In The Name Of

"Athletics develop dedica
tion and a desire to excel in
competition, a realization
that success requires hard
work and that life must be
lived according to rules. An
athlete learns a sense of loy
alty and a respect for disci
pline, both of which are
lacking in this country today
»*

Athletic America is a telling
phrase. It is talismanic. It suggests
health and happiness. It arouses
national pride, it enkindles the
national spirit. In its fruition it
means a more sturdy, a more selfreliant and a more self-helpful peo
ple. It means, therefore, a firmer
foundation for our free institutions
and a stronger, more determined
hold upon the future.

pUJT/QV

Jess Hill
Athletic Director
University of Southern Cal.

"Nothing is more characteristic of
the genius of the American people
than is their genius for athletics.
Nothing is more synonymous of our
national success than is our success
in athletics. If I were required to
indicate today that element of
American life which is more indica
tive of our nationality, my finger
would unerringly point to our ath
letic escutcheon.''
GENERAL OF THE ARMY
DOUGLAS MacARTHUR
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The sports section of the 1975-76 Les Bois has tried to dedicate itself
to achieving comprehensiveness in content and realistic expression in
form, Certainly, the attainment of such goals became much easier
due to the cooperation of people such as: Sports Information Director
Jim Faucher, all BSU Coaches and their staffs, BSU Photo Bureau, Bob
Hall and the BSU Information Services and the Idaho Statesman.
As Boise State University continues to grow and mature, it can most
definitely point with pride to accomplishments in the athletic field.
Such accomplishments in 1975-76 were perhaps unparalleled, as the
Broncos swept to numerous conference titles in addition to capturing
the Big Sky Conference all sports trophy. It is my sincere hope that as
you go through this section of the book, you will not only enjoy the
memorable moments from the various sporting events, but that you
will also feel a sense of pride in the achievements of your university.
Sincerely,

Alan Johnson
Les Bois Sports Editor

Winning isn't every
thing, but wanting to
win is."
Vince Lornbardi

Broncos Claim
Coach Knap
Leaves Boise State
After eight years at the helm of the Boise
State University Broncos, Tony Knap
leaves Boise State to take the head
coaching job at University of Nevada-Las
Vegas. Knap's overall record while
coaching the Broncos was 71-19-1. At
the end of the 1974 season, Knap was
named Big Sky Football Coach of the
Year for the third time.
Behind all the records and awards is a
coach, who gave as much of himself to
his players as any coach could. This
football section is a tribute to Tony
Knap, who will never be forgotten.

Scoreboard

Row 1 - Coach Adam Rita, Darrel Gordon, Hoskin Hogan, Lee Huey, Todd Morgan, Sam Steiner, Layne
Osborn, Mike Balbus, Bruce Pooley, John Crabtree, Lester McNealy, Fred Goode, Rick Sanders, Ken Hollingsworth, Avi Rofe, Head Coach Tony Knap. Row 2 - Chester Gray, Mike Mallard, Gene Skulick, Willy
McCall, Tom Sims, Dan Blanc, Ron Gaines, Sam Miller, Kirk Haylett, Egnatio Ballinton, Gary Rosolowich,
Mike Holton, Rick Lewis, Greg Stern, Coach Steve Buratto. Row 3 - Coach Dave Nichols, Larry Polowski,
Alex Ketles, Clarence Smith, Jim Meeks, Ron Emery, Ken West, John Smith, Gary Gorrell, Kirk Strawser,
John Boben, Bob Cleveland, Jerry Baber, Mike Roman, Tom Cruickshank. Row 4 - Greg Palin, Sal Faila,

BSU
42

Cal State Hayward

35

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

28

Weber State

35

Montana State

31

University of Idaho

34

Nevada Las Vegas

48

Northern Arizona

39

University of Montana

49

Nevada Reno

19

Utah State

20

Idaho State

21

Northern Michigan

Courtsey Idaho Statesman
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Third Crown

Noim Cochrane, Steve Kayfes, Charley Keck, Glen Sparks, Toots Kaahanui, Steve Koski, Dave Williams,
Greg Kadel, Mark Villano, Kauhi Hookano, Todd Whitman, Clint Sigman, Mark Goodman. Row 5 - Mike
Campbell, Rod Stearns, Assistant Trainer Jeff Dalling, Head Trainer Gary Craner, Alva Liles, Harold Roundtree, Kevin O'Hara, Frank Wasco, Mike Gasseling, Mike Reynolds, Paul Krepinski, Saia Misa Jr., Everett
Cart, Ed Ritt, Jim Ryan. Row 6 - Brad Moulton, Vince Mediola, Ray Hooft, Apisa Poumele, Mike Moore,
Mark Humphries, Assistant Trainer Rob McDonald.

