Top
oments

ASA
I,IHIVERSITY

-

FOCUS reflects on events that define Boise State's history as a university

Barnes Resigns
It was a slow news day on
May 13, 1977, when Boise
State President John Barnes
issued a terse press release
announcing his resignation.
"I sincerely appreciate the
opportunity of serving as
president for a decade," he
concluded, thus ending his
stewardship of an era when
Boise State began its transition from junior college to
state university. The
school was just two
years removed from
its junior college era
and had just been
admitted into the
state system of
higher education when
Barnes came to
Boise from
Arizona Western
in Yuma in 1967.
Barnes immediately began the
task of developing the
academic and
physical
infrastructure needed
by the new
four-year
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college, which was experiencing breakneck growth.
He hired new faculty,
developed curriculum,
drafted a building plan,
lobbied legislators and
raised funds.
Barnes was aggressive~
some say ultimately too
aggressive for the State
Board of Education's taste
-in his drive to develop
the new school into a
university. Regionalism ran
rampant as the upstart
school in Boise began to
threaten the established
order. As the new kid on
the higher education block,
Boise State under Barnes
was frequently cast in the
villain's role, as the
budget pie now had
to be cut between
three major
institutions.
But Barnes
persevered.
Master's
degrees were
added to the
curriculum
mix, new
buildings
sprang up and
the school's
operating
budget began to

grow. Barnes started an alumni
association and a foundation
for private fund-raising, and
developed a high-profile
athletic program.
During those formative
years of the Barnes presidency,
Boise State developed the
basic university administrative
structure that is still in place
today.
It was widely said upon his
resignation that Barnes was
ideally suited for the task at
hand. Like the community and
university he led, Barnes was
relentless, visionary and
impatient to succeed.

From his participation in student
stunts, len, to his farewell
commencement speech, above,
President John Barnes was
building a bener Boise State.

And then ...
After Barnes resigned, it fell
to Academic Vice President
Richard Bullington to run the
school while the state board
found a new president. In 1978,
the board hired John Keiser,
who built on what Barnes had
developed in the previous
decade.

Broncos Win!
It's still considered the
defining moment in Boise State
sports: quarterback Joe Aliotti
lofting a touchdown pass to
tight end Duane Dlouhy in the
game's closil}g seconds to win
the 1980 NCAA Division 1-AA
national football title, 31-29
over Eastern Kentucky.
Before 1980, tbe football
program had continued the
tradition of excellence started
in its junior college days, but
the school's lone national
championship came in 1958.
Until that memorable game
in Sacramento, Calif.

Pavilion Opens

The Pavilion has served as
Boise State's open door to the
The nationally
community since it was built
televised title victory
in 1982.
gave Boise State
In years prior, the
immeasurable
thousands who regularly
exposure, and the
made their way to spectator
Broncos continued
sports, concerts and
their winning ways
conferences on the Boise
for several years.
State campus found few
entertainment options.
But in 1986 and -again in 1992 and ~
Bronco Gym- the
1993, Boise State
campus' largest
posted losing
venue at the
seasons.
time-held
There was a
only 3,600
brief return to
people. But
the program's
fearing for
glory days in
public
1994 when the
safety, fire
Broncos went 13-2
marshals
and returned to the
closed the
1-AA national champigym to
onship game, only to
Coach Jim Criner celebrates concerts in
lose 28-14 to Youngthe late
the Broncos' national
stown State.
1970s.
championship 11/ctory.

And then ...

Big-name entertainers flew
over Boise en route to Seattle,
Portland, Eugen~ Ore., or San
Francisco, and entertainment
dollars, as well as cultural
opportunities, slipped away,
The Pavilion changed all
that.
Built with student fee
revenue bonds and $5 million
from the sale of lifetime seats,
the Pavilion filled a void the
first month it opened.
More than 11,000 people
made their way to the Pavilion
to hear the Beach Boys on
July 9, 1982, the first large
concert event. And more than
101,550 people were part of the
weeklong, nationally televised
Billy Graham Crusade that
same summer.
Countless entertainers and
millions of people have passed
through the Pavilion doors
since. Entertainment options
have spanned from ice shows
to NCAA basketball playoffs,
from closed circuit sporting
events to major concerts.

Fans starved for big-name
entertainment lined up for
tickets early and onen aner
the Pari/Jon opened In 1982.

And then ...
The Pavilion continues to
host major entertainment
events, such as the Boston
Pops Orchestra in December.
And the Pavilion will again be
in the national spotlight next
year as host to the NCAA
national gymnastics championships and in 2001 when the
NCAA basketball tournament
returns for the sixth time.
Other venues have opened
as the valley's population has
boomed. But the Pavilion can
be credited with opening the
valley's doors to large-scale,
top-name entertainment.

