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The work is actually a portion of a massive report
commissioned in 1967 by then Secretary Defense,
Robert S. McNamara. The report contains an
estimated 2.5 million words i-ncluding three thousand
pages of narrative history and four thousand
appended documents. It was, at one time, a top
secret, in depth historical abstract of the American
involvement in Southeast Asia. On June 13, 1971 the
New York Times obtained and initiated publication
of what is now referred to as the Pentagon Papers.
Seeking to bar publication of further classified
materials the Justice Department sought a court
injunction. The ensuing national legal action brought
to bare the most precious and vital of American
questions-the possibility of a free press. On June 30,
1971 The Supreme Court of the United States upheld
a lower court ruling in the state of New York wich
reaffirmed the right of the press to print those
materials which they thouqht to be in the public
interest. The lower court judge reminded the Justice
Department that the price of a free press is often and
obdurate press—but it is well worth the
inconvenience. The Supreme Court went on to detail
the responsibilities and guarantees of the first
amendment to th'e constitution, .a provjsion of free
expression.
"Only a free and unrestrained press can
effectively expose deception in government and
paramount among the responsibilities of a free press
is the duty to prevent any part of the government
from deceiving the people and sending them off to
distant lands to die of foreign fever and foreign shot
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and shell."
Justice Hugo Black—author of concurring opinion
There are no few facts in old wars. The truth is
maneuvered, modified, exhausted, and lost..The facts
of our Asian experience are so brutal as to be without
meaning . . . as though we'd climbed like some crazy
sniper to the top of one of the world's towers. The
magnitude of error in Vietnam eclipses the limit of
the American patience and so exceeds the possibility
of significant contrition. When the truth is so terrible
it will be sacrificed in the name of national interest.
The American case in point may well be the
emergence of the Pentagon Paper.
Having so encouraged the latitude of responsible
expression the high court fell prey to charges of
ignoring executive privelege. Under the circumstance,
the allegations must appear politically inspired. In
one of the courts finest hours an inalienable right
remained such. The public privelege of exacting the
truth
from
a
deceptive and uncooperative
bureaucracy is still in the balance. The danger lies in
adopting a policy of national credulity. The
symptoms are observable.
Conclusions of the Pentagon Papers are willfully
unsettling. A CIA
report which indicated
approximately 80% of the casualties sustained during
the early years of the American air offensive were
Vietnamese civilians.

The Assrvt. Secretary of Defense described our reason
for intervening in the situation as an academic matter.
He likewise filed numerous reports concerning the
indigenous support of nationalist Vietcong troops.
These were repressed as it was felt the political
stability of South Vietnam would be jeopardized if
public attention was called to enemy popularity.
The National Security Council developed proposals to
methodically "prepare" the American for an
escalation and expansion of the war.
Even as Lyndon Johnson criticized his opponent in
1964 for overly aggressive war policies he plotted the
escalation which was to ensue.
Clandestine and covert U.S. intelligence operations
openly violated the Geneva accords while publicly
denying any involvement in armed conflict.
On numerous occasions as the American people were
assured of imminent success, plans to escalate the
conflict were underway—so as to avoid a decisive
enemy victory.
The first concern of U.S. policy was at all times" a
preservation of American security interests in
Southeast Asia. Acccommodation of the native
populace was contingent upon first a realization of
American political concerns.

of the United States government is left to the reader.
Clearly there is question. If there is to be an effective
democracy, there must necessarily be an informed
constituency. Such was the intent of the founding
fathers. A curious argument suggests that the
government is better prepared to make decisions
because it has the facts. The decadence of such a
position is obvious. It is the right of the people to
comand a fair and accurate summary of national
policy. The extent to which the truth is denied public
scrutiny indicates the extent to which a government
will exercise illegitimate power. The sad fact remains.
The American people are willing to buy the small lies
as inevitable extensions of human frailty. It is a most
dangerous accommodation for it negates the very
possibility of a highly principled political ethic. The
system will not function adequately on minimal hope
and scrawny dreams. False humility alone urges us to
struggle for mediocrity, and great nations can ill
afford mediocre goals.
The Pentagon Papers should be read by every
American. They are invaluable historical reflections
alive with the blood of exposed secrecy. Some one
has once stolen the fire for the people. In these times
of dirty wars and little murders the papers are
inspiring. They are products of conscience, the
products of men who know that freedom is not just
another word.

