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David Norling
Okay so, uh, let's begin. Dax

CHIZUM
Okay.

NORLING
What is your full name and what do you like to be called?

Dax Chizum
Okay, my full name is Dax David Chizum and I like to be called Dax.

NORLING
Where and when were you born?

CHIZUM
I was born in Redondo Beach, California in 1968.

NORLING
Um, how do you identify yourself, in terms of race or ethnicity?

CHIZUM
I am, uh, white, uh, Caucasian. About as white Caucasian as you can get.

(laughs)

NORLING
Uh, gen, uh, gender?

CHIZUM
Male.
NORLING
Uh, socioeconomic status and or class.

CHIZUM
Uh, working. Uh, I would say that I am the definitely working class. Most of my life spent in the service industry. Uh, recently went back to school and, uh, I would say, you know, striving for the American Dream.

NORLING
How would you identify yourself, in terms of sexuality?

CHIZUM
Um, gay.

NORLING
Uh, as in ability?

CHIZUM
Uh, as in—I'm sorry.

NORLING
Uh, ability.

CHIZUM
Uh, able. I don't think I have, uh, yes—no disabilities.

NORLING
Okay. How would you describe your growing up including family, school, and community life?

CHIZUM
Well, um, so I was born in California but my parents moved to Idaho when I was one. So I was raised in the Wood River Valley, which consisted of four towns. It consisted of Sun Valley, Ketchum, Hailey, and Bellevue, Idaho. Um, so beautiful place to grow up. Sun Valley, Ketchum area resort town. So, very dependent upon a resort economy. Um, so my dad was in construction and my mom worked as a maid, and also had private clients as a maid. And so, a beautiful place to grow up. Definitely a huge economic divide among the people that lived in the area. So, uh, so very outdoorsy, my family's very outdoorsy, we spent a lot of times hiking, camping, that kind of stuff, skiing. My dad more so than my mom. My parents divorced when I was just about I'd say 5 or 6. Um, but it's a small small community so, um, I was able to see both parents a lot. Um, my dad's extended family his mom his two brothers and his sister all moved to the Wood River Valley probably within four or five years of us moving there. So, we built a pretty strong family network there. So there was lots of family time family outings, um, barbeques. So, it was good. But, it's a great community. It's a beautiful community. Uh, it's small. Um, and it's got a very interesting diversity about it that it has people from around the world come to vacation there. So you get a lot of exposure to diversity in languages and things like that. Uh, but it also doesn't have a lot of economic diversity. So, as far as, it has a pretty split class system. It's the with and those that work for the with. So, it's an interesting place to grow up. I would say, you know, as far as my memories as a kid in growing up there, you know, Hailey, Idaho is where my mom lived. So it's about 20 miles south of the Ketchum, Sun Valley area. And when I was growing up it's just a small town. It had a one main street, no stop lights. And you know, your old fashioned drug store. You'd go get your comic books and get your malted and everyone knows you name. And everyone knows who you are. So as a kid I got to roam free, a lot. So that's the nice thing about that kind of an area. But at the same time everyone knows who you are. So. Um, school system was great. Again, it's small so just growing up you make close friends that last from kindergarten all the way through high school. That's just, kind of, how it works with such a small community.

NORLING
Uh, what would you describe as being your religious background?

CHIZUM
Um, well I was raised in the Catholic Church because of my mom. My dad has no religious affiliation. And I would—as we like to joke—my mom, kind of, C and E Catholics. So, pretty much, Christmas and Easter was the only time that we really went to church. Um, she, kind of, got heavy in the church when I was probably about 8 or 9. And so that's when I had to go through Sunday schools. And that’s when I was baptized in the Catholic Church. But we weren't very stringent church goers. So there wasn't, uh, religion wasn't a real big thing in our house. So that was good, I guess. So I didn't have a lot of religion growing up so it's not a—it, it's not a part of my, kind of, world view or family heritage. It's not it doesn't play a big part.

NORLING
Okay, would you say that you are out to your community?