This group of young men holds my
respect and admiration for what they
achieved. Champions of the Big Sky
Conference with a record of five wins, no
loses, and one tie, they were chosen as
the only representative of the entire
Western Region in the NCAA Division II
Playoffs with their 9-1-1 record.
Without overwhelming personnel they
somehow managed to find a way to win
when defeat seemed inevitable. A quiet,
rather low-key group they resisted defeat
stubbornly (and successfully most of the
time). They were conscientious workers
who were toughest and played best late in
the contest which found them behind on
the scoreboard. They were a group which
NEVER gave up the FIGHT and somehow
found a way to prevail.
I'm proud of them!

Broncos Start Winning Season Against Cal State Hayward

There was a big crowd of 18,046 fans to
watch the Boise State Broncos start their
1975 season. The Broncos were rather slow
getting started, with only one touchdown in
the first half which came after a Lee Huey
pass connected with fullback Bob Cleveland
for 22 yards, putting the Broncos on the Pio
neer one yard line. Huey followed it up
with a hand off to Cleveland who carried
the ball into the endzone. The Pioneers
came back to put 10 points on the score
board , taking the lead at the end of the first
half with the score of 10-7. In the second
half the story is told by the score. The
Broncos defense virtually stopped the Pio
neers offense, and with Lee Huey and Hoskin Hogan at the helm, the Broncos went on
to win, 42-20.

Top, L-R - Mike Reynolds, Toots Kaahanui, and Charley Keck
form a protective wall. Left Center - John Crabtree closes in.
Right Center - Kevin O'Hara gets another. Bottom - Lee Huey gets
a block from Jim Ryan.

22

Broncos Squeak Past Cal Poly
After a disappointing first half, the Bron
cos led by Greg Stern pulled it out of the
bag at the last minute. Boise State's first
score came from an 81 yard romp made
by John Smith. Avi Rofe connected for
the extra point making it 14-7. In the
second half, Gary Rosolowich made a
spectacular 90 yard return for a touch
down . With 51 seconds remaining Boise
State was down 29-28, but Stern hit Mike
Holton with a 46 yard pass that won the
game 35-29.

Top: Lee Huey rigles one to Clarence Smith. Left Center: Gary
Rosolowich heads for a touchdown. Right Center: Hoskin Higan
is ready to go. Bottom: Bruce Pooley looks for way out.
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Broncos Down Weber State
The Broncos won the game decisively but Coach
Knap was not happy. Knap thought they should have
done better. Ron Emery broke the line to put the first
score on the board • Jeff Tryon made another Boise
State score possible after recovering a Weber fum
ble . Two plays later Gene Skulick ran it in for the
touchdown, with the score 28-13.
Below: Opponent expects the worst to come. Right: Greg gives a
stern look. Bottom: Greg Stem launches another.
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Broncos Rally To Upset Montana State
The Broncos made an incredible come
back. With an interception by Montana
State in the final minutes, it looked it
was all over for the Broncos, who were
down 34-27. Gary Rosolowich regained
posession of the ball at the Bobcats 37
with 52 seconds left. Lee Huey came
through when he hit Mike Holton for a 32
yard touchdown pass. Bob Cleveland ran
the two point conversion, winning the
game for Boise State, 35-34.
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Top Left: Bobcats temporarily block Bronco defense. Top Right:
Montana State ball carrier attempts to gain yardage. Bottom
Left: "Not today coach, I have a headache." Bottom Right:
Kent Hollingsworth runs into resistance.

Courtesy Idaho Statesman
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University Of Idaho
Gets Lucky
Against Broncos

Top: Scoreboard tells the story. Left Center: Tom Sims heads for
endzone. Right Center: Tom Sims headed for goal line pileup.
Bottom: Avi Rofe doing his thing.

The scoreboard tells the story as the Broncos
traveled to Moscow to play the University
of Idaho Vandals. The big North-South
rivalry ended in a 31-31 tie. In the early
running the Broncos offense was unable to
move against the Vandals defense, and at
the end of the first quarter the Vandals were
ahead 14-0. Barry Munson recovered an
Idaho fumble to start the Broncos last drive.
With 30 seconds on the clock Lee Huey
barely overthrew Mike Holton in the end
zone, turning the ball over to Idaho, end
ing the game.
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Broncos Stich
Nevada-Las Vegas
The Broncos' defense rose to the occassion and pushed the
Rebels out the back door. Leading the defense was fresh
man Sam Miller who batted down a potential touchdown
pass and Jim Meeks who intercepted two passes. The first
score of the game came from John Smith on a 69 yard
touchdown pass from Greg Stern. The Broncos went on
like a finely tuned machine to down the Rebels 34-21.

\

Top Left: Greg Stern delivers pass under pressure. Top Right: Tom Sims running for
daylight. Bottom Left: Close but no cookie. Bottom Right: Gary Rosolowich harasses
Rebel receiver.

