this year’s football season, and Dave said that he’s looking forward
to yet another season of following the Broncos.
“This community has really stepped up,” Dave says. “It’s just going to get better.”
— Julie Hahn

1946 — Returning World War II veterans
swell enrollment to 855 from a wartime
low of 152

1948 — BJC and eight other Idaho and
Utah schools form Intermountain Collegiate Athletic Conference
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Barnes: Presidential prowess

S

ize matters to John Barnes, who became president of Boise College in 1967. Back then, the small campus
consisted of just a few buildings and most academic programs still operated out of the Administration
Building.
“My first challenge was to fund new buildings,” he recalls. “We were adding [hundreds of] new students each
year and I was hiring faculty like mad.”
Under Barnes’ direction, the school, which became Boise State College in 1969, added several buildings, including the Business Building, Bronco Stadium, Towers Hall (now named for Barnes), the Kinesiology Annex, additions to the Library and Student Union, the Special Events Center and the Science/Nursing Building.
That expansion, he says, was difficult in light of tepid support from the State Board of Education, but he felt it
was in the best interest of the school. “I knew this wouldn’t be a small place for long,” he says.
With the infrastructure firmly in place, he moved on to the challenge of transforming the college into a university, and with the support of the Legislature and then-Gov. Cecil Andrus, Boise State University was realized
in 1974.
“I’m not surprised at all where Boise State is today,” he says. ‘I knew it would happen. … The school has a good
reputation for teaching and a great faculty.”
— Kathleen Craven

1953 —Laura Moore Cunningham donates
pipe organ to Hemingway Center

1958 — Coach Lyle Smith’s football team
goes 10-0 and wins national junior college
championship
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Begay: Boise State was ‘the right choice’

N

adia Begay knew she wanted to attend Boise State from the moment she stepped onto campus. “I just
loved it here, I walked around and I knew it was the place for me,” says Begay, a senior who grew up on the
Navajo Reservation in New Mexico and received a basketball scholarship to attend Boise State.
When she graduates in December with a bachelor’s degree in psychology, Begay will carry with her many great
memories — but perhaps none so sweet as competing in the first round of NCAA playoffs last March. While Boise
State came up short against George Washington University, Begay had a record-setting game, scoring eight 3-pointers to set a school record and the women’s NCAA tournament mark for the preliminary rounds.
“I have learned so many things from playing basketball,” says Begay, who plans to pursue a career as a coach.
“Through my ups and downs, it has always been there for me.”
One of only a handful of Native American women playing Division I basketball in the United States, Begay says
she’s interested in returning to the reservation and coaching girls who might someday increase those statistics.
“It’s been fun being at Boise State, especially these past two years,” says Begay. “It was the right choice
for me.”
— Janelle Brown

1969 — School moves into state system of
higher education and is renamed Boise
State College
1965 — School attains four-year status and becomes
Boise College with implementation of baccalaureate
degrees

1968 — Intercollegiate athletics begins competition at four-year
level • Administrative reorganization creates four schools: Arts
and Sciences, Business and Public Administration, Education
and Vocational-Technical • Honors program established

1967 — Boise State Alumni Association forms • Enrollment
reaches 5,000 • Dr. John Barnes replaces Dr. Eugene
Chaffee as president • First baccalaureate degrees
awarded

1970 — Boise State joins Big Sky Conference
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Mathias: BSU fosters growth of the ‘entire person’

F

ormer student body president Christopher Mathias’ time at Boise State was about much more than an education. It was about his evolution as a human being.
“The last time I had been in school, in 1996, I graduated near the bottom of my class,” he says. “I had not
yet learned the importance of education or life experiences.”
Four years later all that had changed, due in large part to Mathias’ leadership experiences on campus. In 2001,
for instance, he was among a group of students who dined with Jose Ramos-Horta, now East Timor president, who
was a guest speaker on campus.
The dinner, he recalls, was glamorous for a student living in Morrison Hall. “More importantly, though, I learned
you can never know too much about the world, and everyone plays an active role in it either knowingly or unknowingly.”
From his professors — especially Craig Hemmens in criminal justice administration and Todd Lochner in political science — he learned that knowledge is more than just knowing. “It is equally helpful,” he says, “to have a great
learning capacity.”
Mathias (BA, criminal justice administration, ’05) used that advice to graduate from Vermont Law School earlier
this year. And he is now working on his Ph.D. in law, policy and society at Northeastern University.
“Boise State is a place to grow as an entire person,” he says, “not just as a student.”
— Kathleen Craven