CHIZUM
Yeah, I mean I'm definitely out now. Um, you know, growing up, uh. Growing up in such a small community, I didn't really come out to them until later. Until after I had moved out of the community. But when I was in high school I had friends who knew I was gay. And, uh, have some close friendship that were, you know, high school crushes. First relationships but we were, I don't know, we weren't real open about it at that time. We just—you know, it wasn't, high school wasn't a real comfortable place to be out. Um, but it was such a small school that of course everyone knows everything. And, you know, you go to a party and, you know, hold hands or disappear with someone and everybody knows about it. So, you can't escape it. But I didn't really have my official coming out to 'til I was in my—I would say I was 19 20, um. So is officially when I was out to my family.

NORLING
Um, what would you describe your coming out story to be?

CHIZUM
Well, when I think about my coming out story it's always one of those funny things. It was a long process both personally and emotionally. I'd say that when I first started you know, I was, uh,—later I can refer to it now, but in the Kinseyean style, the Kinseyean scale of sexuality. So, I, uh, didn't pronounce myself as strictly gay, uh, for quite a few years. Actually I was, you know, pronounced myself more as bi-sexual. Um, I had girlfriends early in high school and up until my 20's. But I could see myself that that wasn't the direction that I was going. So, I would say that my coming out story with my dad was just a quick and easy conversation. Uh, he bluntly asked me and I responded. And he didn't say anything really else about it. So he was, actually, a lot more comfortable and open with me about my sexuality than my mom was. Who, my mother actually uh, was working with somebody up in the Ketchum area and—a gay man, who had met me down here in Boise after I had moved down here to go to school. I had seen him at the local gay bar a few times. And we had talked and talked about being from Sun Valley. He went back up there and told my mom that he had seen me in a gay bar. She ended up having—being very dramatic—that she was ended up having a nervous breakdown about it. Ended up being hospitalized, and calling from a hospital bed saying that I had broken her heart and ruined it all and. So it took us, I would say, a good year to, kind of, work through all of her angst over it. It was funny, she really just blamed herself as if there was something or some sort of problem. But after a lot of conversations and a lot of heart felt, you know, deep talks she, uh, she opened up. And she's very open now and very comfortable with it. Um, but so I'd say that I don't have a—that's the strongest coming out story I have. The rest of it was a slower evolution, pretty much. Um, and I've always been relatively open. I've never felt, I've been lucky that way, I've been very lucky. I've never felt I had to hide or really thought about it twice. And I've worked in scenarios where I've been told, you know, really you shouldn't be open about it. Um, but it just never stopped me. I mean, I've never really felt in danger because of it. As far as, you know, professional life or that, uh, you know, there's always the occasional being nervous in a social situation. You know, in a city or where I don't know people. But that's about it. I've never had to worry about my close friends or family, uh, or even my community really. I've always felt pretty comfortable.

NORLING
Um, well besides you mother would you say that there were any other family members or friends who showed any anger or resentment upon your coming out?

CHIZUM
No. I had one cousin, and I think when I was growing up uh, I have a sibling who is 8 years younger. But I have two cousins and we are all a year apart. And so we were, kind of, you know, basically like siblings growing up. So I had one cousin and in high school when I first started having relationships with other men and, you know, kind of, dating, he found out and he was not comfortable with it. So he didn't want to talk about it at all, but he didn't really show resentment. But it, kind of, severed out relationship. And he moved away shortly after graduating high school. So, um, we don't really keep in contact. Uh, I hear from his mom, my aunt, you know, every now and then how he's doing and she tells him how I'm doing. I think the funniest thing about that is maybe he had some questions on his own. Because from the reports I've heard it that he was recently going through a divorce and now he is seeing a man. So, I don't know if that was some sort of a strange—maybe he was still closeted and really suffering through it, or he just had a transition later in life and didn't agree with it at the time. Otherwise my family's been good. But, my grandmother's interesting. She knows, but she refuses to acknowledge it. So, you know, she has the usual comments about you just need to find a nice girl. It's like, no grandma I'm gay. And then she just turns the conversation to something else. Um, I have a partner of 17 years now. So for the first 10 years whenever we would go to family dinners or just go and visit in the summer uh, she would always re-introduce herself. And it was just really funny and he's like, "Yes, we've met before. You know who I am." And but, she's actually come around quite a bit and is doing much better but she never seemed angry or to hold resentment. She just, kind of, ignored it. So.