Broncos Stifle
Northern Arizona
The Broncos, performing at their peak, completely
stopped the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks. John Smith
started the scoring with a 16 yard touchdown run. Gene
Skulick scored on a pass from Greg Stern, and Bob
Cleveland ran one in, making the score 21-0. It was
not Northern Arizona's night for passing as Gary Rosolowich made two interceptions, and Kauhi Hookano
grabbed another. In the second half, freshman quarter
back Hoskin Hogan took the helm and scored on a
touchdown pass to Fred Goode. Avi Rofe kept his style
in making the extra points. Hoskin Hogan ran in the
final score, making it 48-0.

Below: Mike Holton eludes tackier. Right: Mike Roman up against the pass. Below
Right: John Smith carries defender over goal line.
Courtesy Idaho Statesman
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Broncos Drop The
University Of
Montana
»

Boise State still controls the Big Sky Conference with its
39-28 win over Montana. Mike Holton and John Crabtree
saved the day by making some spectacular catches. Hol
ton caught five for 163 yards, Crabtree caught four for 56
yards, and John Smith had six for 76 yards. The Broncos
defense played well led by linebacker Gary Gorrell.
Courtesy Idaho Statesman
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Above Left: Montana defender stops BSU ball carrier. Left: "Ring around the collar."
Above Right: "Gotcha," says Montana defender. Lower Right: Gary Rosolowich leaps for
the interception.
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Nevada-Reno Hit Hard By Broncos

John Smith broke the school's single game rushing record with
177 yards, while the Broncos beat the Wolfpack, 49-6. The
Broncos made a running game out of it with fullbacks Bob
Cleveland, Gene Skulick, Tom Sims and running backs Ron
Emery and Fred Goode. Kevin O'Hara was getting through and
blocked a punt which ended in a safety. The Wolfpack could
gain almost nothing against the Broncos defense, headed up by
Mark Humphries, Saia Misa, and Gary Gorrell.
Top Left: Ron Emry eluding wolfpack defender. Top Right: Clear the runway I'm coming in for
a landing. Bottom Left: Fred Goode found a player who really used his head. Bottom Right:
Gene Skulick leaves defender sucking his thumb.
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Broncos Winning Drive
Stopped By Utah State

•
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The Broncos invited the Division I Utah State Aggies for
Homecoming and after it was over, it looked like we should
have invited someone else • The Broncos went into the game
with an 18 game home stadium winning streak. The Aggies
apparently played the best game they ever had while their
Louie Giammona ran through any hole available to gain 198
yards in 40 carries. The Broncos had to fall back on wide
receiver Mike Holton's catching ability but it just wasn't
enough. The Aggies won 42-19.
Top Left: Utah State was no bicentennial picknick. Top Right: Greg Stern releasing a pass under
pressure. Bottom Left: Aggie runningback is hit high and low by Lester McNealy and Sam
Miller. Bottom Right: All American runningback Louie Giamona had the Broncos in constant
pursuit.

31

Broncos Overcome Idaho State

The Broncos traveled to
Pocatello take their third
straight NCAA Division
II playoff spot and the
Big Sky Conference title
against the Idaho State
University Bengals, 2017. The Bengals might
have won had it not been
for a blocked field goal
attempt by Clint Sigman, picked up by Gary
Gorrell who ran it back
65 yards for a touch
down , and a deflected
pass picked up by John
Smith for a touchdown.
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Courtesy Idaho Statesman
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To Win Big Sky Conference
Courtesy Idaho Statesman
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Idaho State's offensive
line had been giving
good protection until
later in the game when
Pete Poumele, Mark
Humphries and Alva
Liles started to break
them up.
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Top Left: Kauhi Hookano bats one
down. Top Right: Caught from
behind by Clint Sigman. Bottom:
John Smith off and running.

'
Courtesy Idaho Statesman
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Northern Michigan Stops The Broncos
The Northern Michigan Wildcats squeaked by the
Broncos, 24-21, ruining the Broncos hopes for an
NCAA Division II football championship.

Right: The agony of defeat. Below: Mark Humphries closes in on Northern
Michigan quarterback. Bottom: Grab that ball.
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Bid For The National Title

The Broncos had a lot of bad luck with
fumbles. Boise State fumbled nine
times, six of them were recovered by
Northern Michigan and two of those
recoveries set up Northern Michigan
touchdowns. Northern Michigan lost
just one of its six fumbles to the Bron
cos , Alva Liles recovering and scoring
for Boise State. In the third quarter
John Smith ran 50 yeards for a touch
down , putting the Broncos ahead, 1410. The game ended with Greg Stern
hitting Mike Holton with a 19 yard pass
for a touchdown and Avi Rofe kicked
the extra point.
Top: Northern Michigan player fumbles the ball. Bottom:
Hey guys couldn't we talk this over.

Courtesy Idaho Statesman
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