Arts Find a Home
With the Pavilion in place,
Boise State had become a
regional center for major
entertainment and athletic
events.
But the campus and city still
lacked an adequate setting for
the fine arts.
A performing arts center
had been the elusive dream of
Boise arts patron and benefactor Velma Morrison for years.
Morrison had offered several
million dollars as a catalyst, but
she faced roadblocks in the
1970s and early '80s when city
voters three times rejected a
bond effort to build a center.
Then Morrison and Boise State
joined forces.
At the time, Boise State's
FOCUS/WINTER 1999
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music and theatre arts
departments were
housed in buildings
that dated back to
Boise State's junior
college days.
The city lacked
adequate performance space for the
Boise Philharmonic
and other local
groups, let alone a
facility that would
entice national
performing artists to
stop here.
The solution: A
building on the Boise
State campus that
would include a large
performing hall and
facilities for the
departments of theatre arts and
music.
Boise State received
$5 million from the Legislature
for the academic portion, and
the Morrison Foundation
donated $8 million toward the
performance hall.
The community responded
with donations that accounted
for the remainder of the
$15 million project.
Under the leadership of
Morrison and Boise State
President John Keiser, with the
help of Boise banker Ralph J.
Comstock and arts patron Fred
Norman, the Morrison Center
became a reality and was a
national model as one of the
first performing arts centers
built through a university/
community partnership.

And then ...
The Morrison Center
provides students with a
professional setting in which to
practice and perform. And
Boise-area arts groups have a
home for year-round performances.
The Morrison Center has
also been used for touring
groups, lectures and other
gatherings, including a national
governors conference and a
speech by Ronald Reagan, who
was the first U.S. president to
visit campus.
In 1998, the center was
renamed the Velma V.
Morrison Center for the
Performing Arts.
28

FOCUS/WINTER 1999

The Morrison
Center, built in
the shape of
Idaho, was one
of the first
performing
arts centers
built through a
university/
community
partnership.
Below, arts
patron Velma
Morrison (third
from left) tours
the construction site with
contractors
and architects.

Canyon County
Served
The grand opening of
Boise State's Canyon
County Center passed in
September 1986 without
much fanfare- the usual
dedication ceremony, some
media attention and a
mention in the alumni
magazine.
Despite that quiet
beginning, one addition
and major renovation later,
the converted warehouse
consists of 77,000 square
feet, 43 classrooms and
labs, and a full array of
services for the more than
6,000 people who use the
center annually.
Students in the western
Treasure Valley can take the
first two years of their college
education there, complete an
associate of arts or associate of
science degree, learn English
as a second language or study
for their general education
diploma.
From that once-vacant Boise
Cascade warehouse in Nampa
evolved a philosophy of a
distributed campus- one that
takes higher education to the
public rather than
expects the public to ~r.:tlllll
come to higher
education.
Although Boise
State offered

The Canyon County Center, below, has made an
amazing metamorphosis from a vacant warehouse
to a full-service education center.

classes at Mountain Home Air
Force Base, the Canyon
County Center was the first
"bricks and mortar" commitment to deliver higher education where the community
needed it.

And then ...
Boise State is now poised to
begin work on a new satellite
campus in Canyon County.
With a $2 million appropriation from the 1998 Legislature,
the university will begin site
preparation for a satellite
campus that can provide
university services to the
western valley, where population growth continues to
explode.
To be competitive in today's
economy, people need higher
education. But they need it to
be accessible- a lesson Boise
State learned with the success
of the Canyon County Center.

Library Reborn
On a sunny July day in 1990,
a brief speech by former
Albertson's CEO Warren
McCain brought 700 cheering
people to their feet.
H undreds of faculty, staff,
students and friends of the
university had gathered to
commemorate the newly
completed Centennial
Amphitheatre.
But thanks to a stunning
surprise announcement by
McCain, they also learned that
Albertson's Inc. and the
Albertson family were
donating $6 million to expand
and renovate the university's
crowded library.
The gift
supplemented
$4 million

President John
Keiser, left, and
Warren McCain
were all smiles
aner announcing
the $6 million gin
to improve Boise
State's library,
above.

appropriated by the Legislature for a $10 million library
expansion project that included
a 50,000-square-foot addition,
a new first-floor entrance and
three-story atrium, expanded
student seating, increased
space for special collections,
more study rooms and
improved access.
Boise State celebrated the
completion of the renovation
project in 1995 by officially
renaming the building the
Albertsons Library.