NORLING
Uh, are there, would you say there are any relationships or communities with whom you don't consider yourself out?

CHIZUM
Um, not, not at this point in my life. I mean, I think I'm pretty open uh, about my sexuality with just about everyone. I mean, I think there's really no—at least communities that I touch in my life—uh, because my work community's always been strong. And, uh, school, when I first went back to school it was something that I didn't bring up much. But that changed pretty quickly when I just realized that it wasn't worth fighting in an education system to try to hide something. Um, so, I can't think of any communities presently in my life, you know. I would say that when I was younger it wasn't that first thing. Of course, no one introduces themselves with their 


sexuality as a "Hi, this is me." But, uh, you know, I think I would say that I've never—I've been very, again, very lucky. I've never really had to, I feel, hide it. Um, so I, you know, I've been blessed that way. I can't think of any communities, off hand, that I've really had to hide it. So.

NORLING
Um, would you say that after your coming out that found things to be less complicated? More freeing?

CHIZUM
Yeah, I mean, I would say definitely that that's, you know, one of the most difficult things. Especially having, uh, very close friends, and other people who have had to maintain a very closeted lifestyle, uh, whether it's something they built themselves for professional reasons or friends who have incredibly religious families who have had to maintain a closeted lifestyle and, kind of, live this dual reality—I think that it's very hard for them. And I see how they have a really hard time, you know, expressing to their families or these different communities with work about relationships. Uh, you know, if they have a significant other—how do you talk about what you did over the weekend, while omitting names. So I know that can be really difficult. I think I've, again, been pretty lucky. I've just never really had to do that. And I think that it's just something that—when I came out, at such a—I mean I feel a young age—coming out at such a young age—it just becomes such a part of you that you don't censor yourself as much. And, so, um, whether that's held me back or had adverse effects from other people, I haven't picked up on it. But I could be oblivious to it. But, it's it's just something that it is freeing—it's it allows you to, kind of, explore your life and who you want to be, in a very different way. Without always having to feel that you have these walls and protections around you. So, I think it makes it a lot easier to walk through life, day-to-day, without that that burden, kind of, hanging over you of, you know, worrying about your job or worrying about your family and if they will, you know, dismiss you or if they will, um, shun you. I mean I think that's the hardest part. So, um, yeah I would, I think that yeah, being out is probably the, the easiest way to get through life. So, that's my experience only. So I can only speak for my experience.

NORLING
What do you feel was the most positive thing of your coming out for you personally?

CHIZUM
You know, I would say one of the most positive aspects of me coming out, personally, and again, you know, I, kind of, started my process pretty young. Um, so but I would say one of the most positive aspects is, is that sense of self-doubt and that sense of self-criticism—that, you know, we just, kind of, as the human family will do upon ourselves—and I know as I made that process and I, kind of, came to that conclusion and more comfort level of, you know, living a lie or trying to present myself as something other than I was, it clarified for me, kind of, who I am. So I was able to be more comfortable in my skin. I think my relationships got stronger. I think that I was a more sincere person. It's, it just, kind of, has that, I think—living your true self. And that, that, strength of, kind of, living that true self and help build an identity for yourself that is more solid, has more of a solid grounding and allows for , you know, everything from feeling more self-worth, uh, uh, not having as many doubts, not as many self-criticisms. And being able to focus I think, you know, on the positive aspect of life. Instead of trying to always question motivations or try to look for a solution that that didn't make any sense. It just helped clarify, I think, who I wanted to be and what I wanted to do in my life, which I found really important. And it did, it made my relationships—after the bumpy side—it made my relationships with my parents stronger. I think it made my relationships with my family stronger. Um, you know, because that's something, at least for me, those questions popped up when I was very young. Um, so, by the time, you know, I was able to to, in my late teens and early 20's, really fully realize who I was I think that, you know, I wasn't pushing family away. I wasn't pushing those kind of relationships away. Because I was able to to step forward to them more honestly and start building a relationship that was a little stronger. So.

