An Ethical
Dilemma?

The Erdangered Species Acl
has sparked 7 fivestorm of
proles! among SOMe groups.
Others. however. have em-
braced it ag 3 way {8 profect
whal may disapgear from ldaks,
fn an effart 1o get & cross-
section of fdeag an tre lngic.
FOEUS aswed five loaho leaders
this question, To whal extent oo
peaple have an obfigation lo
Save a species from extinclion?

By Jeanne Glvens

Maniiest Desliny and the Fndangered
Species Acl are on a collision course that
15 about to explode in the Northwest,

The Pacific Northwest, the sile of wolf
reinfroduetion, spotted owls and salmon
recovery battles, was and is slill one of Lhe
last prear frontiers. Two streams of
philosophy could not be more divergent
than the Nalive American and the
Tesource user, logeer, rancher and herder.
{Ine seas ymimals as 4an coonomic nuisance.

The Mative American philosophy is
simple: Chur brothers and sisters live within
the animal world.

The salmon is a good example as it plays
out its life story in an easy-to-understand
{ormal. The salmon intuitively seeks the
ocean and relurms upriver Lo spawn and
die. Ballered and bruised, sireaked in red
from its long jourmey, il generously offers
itself for fonwd as (ishermen easly catch it
To many Northwest Indian tribes, salmon
is life. A world without salmon is unimag-
inable. There is no place in the Tndian
mind to think of life withowt salman.

Manifest Trestiny, with its drive to
expand territary, left in its wake a way of
Lhinking that [sn't healthy Lor the nalural
wirld — perhaps pood [or Lhe pockelbook
but shallow and withoutl vision for fulure
Benerations.

The present day policy makers will go
on their way without regard for fish, and
animals; afrer all, they don’t vote. And
samething sadly will be diminished from
our world that was so graciously given o
Us 1o protect, O

MNanve American fegnne Civeny is a
former legistater from Coenr ' Alene,

By Most Rev. Tod D). Brown

All species are Gaond's Creatures, We are
nol always aware of the importance of 3
particular species, While there has been
natural destruction of countless spocices,
over time, the gquestion anses: Do we have
a right to cutguess nature by deliberate
acts of huinan neglect which would canse
the termination of a species?

1 would rather not interfere with Gad’s
plan [or life as it is found in nature,

THe Mos Rev. Ted D Brows is the
Rortan Cavholic bishop of Idahe,
Divcese of Hoise



By Mike Tracy

Nature has been knocking animals into
extinction for millions of years. Tn fact,
scientists calculate thal 99 percent of all
species that existed on this planet went
extingt before humans even arrived, which
gives rise to two rules of species survivabil-
ity:

Tirsi: Species wall go extiogt because
nalure has determined it (o be so.

Second: Humans have little ability 1o
change rule number ang.

Where humans can help a species along,
they should do so. Hut at what cost?

The current Endangered Species Act
{FSA) says cost is not a factar and the
U5, lish and Wildlife Service {USFWS)
has tuken thal approach with Lhe spotted
owl and the snails in Idaho. Bul the
gencral public disaprees with that argn-
ment.

That’s why the ESA will probably be
changed during the 104th Congrass,
Peaple, their culture, their livelihoods, and
their social struciure need 1o be calculated
into the equation of saving any species.
Saving a salmoo or a snail doesn’l mean
much to a Family trying Lo put food on the
table and cloihes on their children.

Thiz lack ol commaon sense in the BESA
is why people are rejecting the approach of
the federal agencies trying to push the agt
dowm their throats. And preservation
groups have nsed the spotted owl and
salmon to stop nearly every kind of natural
tesource gelivity in 1daho and the other
western states,

If the ESA had been msed responsibly
by Lhe TTSFWS and the Mational Marine
Fizheries Service, then the act would
probably see little change. But the BESA
has been gbused by the agencies, preserva-
tion proups aod the conrts, 5o it must be
changed to include humans in the cost
equation. O

Mike Tracy is the publie affalrs direcror
for the Idaho Farm Bureau.

By Craig Gehike

The continuing loss of plant and animal
species in Lhe world shoold trigeer alarm
bells in the minds of responsible citizens,
The dying off of animal and plant species
iz telling us something: Ecologicel systems
have been 5o contaminated, degraded, or
disruptad that they no longer support their
nativa wildlife and may not long support
us, either. The faster humans extinguish
other life forms, the mare we imperil
ourselves,

Cvery day humans directly benelit from
the earth’s biodiversily which the Endan-
gered Species Ael is designed to belp
preserve. More thao balf of all medicines
towday can be traced Lo wild organismes.
Some cxamples:

+ The bark of the Tacific yew tree,
found primarily in the old-growth forests
of the Northwest, has been called the most
promising drug in 15 years in treating
ovarian and breast cancer.

+ The rosy periwinkle, a tropical plant,
is a critical coraponenl in the treéatment of
childhood leukemis and Hodgkin®s
disease.

¢ Doctors treéated President Bush's
beart ailrment with digoyin, a drug derived
[rom 4 Evropean wildflower,

« Doctors stabilized Mresident Reagan
after hi was shot with a drog derived from
an Amazronian pit viper,

Only humans have the arrogance (o
deem another living thing useless and
condernn it to extinction. If, as Gandhi
wrole, *The preainess of a nalion and its
moral progress can be judged by the way
its animals are treated.”™ then there can be
few greater measures of our maral
progress than the steength of oor commit-
meni Lo prevent the extinction of fellow
erealures. O

Craig Gehrke is regional direcior of The
Wilderness Society.

By Rep. Helen Chenoweth

The Endangered Speces Act— as it is
cuwrrently written ~— is curtailing a lot of
bard-working people in Idaho from
making 7 living,

As an ldaho resident, 1 heve an
appreciation for the natural resources,
wildlife and Lhe beavily of Idaho, and I
biave a slake in protecting everything that's
here. However, in the future we should
look more into weighing the cost to the
average citizen and looking lor ways
people and wildlile can survive together.

A g member of Lhe task force that will
be reworking the Endanpered Specics Acl,
1 will be closely scrulinizing all aspects of il
and how it will be affecting people of
Idaho. I am defermined to ensure that no
matter what happens with the Endangered
Species Act and the protection of salmon
and other endanpered species, that il will
be Idabo that makes e decisions and oot
the [ederal bursancracy. I am adamant]y
opposcd Lo the [=deral povernment
desiding what's best for 1daho waler,
Idabo land aod Idaho people. O

Halen Chenoweih is o Republican who

represends Idaho's First Congressional
Diserict.
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