And then ...
Warren McCain personally
helped raise $2.5 million for
library support through a
$1 million challenge grant and
$540,000 raised in his honor at
the Bronco Athletic Association-Alumni Association
auction in 1991.
McCain's efforts have been
commemorated in the Warren
McCain Reading Room, a
large second-floor area that
houses a collection of western

literature.
The significance of the fundraising efforts and improvements to the facility may not be
readily apparent to today's
students. But the library
expansion project was one of
the most important developments in Boise State's continuing efforts to improve its
academic standing and provide
students and scholars with the
best possible facilities.

leaders.
But the board held firm,
and the Keiser era came to
a swift, conclusive end.
Keiser was careful to
build on the strengths
developed by his successors, presidents Eugene
Chaffee and John Barnes.
Like them, he built bridges
to the community for a
variety of projects,
including the Pavilion and
Morrison Center, at the
time two of the largest
building projects in state
history. And he secured
the donation from
Albertson's and the Albertson
family that ensured the
expansion and renovation of
the library.
Boise State under Keiser was
continually trying to keep
ahead of itself as it quickly
grew into the largest university
in terms of enrollment. Keiser
positioned Boise State as
Idaho's urban university, and

Keiser Dismissed
On Sept. 21, 1991, Boise
State President John Keiser
was greeted by the news that
he had been fired. With one
dissenting vote, Keiser was
dismissed by the
State Board of ~~-:.;;;:;;::
Education for
a "failure to
communicate"
with the board.
The news quickly spread
through the
Student Union, and
by the time the
vote was formally
taken the room was
packed with angry
students who
demanded an
explanation. The
week that followed
was marked by a
rally at the state
Capitol, a halftime
march during the
Bronco football
game and protests
from business

he used that emphasis as the
basis for several new academic
programs and new facilities as
the university expanded to
meet the needs of the growing
metropolitan region.

And then ...
As interim president, Larry
Selland used his considerable
skills to heal the wounds
caused by the Keiser incident.
The state board hired Charles
Ruch in 1993, and he continues
to develop Boise State's
metropolitan university theme
and nurture the school's close
relationship with the community.
FOCUS/WINTER 1999
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Five doctoral students
graduated in May
1997. Alecia Baker
was the first In line.
renewal of teacher
education.

And then ...
Currently there are

33 students enrolled

Doctorate Added
Boise State developed an
array of master's degree
programs during its 25 years as
a university. But it was still
missing one ingredient from its
academic menu- a doctorate
degree.
That changed in 1994 when
the College of Education
accepted the first students in
an innovative doctorate
program designed for classroom teachers. The first
doctoral students- five of
them - in the university's
history graduated in May 1997.
From the recruitment of
students and faculty to
leadership positioning in the
community and nation, the
university's first doctorate
program has enhanced the
College of Education.
With the addition of the new
degree, the college has become
a force in the reform and

in the program. Boise State has
not yet added its second
doctorate, but continues to
explore other doctorate
programs in areas where there
is a community need.

Engineering Arrives

the-block stigma that Boise
State still struggles to overcome, perhaps no other
development has been as
significant in the last quarter
century.
It marked "a 'coming
of age' for BSU," said
the Statesman in an
article a few weeks
after the decision.
The story
said that the
corporate
backing that
Boise State
received was
a reflection
of the
university's
growth in
stature as
well as its

ability to meet the needs of the
area it serves. ~'It's the market
speaking," the article stated.
"It's an investment in the
community as well. People

Since becoming
president in 1993,
Charles Ruch has
led the school
through some of the
most monumental
changes In its
history, including
the addition of
engineering, a
move to Division
1-A, construction of
several buildings,
and the develop·
ment of the Canyon
County campus.

On Oct.19,1995, in
Twin Falls, by a 5c3 vote,
the State Board of
Education approved Boise
State's request to transfer
control of three undergraduate engineering
programs in Boise from
the University of Idaho to
Boise State.
The Page One story in
the next day's Idaho
Statesman called the
board's decision "a
dramatic change in
direction for [Boise State}
and Idaho's higher
education system."
Micron Technology CEO Steve Appleton announces in November 1997 that the
$6 million Micron engineering challenge has been met.
Given the new-kid-on·

1974: The year of Watergate, Hank and 'Happy Days'
I White House scandal then ...
The Watergate affair cripples
the Nixon presidency, and
Richard Nixon is the first
U.S. President to resign.
... and now
Highlighted by Zippergate,
Bill Clinton is impeached by the
House of Representatives, but he
doesn't resign.