NORLING
Does your being an out-gay male allow you to relate more to your work at the Idaho Rights Education Center?

CHIZUM
Yeah, I mean, I think one of the greatest points for me in, kind of, talking about the, you know, the path that we travel is working at the center is incredibly rewarding in doing human rights education because the whole base of it is that we all hold the same rights simply by being born human. And so I think that kind of messaging is so incredibly strong and I think that having just enough of experience through my own personal life and also what it means to to have self-expression and to be honest and and also to have felt that, you know, at certain points in my life that maybe I was judged or looked at differently just because of my sexuality that I can have, um, kind of, a depth to what I do. I mean, a true belief in my organization and what it does. Um, we work with the LGBTQ community quite a bit at the center, um, we're the fiscal sponsors for Idaho Safe Schools coalition and incredibly proud of that work. And that is a small, all volunteer organization that works with teachers and students, uh, helping students in high schools throughout Idaho, pretty much, set up GSA's. So gay-straight alliances. And, you know, allowing—cause high school is such an incredibly difficult transition. But that's also that time when we're forming who we are. And we're actually coming to grips with who we want to be as adults and for those kids that find themselves in small rural communities or in families that they can't express certain parts of themself and then find themselves in danger at the same time, um, it's an amazing opportunity to, kind of, do education work and help these kids, kind of, find a place where they feel comfortable and safe and where they can express themselves. And, so, setting up these relationships and then also setting up these educational leadership opportunities for these young people is incredibly rewarding. I mean, I know when I was growing up I wouldn't have any of that. You know, there was no conversation around that. So, to see some of the youth today and the amazing things they do especially when given these opportunities to feel safe. And, uh, to express their, to express themselves and to , you know, be comfortable in their own skin and feel allies around them that don't judge them but celebrate and want to make sure that there's a safe space for everyone in the school. And, you know, it's all built around the idea of human rights. And, so, um, you know, I think that who I was and my journey in life definitely helped me culminate where I am now and what I'm doing here at the center as a work. So it's a pretty powerful thing to find yourself at that stage. So I'm pretty happy.

NORLING
What do you feel is one of the most common questions you have to answer based on your work here?

CHIZUM
You know, so one of the most common questions, that's um, it's pretty diverse. I would say if you break it down one of the most common questions are what are human rights. And that can be a very vague topic for a lot of people. And so the work we do is all based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. And so, it is a document that came out of the United Nations after World War II. And it was, uh, spearheaded by a committee and the chair of the committee was Eleanor Roosevelt. And so this idea of defining, documenting, and creating this list of rights that every human being has inherently, it is inherently just your right just for being human just for being born. And that that's the frame work. And so these 30 articles in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights really, kind of, work to spell out, um, what it is to be human and what it is to be free, you know, in our society. And globally. And so, you know, that can be a little bit of a vague thing when people ask, "Well, what are human rights?" Um, so it's a wonderful thing to apply and it also levels the playing field. It really steps out of the ideas of of divides based on on sexuality on color on socioeconomic status. It really just is meant to, kind of, inspire us. It's an aspirational document. It's how do we as people, uh, respect each other and be stronger and better uh, you know, in our own communities. And so, it's wonderful and it applies so well to the LGBT community. Especially when working with students and educating on these areas. Um, you know, and I learn something new every time, too. Especially working with students. Uh, there's, you know, definitions now of in the LGBT community it's LGBTQQIA and so as they add to it, you know, it's learning, a learning curve for me, too. You know and into that alphabet soup they added queer. And I mean that's funny to me cause the word when I was growing up was derogatory and it was flung around at school and it was something if you were called in the hallway you ducked for cover. And now to see youth owning that word and taking it back, I find it so—it's it's inspirational to me and, uh, I think it's a fantastic thing. And also just breaking these boundaries of defining ourselves is, you know. And so, I love seeing that cause it leads right into the work that we do with this idea that, you know, humans by nature are human no-matter-what and we have to respect each other. No matter how we find ourselves or how we find our self-definition. So, it's it's it's a great combination of worlds and I'm really enjoying it.

NORLING
Um, as a gay person, what or where is a place that you feel most comfortable in Boise?