1972 — First master’s degrees awarded
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1975 — Enrollment tops 10,000

1974 — Boise State gains university status and becomes Boise
State University • Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society establishes
Boise State chapter • “Year in Spain” program in the Basque
Country initiated

1978 — Dr. John Keiser
named fourth president
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Chyung: Finding the balance between teaching and research

W

hen Yonnie Chyung joined the Department of Instructional and Performance Technology some 11
years ago, her first impression of Boise State was a calm, safe and inviting place.
“I liked that aspect and it was one of the main reasons I wanted to start my academic career here,”
Chyung says. “But now vibrant, exciting or challenging would be good words to describe the university — and
those developments are why I want to continue my teaching and research activities at Boise State.”
Chyung says she believes that the university is making good progress in becoming a center for advanced
research while maintaining a good quality of teaching and student services — a balance she believe is critical
for the university to continue to thrive in the future.
The IPT Department in the College of Engineering has been part of the university’s continuing push for excellence, Chyung notes. Today, there are more than 500 graduates of the IPT graduate program, and many of them
are serving in influential positions in business and industry, governmental agencies, and military services.
“I would like to see the university continue to be a place that feels ‘inviting,’ so that we can fulfill the diverse
interests and needs of the community,” Chyung says.
— Janelle Brown

1982 — Jay Luo, 12, becomes the youngest college graduate in
the nation • University celebrates 50th anniversary
1980 — Football team wins I-AA national championship
• English major and track athlete Karl Knapp becomes
university’s second Rhodes Scholar

1979 — Former student body president and future Hollywood director
Michael Hoffman becomes Boise State’s first Rhodes Scholar
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Schimpf: Standout student reaps scholarships

A

lina Schimpf has spent almost all of her life in Boise, and when she graduated from high school she could
have gone any number of places to further her studies. But she chose Boise State.
It helped that she received three scholarships — the Larry and Karen Arguinchona Honors Scholarship,
the Albertsons Corporation Honors Scholarship and the Science Competition Day Scholarship — to fund her education. Earlier this year she also received the prestigious Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship, rounding out the impressive
streak she began when she came to Boise State in 2004.
But what has kept her here is the opportunities she gets from being in a small but strong department. After
racking up almost 120 credits as a math major, Schimpf decided to add another major: chemistry.
“I like that the chemistry department is small but growing,” she says. “Undergraduates get to be involved in
research, which doesn’t always happen.”
This summer she is an Idea Network for Biomedical Research Excellence fellow in the lab of chemistry professor
Don Warner, doing research that may someday lead to more effective antibiotics and anti-cancer drugs.
But this school year she will face what many might call the ultimate challenge in her college education: She’s
going to take advanced analytical chemistry. Her father, College of Arts and Sciences Dean Marty Schimpf, is the
only professor who teaches it. “He’s pretty tough, from what I hear,” she says with a smile.
— Julie Hahn
1987 — Boise State Radio begins broadcasting National Public Radio programs • Boise State offers
master’s in raptor biology, the only program of its kind in U.S. • English professor Tom Trusky named
one of top 10 professors in the nation by the Carnegie Foundation
1986 — Canyon County Center opens
• Blue turf installed in Bronco Stadium
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1985 — Five schools — Arts and Sciences, Business,
Education, Health Sciences and Graduate — elevated to colleges • School of Social Sciences
and Public
FOCUS
SUMMERAffairs
2007 created