' I Dubious newsmakers then ...
: Kidnap victim Patty Hearst.
... and now
Presidential friend Monica Lewinsky.
•
• I TV sitcoms then ...
: Happy Days signs on with first telecast.
•
.
. •.. a~d now
•
Setnfeld s1gns off w1th last.
•
• 1 Movies then ...
1 controversial college-campus : Disaster films such as The Towering
fad then ... Streaking.
• Inferno and Earthquake are among the
... and now • most popular.
... and now
Binge drinking. :
Some things never change.
Disaster flicks such as Titani"
Armageddon, Godzilla and Deep
Impact are still the rage.
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• I Baseball records broken then ...
: Hank Aaron hits career home run No.
• 715 to top Babe Ruth.
•
... and now
With 70 and 66 home runs,
respectively, Mark McGwire and
Sammy Sosa overtake Roger Maris'
single-season mark of 61.
•
• I Publicity stunt then ...
: Daredevil motorcycle driver Evel
• Knievel attempts tojump the Snake
: River Canyon.
... and now
• Attempt to circle the globe in ahot·air
balloon falls short.
•
•
:

•
:
•
•

I Gram my Award winners then ...
Stevie Wonder, Fullfu!lingness First
Finale, best album; "I Honestly Love
You," Olivia Newton·John, best song.
... and now
•
Bob Dylan, Time Out of Min~
•
best album, and "Sunny Came
Home,• Shawn Colvin, best song.

• 1 Hero then ...
• Record-setting running back O.J.
: Simpson.
•.. and now
•
Elderly astronaut John Glenn.
•
• 1 Villain then ...
: Disgraced president Richard Nixon.
... and now
O.l Simpson.

want to invest in Boise State."
But it wasn•t easy. The
university's quest for an
independent engineering
college was fraught with
roadblocks, resistance and ~
in some cases- resentment.
In January 1995 the state
board rejected Boise State's
initial bid for independent
programs in civil, electrical and
mechanical engineeringdespite an offer of a $5 million
donation from Boise-based
semiconductor manufacturer
Micron Technology to help
establish a Boise Stateadministered engineering
program.
But on Oct. 19, the board
changed its mind, allowing
Boise State to begin a new era.

And then ...
In February 1996, Micron
issued a $6 million challenge
grant to fund a new engineering building. The challenge was
met more than a year ahead of
schedule.
On July 1, 1996, Boise State
assumed administration of the
engineering program.
The number of students in
the three programs has nearly
doubled to 524 majors since
the creation of the program.
Two new buildings are under
construction, and the college
hopes to earn the stamp of
approval from the Accreditation Board for Engineering
and Technology, which is
expected to make its
decision this summer.

Construction began on
the HartY W. Morrison
Civil Engineering
Building in September.

CMU and struggled through a
2-10 season in their first year as
a member of the Division I-A
Big West Conference.
In the previous 26 years,
Boise State had built a rich
athletic tradition in the Big Sky
Conference - a league that
plays its football at the
Division 1-AA level.
But when the Big Sky
presidents voted in March 1993
to reduce the number of
football scholarships from 63 to
45, the Broncos balked.
New Boise State President
Charles Ruch commissioned a
task force which concluded
that by playing football at a
higher level, Boise State had

the potential to raise revenue
and accommodate future
growth in the Boise market.
The State Board of Education eventually approved Boise
State's request to switch
conferences, and on July 1,
1996, the Broncos officially
joined the Big West and began
to schedule games against topflight opponents like Arizona
State, Washington State,
Wisconsin and UCLA.
But the disaster that was the
'96 season - compounded by
head coach Pokey Allen's
battle with cancer- was a
rude awakening to what I-A
football was all about.
It wasn't all bad news,

however, as Boise State
completed its first year in the
Big West with four league titles
- more than any other school
in the conference.

And then ...
The football program was
beset by more upheaval with
Allen's death late in 1996 and
the 1997 departure of coach
Houston Nutt, who left Boise
State after just one year for the
head coaching job at Arkansas.
In December 1997, Dirk
Koetter succeeded Nutt as the
Broncos' head coach and led
the team to a 6-5 record in
1998- its first winning season
as one of the "big boys." 0

Broncos Step Up
It was an inauspicious start
to Boise State's transition
into Division I-A football
when the Broncos' receiving
team mishandled the
opening kickoff.
As the opening-game
crowd of 19,258looked on, a
swarm of Central Michigan
defenders forced the
Broncos out of bounds on
the 3.yar~ line.
Thus began a new era in
Boise State athletics.
There would be many
more moments like that as
the Broncos lost 42~21 to

Bronco Stadium was expanded to attract Division 1-A opponents likB Washington State, above.
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