CHIZUM
You know, I've been lucky. I've been in Boise now for—how many years gosh, I've been in Boise now for almost 25, 24 years and, uh, that question is funny just because, you know, when I first moved here I would say that there were specific places to go where I could be comfortable just being my—being out and gay. You know, and now I feel the community has grown and gotten stronger that those bubbles those safe spaces have grown to be more a part of the community. Again, you know, it's Boise, I don't know if I would feel comfortable walking into a bar holding my partners hand in Rupert. That might not be the safest place for me to do that. Again, you know, I try to have this positive spin that really that people are better than that and there wouldn't be a negative. But, so I feel that especially in Boise the community's grown strong enough and has enough and it is seen enough—is is has been strong enough that that, you know, I feel much more comfortable in the whole of the Boise community. Um, again, you know, I don't go out as much as I did when I was younger. It just—priorities change and so but still there's plenty of, uh, you know, opportunities in town to go have a drink at a gay bar and be surrounded by other gay people. But anymore you can pretty much go to any restaurant in the city and run into a friend. The grocery store and run into someone you know. And so I think that those dynamics have changed for our community, which I think is a positive thing. I can't say that for all Idaho communities but I think Boise's definitely grown into it's own that way. So for me, I feel comfortable now, you know, at night walking through a park holding my partner's hand. I don't feel much fear. And I know that there has been more fear happening in our community. There's been reports of gay bashing downtown at bars after hours, which breaks my heart a little cause I thought we had, kind of, grown beyond that. But, again, you know, you mix late night and alcohol and, uh, a bunch of young people and sometimes those kind of situations can happen. Still, it's upsetting but, you know, I think that the Boise Police Department and our local gay community have been working so close together to, at least, shine light on it. So that it's not something that's underreported or goes unreported. And so that gives me hope that, you 


know, again, hopefully that's just a few isolated incidents. Uh, that uh, as long as we are bringing it to light in the community that hopefully will make the community aware and those kind of things will stop. So.

NORLING
Would you say that there's any places you avoid or make you feel uncomfortable in Boise?

CHIZUM
Um, you know, I would—not really. Sure okay, some of the dive bars I don't think I would walk into holding my partners hand. But those are few and far between and even those have changed over the past few years. So, I don't think any place in town makes me feel uncomfortable. Um, I don't know if I would walk into any of our local churches during a Sunday mass or anything like that. But, that's I don't know if that anything to do with my sexuality or more just my aversion to organized religion. But, um, I would say there's probably that I'm on-the-whole pretty much comfortable in this community. That I feel this community is growing and it's growing in a positive way. Um, again, outside of Boise, you know, walking outside of Boise I think that there are certain places that, you know, definitely make me a little edgy and a little uncomfortable. Uh, and, uh, I would probably present myself a little different than I normally do. But, um, you know, I don't find myself that often going to some of these rural places and trying to introduce myself to the community. So, I guess I don't have to worry about it too much.

NORLING
Uh, what are—would be your impressions of the LGBTQ community in, uh, Boise?

CHIZUM
Um, in Boise, I think, again, it's grown. Um, it's funny. Even, I think, 15 years ago, statistically if you look at Boise it’s got a larger per-capita gay community than say Los Angeles or I think we even beat San Francisco. But again, it's per capita. So we're such a small city. But that does mean that for every so many people in the city there are so many of us that are gay are lesbian transsexual. So I think that it's that we have more exposure and the community itself, I think, has done a good job of coming together. Um, it's still growing. And it's still building, I think, more of a sense of community. I think that they get together and rally around certain issues and things that are important and pride. But, just like any community, I think that you know, at times there's not always a central space , uh, we have the Community Center and that's really a wonderful resource but um, as far as, you know, our gay pride and that's kind of the big culmination, I think, for the community to come together, um, and celebrate itself. And, uh, again, I think it's grown. But also, you know, in of itself the Boise community is a, kind of, a family oriented—the state is, kind of, that way. And so, I think, a lot of people couple off. A lot of people settle down. A lot of people live a quieter lives than they would in other communities. And I think that just, that might go hand-in-hand with what the Boise area has to offer. Idaho as a whole I think is still, you know, is a little far behind. Um, but I think we are growing. I know where I grew up, uh, really you just—I can't remember anyone that was gay, uh, that was older to look up to. I don't remember anyone in our community that was a gay couple or anything like that. Or a lesbian couple. So, I mean, I know that they exist up in where I grew up in the Wood River Valley. But, I think they were very very below the radar. Whereas, I think, Boise is a much more comfortable place and open. So, um, so the community here has had a more of a chance to kind of, gel together, coalesce, and become a stronger force. But, I also don't think it's a highly politicized community. And I think that's changing a little bit. I think we're lucky to have Senator Nicole Lefavour, because I think that helps visibility wise. And also create a little more of a political power and a voice that obviously, especially, I live in the North End so and that's her district. And so I think that, you know, obviously if that district votes her is they're comfortable with gays being their neighbors. So, I think that makes it comfortable for me to live there. So, it's, you know, I think that that's definitely something that's helped the Boise area and having an openly gay Senator—openly lesbian Senator—um, I think you know, helped define the community and give it a little more of a political voice as well as an activist voice. So, yeah.