1989 — Enrollment climbs to 12,586, largest in the state

1988 — State Board of Education approves
creation of College of Technology

the faces of boise state

john kelly

Smith: The father of Bronco football

T

he numbers are astounding. With the exception of a portion of the 1950 season and all of 1951 (because of
a military commitment during the Korean War), Lyle Smith was Boise Junior College’s head football coach
from 1947 through 1967. During those two decades the Broncos won 82 percent of their games. They once
won 37 games in a row. Smith’s 1958 team finished 10-0 and captured the junior college national championship.
BJC went unbeaten five others times and had seven one-loss seasons. Smith never had a losing season; his record
was 156-26-6.
The official name of the blue turf in Bronco Stadium is Lyle Smith Field. He is the father of Bronco football.
In his typically modest way, the venerable Smith, 91, credits others for the amazing record he compiled. “We were
very fortunate,” he says. “We had outstanding young men who competed for us. And many of them were successes
off the field later in life. That’s what I’m most proud of.”
Smith and his wife, Eleanor, still attend Boise State’s games. They were the university’s guests for the 2007
Fiesta Bowl, which he called “the experience of a lifetime.”
He has been a part of Boise State for more than 60 years. He is a legend in every sense of the word. “I’m so
very proud of this school and what it has done,” he says.
Likewise, coach.
— Bob Evancho
1992 — First doctoral program, an Ed.D. in curriculum
and instruction, approved by State Board of Education
1990 — Boise-based supermarket chain Albertson’s
contributes $6 million to library expansion • First Martin
Luther King Jr./Idaho Human Rights Celebration held

1991 — President John Keiser dismissed
by State Board of Education; Larry
Selland named interim president

1993 — Enrollment passes 15,000 • Dr. Charles Ruch
named Boise State’s fifth president

1994 — MBA program in Vietnam begins • Football team
plays in Division I-AA national championship game
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Sims: A sense of history

L

ike a proud relative, emeritus professor of history Bob Sims looks at Boise State’s growth and marvels at how
far it has come. Sims came to the university in 1970 and served 29 years as a faculty member and the first
dean of the College of Social Sciences and Public Affairs until his retirement in 1999. He was here for the
transformation of Boise State College to Boise State University, and watched as the institution fought for respect
among its peers.
“The university is at a great place now, but people have to understand that it’s been a struggle,” says Sims, who
still has on office on campus where he writes and conducts research. “Our history was not written on a blank canvas.
There was a lot of background already filled in.”
That background included a sense of being the “poor relation” and the entrenched power of the state’s other
universities, Sims says. “It was difficult for Boise State to really get traction and get going. It sort of dominated my
sense of the place.”
That’s not to say there wasn’t time for personal growth as well. One of Sims’ fondest memories is his 1986 acting debut in John Brown’s Body, a civil rights drama staged in the Morrison Center. The play raised $100,000 for the
Frank Church Chair and the Len Jordan Endowment.
“It was a big event and was during my first year as dean,” he recalls. “And that was big money at the time.”
— Kathleen Craven
1997 — First doctoral degree awarded • College of Technology divided into College of Engineering
and Larry Selland College of Applied Technology
1995 — State Board approves Boise State’s request to
transfer control of undergraduate engineering programs
in Boise • Degree programs begin in Twin Falls

1998 — Residential Honors College established
• First Gene Harris Jazz Festival held

1996 — College of Engineering enrolls first students • Boise
State joins Division I-A athletic ranks as a member of Big West
Conference
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2001 — Boise State joins Western Athletic Conference
• Enrollment passes 17,000
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Otter: From BJC to the governor’s office

I

daho Gov. Butch Otter remembers watching football games from the old wooden bleachers and attending
dances in the old Student Union during his time at Boise Junior College. But most importantly, he recalls a
“revolutionary” change in his approach to academics.
“If it had not been for BJC I would not have gone on to higher education,” says Otter, who attended the two-year
school from 1962-1964 before transferring to the College of Idaho. “Boise State gave me an opportunity to do over
my academic experience, or lack of academic efforts, when I was in high school.”
He has since watched Boise State mature over the years into a major university, an educational and cultural
center for the Treasure Valley.
“I watched five presidents go through there and knew each one of them well,” he says. “They all added a bit of
their character to it, which is the sum of the character of the institution today.”
Otter believes a pivotal moment for Boise State was when he and other Bronco Athletic Association members
took a leap of faith and announced plans to build the Pavilion, now Taco Bell Arena.
“We thought we were going to struggle to raise $3.6 million. We raised $6 million pretty fast,” he says. “It really
said to me throughout that process that Boise State had come into its own.”
— Sherry Squires

2004 — University awards first honorary doctorate
to alum and filmmaker Michael Hoffman

2007 — Micron Foundation contributes
$12.5 million to new business building
• Ada and Canyon county voters pass
community college ballot initiative
• Boise State celebrates 75th anniversary

2006 — Football team finishes 13-0 and wins Fiesta Bowl

2002 — New university and athletics logos unveiled

2005 — BSU West opens in Nampa • Debate and
speech team wins national championship
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