Significant conclusions as to the ethical delinquency
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Lehman Brightman, President of the United
Native Americans, a federation of Indian
concerns was the keynote speaker for B.S.C.'s
Indian Week. It has become increasingly more
difficult to characterize men struggling with
history. Brightman shocked and shamed his
audience for three hours distilling the
priorities and urgencies of his people—and
then it was clear. Lehman Brightman is a
desperate man in the finest sense, with a
charged voice loud and long enough to shake
the native soil.
The Indian was for the most part ignored by
hisotrical texts but he saturated the tube. A
generation addicted to the merciless gray
humm knew what Indians were all about.
They looked pretty much like regular
Americans except they all had terrific tans.
Most of their clothes were made out of
leather, which, because they had a lot of spare
time, they decorated with fancy bead work.
Indian women were either old or fat or both,
except for one chick in each tribe who was a
knockout. She usually sold out to the first
white man who looked her way. Indian braves
coveted the fabled flesh of the white woman
and spent a good deal of his time capturing
ladies who were invariably young, lovely and
the daughters of a. Army officers, b. state

Governors, or c. White Heroes. Indians were
sneaky too. They virtually lived behind rocks.
They were also deciduous as on numerous
occasions they could be found dropping out
of trees. Most importantly Indians never won
the big one. They picked up a few along the
way but the really big battles belonged to the
hats. T.V. was not clear as to what happened
to the Indians after they were defeated.
There are a lot of things that America has
failed to reveal about the fate of it's founders.
The American Indian, though he is the victim
of irreparable myth fabrication is not without
a long and proud history. He is the noble
savage of the continent and even this is
exploited. He is the goal in America's quest
for romanticized chic. It is as if the history of
an entire peoples were a product.
Unfortunately, the ugly, modern, images of
paternalistic repression and poverty are not
prime time goods.
The pasture of the war ponies is silent. This
nation can speak only to moments of crisis
and rage, and perhaps, it has lost touch with
the silent suffering of a vanishing species
or
perhaps as Lehman Brightman asserts "you're
going to see a hell of a change come about in
I ndians!"

KALB
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Historically, all reactionary
forces on the verge of
extinction invariably conduct
a
last
desperate struggle
against
the revolutionary
forces,
and
some
revolutionaries are apt to be
deluded for a time by this
phenomenon of outward
strength but inward weakness,
failing to grasp the essential
fact that the enemy is nearing
extinction
while they
themselves are approaching
victory.
Mao-Tse-Tung
The unification of our
country, the unity of our
people and the unity of our
various nationalities—these are
the basic guarantees of the
sure triumph of our cause.
Mao-Tse-Tung
All our literature and art are
for the masses of the people,
and in the first place for the
workers, peasants, and
soldiers; they are created for
the workers, peasants, and
soldiers and are for their use.
Mao-Tse-Tung
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MARTIAN
" I believe in the things that
were done, and there are
evidence of many things done
on Mars. There are streets and
houses, and
there
are
books . . . Everywhere I look I
see things that were used.
They
were touched and
handled for centuries."
"Ask me, then, if I believe in
the spirit of the things as they
were used, and I'll say yes.
They're all here. All the things
which had uses. All the
mountains which had names.
And we'll never be able to use
them
without
feeling
uncomfortable. And somehow
the mountains will never
sound right to us; we'll give
them new names, but the old
names are there, somewhere in
time, and the mountains were
shaped and seen under those
names. The names we'll give to
the canals and mountains and
cities will fall like so much
water on the back of a
mallard. No matter how we
touch Mars, we'll never touch
it. And then we'll get mad at
it, and you know what we'll
do? We'll rip it up, rip the skin
off, and change it to fit
ourselves."
"We won't ruin Mars," said
the captain. "It's too big and
too good."
"You think not? We Earth
Men have a talent for ruining

68

big, beautiful things. The only
reason we didn't set up
hot-dog stands in the midst of
the Egyptian temple of
Karnak is because it was out
of the way and served no large
commercial purpose. And
Egypt is a small part of Earth.
But here, this whole thing is
ancient and different, and we
have to set down somewhere
and start fouling it up."
"The garden sprinklers whirled
up in golden founts, filling the
soft
morning air
with
scatterings of brightness. The
water pelted windowpanes,
running down the charred
west side where the house had
been burned evenly free of its
white paint. The entire west
face of the house was black,
save for five places. Here the
silhouette in paint of a man
mowing a lawn. Here, as in a
photograph, a woman bent to
pick flowers. Still farther over,
their images burned on wood
in one titanic instant, a small
boy, hands flung into the air;
higher up, the image of a
thrown ball, and opposite
him a girl, hands raised to
catch a ball which never came
down. The five spots of
paint—the man, the woman,
t h e
c h i l d r e n ,
t h e
ball—remained. The rest was a
thick charcoaled layer."
Ray Bradbury
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