NORLING
Have you had much exposure to any LGBTQ community, uh, statewide?

CHIZUM
Not statewide. I really haven't as far as um, I, you know, I have friends who I've met from other parts of the state. I can't say that they still live in them. I've had friends who are LGBT, who are, you know, grew up in Twin Falls and Pocatello, uh, Rupert, um, Lewiston. But most of them have actually moved away from the state. And moved on to other places. Some of them school took them. Some of them career took them. And then some people just didn't want to, you know, leaving their home town was the first thing that they decided they do the second they could, which I understand. Those are very small communities. And, um, you take a small community and a miniscule gay population and your chances of finding someone actually is very difficult. And finding that community in which to, kind of, find yourself. So, I haven't had a lot of exposure to communities outside of the Boise area. You know, I've attended gay pride in Twin Falls once. And that was fun. But Boise's pretty much the only community I've exposed myself to over the years. So.

NORLING
What would you say is the biggest—some of the biggest issues that are facing the gay community in Boise?

CHIZUM
You know, I would say some of the biggest issues facing the gay community in Boise is—well there's, I can think of a couple. So, I think that the gay community in Boise, though it is growing, uh, in visibility, I think sometimes because the gay community—what happens is we have a split between youth and we have a split between, you know, people my age. Those of us that, kind of, have lived our—you know, moved on, we've settled down. Quite a few gay couples I know have children now, and are raising their children. And so there's sometimes, beside gay pride, these communities don't come together. And so I don't think they build um, that, you know, that, bridge that lasting relationships uh, that, that can really help a community strive forward. And there's not, you know, I mean that's what I hear from especially gay youth is sometimes there's no one to look up to. And they have a hard time in their own community meeting somebody who, you know, that, an older person who is gay. So, I think, that, kind of, that split between the age, you know, between the gay youth and more older settled gay people, I guess, in the community. I think that's a missed opportunity. I think that's a missed opportunity for, um, for people. So, I think that that's a challenge. And also I think that, you know, political power. Political power for the gay community in Idaho is incredibly hard. Um, you know, we have a state that's changed it's constitution to basically say that gays can never get married. Uh, adding the LGBT community to the Idaho Human Rights Act has been denied over and over and over again in our statehouse. So, you know, the fact that politically the state—the gay community can't, you know, move our legislation enough to say you know, that a gay person, or a lesbian, transgender person should be fired , denied housing, or denied education. So I think that the state and the gay community has a long way to go to, kind of, get that recognition. You know, the equal rights that are afforded to so many Idahoans by law are pretty much denied and the Idaho state legislature—the hardest part for me is they really, uh, just seem to turn their heads when trying to have the discussion. And trying to get, you know, get them to realize that it's denying people uh, equal rights. Just purely based on fear, I think. And purely based on, kind of, a sometimes a religious doctrine and that's just not the way government's supposed to work. It's supposed to be for the people and by the people. So that's the other issue that I can think of that the gay community, it's an uphill battle. And I think that they're doing incredibly well [inaudible]. And I think that the fight continues but it's a hard hill. to climb. And the gay community, kind of, ends up being stuck like Sisyphus always going back up that hill trying to work that to get that, kind of, those equal rights. So.

NORLING
We've recently seen the repeal of uh, don't ask don't tell. What, what do you feel is is this a huge major accomplishment, not only within Boise but United States for the gay community?


CHIZUM
Yeah. I mean, I think it is actually a huge amazing accomplishment. I mean I was, again, it's one of those things, um, how the gay community perceives itself. But also, a lot of times, at least in my personal experience, if you have a governmental control or a policy that's written that makes you uh, hide who you are, that makes you question who you are, or makes you feel that you are at risk if you mention a part of your life, you know, having a picture of you and your partner at your desk or something like that. So the repeal of don't ask don't tell stripped that away in a fashion, uh, and helped, kind of, let that combination come forward again. And because I think it opened up the national conversation, too. Um, I think there are huge changes and strides that have gone through in the United States um, with, you know, with marriage equality, but don't ask don't tell, kind of, really, I think, helped support, you know those that choose to fight for our country and really sacrifice. And that they can do this now openly without having to sacrifice also a total part of themselves. Or keep a part of themselves hidden. So, I it was, it's definitely it was a monumental moment in the LGBT community. And will continue to have rippling effects. that are going to be positive. And I think that, you know, that it's so incredibly beneficial, you know, to the community but in you know, hopefully to the conversation nationally. About, you know, marriage equality and other issues that are coming forward. So.

NORLING
Uh, what would you describe as your goals or be, uh, dreams for the gay community within Boise as pertaining to, even pertaining to your work with the rights commission?

CHIZUM
You know, I would say that my hopes and dreams for the gay community in Boise is that, um,—there's so many.

(laughs)

I hope that, um, you know, all the work being done right now, especially by the the, you know, Add the Words group—so that's the local group, volunteered organizers, who are organizing around um, adding gay, lesbian, and transgender to the Human Rights Act um, to protect the LGBT community from being fired or denied housing or kicked out of school. My hope is that that gets passed. I think that that would be a monumental effect in furthering the conversation. Um, I hope that that kind of political power stays cohesive and that they can continue on with success like that and move forward and, uh, work towards marriage equality and work towards safety for LGBT students and create GSA's in schools and bring back sex education and bring back uh, you know, basically just open conversations with educators and schools across the state, uh, where their hands aren't tied. And so that they can, they can actually have these open conversations and safe spaces for students. Cause I would hope that the next few generations of the GLBT that grow up in Idaho schools don't have to feel that fear. Um, don't have to worry about being teased, beaten up, denied uh, equal access to education, to sports, uh, all those things that I think students still face. And It's not just Idaho I think they face it in the United States in general. But, you know, that's my hope for Idaho and the Boise community is to, to have those conversations, to create those safe spaces and to allow those opportunities for other generations to move up and create their own life and, you know, marry who they love and serve in the military if that's something they want to do and all those things that everyone, everyone who's straight gets to do without ever questioning. So, um, and, you know, to have those honest conversations. So that's my hope. And I see change, especially in the Boise community. I see change. The group that we work with at Idaho State School Coalition they had their second annual gay prom and had 120 students coming from schools all around the valley actually—as far as Weiser. To, you know, have a safe space. Just to have a prom. Just to be able to have a prom and dance and laugh and take stupid pictures and, you know, all the stuff that we take for granted in these moments, uh, that you know, that I don't think that a lot of kids their age realize that they take for granted when they go to theirs. So hopefully we will change that.

NORLING
What are some of the, uh, current things that you are working on right now that you feel are are big positive things for the gay community?

CHIZUM
You know, a lot of the work that we do—though it's not always LGBT specific, you know, I think that we work with enough allies and also with LGBT youth utilizing some of the same work that, uh, what's so exciting about it is, you know, beyond the work of the safe schools coalition and creating safe spaces, which is really powerful work, we also do a lot of civic engagement work. So it's teaching young people how to use the human rights framework. And really to look through their eyes to see problems in the community, that how others are being discriminated against or, um, and where that discrimination comes from and how to make change through civic engagement and local politicians and school boards. Because, I think, that sometimes that access to change is confusing and so when you we start young and get young people engaged. Introduce them to our local representatives. Introducing them to their school boards. So that they know what is the avenue and the path to take to actually make policy change. Um, it's inspiring and it's fantastic because, you know, so many times uh, we see youth come out and it's their ideas they look at what they want to change and it's incredibly powerful how clear sighted they are. And it's also very inspiring and so they do, you know, that's incredibly rewarding. So, it also makes you very hopeful. That, you know, again, for the gay community for the Boise community as a whole to make these transitions. Uh, it's a slow road. But, it's happening and, you know, the stronger we can make our teachers and the stronger we can make our youth in the Boise area and give them the tools necessary to, actually, make change, whether it's you know, in their community in their church, uh, at the statehouse, or just their school board, but show them the steps to take and how to do that and utilizing, kind of, this human rights framework that that really, you know, to them gives them the ability to to help all of those in the community. So. Everybody including the LGBT.

NORLING
Who would you say are some of the biggest allies for the Human Rights Commission?

CHIZUM
Well, I know for the—at the Human Rights Center we we have a lot of allies, which is fantastic. Um, I think that one of the great things about the work that we do is that it's it crosses a lot of boundaries. So, you know, we have an interfaith community that we work with. We're planning a refugee dinner for MLK day. Um, and so working with the different churches in town and, again, you know, the support that's come out of a lot of our local churches has been great. So I think they're strong allies. Um, you know, and sometimes we have to have hard conversations on a value system that the center has that sometimes doesn't always fit with certain faith communities. But more times than not, um, I think that the faith community, uh, steps forward and does the right thing. And we see that changing all the time. I'd say other allies for us, definitely, you know, the Idaho Human Rights Commission is also a great ally for us. Um, and then we do, uh, work like I said, very closely with the Idaho State School Coalition. We've gotten great support from the business community. Um, you know, human rights is a wonderful umbrella that, you know, it's aspirational. We haven't seen it in our lifetime, um, but it's something that's always there to work towards. And I think that that steady work towards creating a culture of human rights uh and bring about that civility is an amazing goal and so many people kind of, yearn for it, especially in our current political system, which is pretty cantankerous and is not civil. And so these conversations that we have and the education opportunities that we have with our teachers and schools across the state uh, really allows us to, kind of, have those those moments, where we can find that civil discourse. And we can actually have that opportunity to teach about human rights. So, um, I mean allies, they're everywhere for us. We're very very lucky, um. So, that's all I can think of.

NORLING
What are your personal goals and dreams?


CHIZUM
My personal—so I love the organization I work with and so I'm just happy to be here. My personal goals and dreams, um, have, you know, I've been incredibly lucky I've gotten to. I have a partner now of, uh, 17 years and, uh, I have a great house and we have gotten to travel around the world together. And, um, you know, for me for my career right now, I'm going in the right direction. One of my personal goals is to make my organization so that it has a long-term financial stability, which is, I think, every non-profit's goal.

(laughs)
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As we work towards that, um, and, you know, is, is, beyond paying off my house and student loans my other two aspirations. I'd say for my personal goals, I've really achieved a lot of them. And I know there's a future and, you know, to push farther, but uh, I find myself in a really great space in my life where I've achieved a lot of uh, short-term goals. And now it's just on to the long-term. Uh, financial security and a home for me and my family and uh, making a secure space for the organization and financial security for them. Uh, and hopefully some more travel.

NORLING
What, what do you feel is one of the things that keeps—that is a big hurdle for the—not only in your work?

CHIZUM
You know, I would say, one of the biggest hurdles for our organization—and I would say this is probably one of the biggest hurdles for almost all non-profits. The non-profit sector, just like the economy, has seen um, has really seen changes in funding. Um, you know, nationally when congress cut all ear-marks last year. That shut down numerous non-profits around the country. And the ripple effect of that is, you know, the tendrils that help pay for programming from state to state and for textbooks, and things like that dries up and so people have to cut back on programming. And you'll notice the needs for the direct service operations keeps growing exponentially. Um, the homeless shelters are overflowing. And the funds to keep these places going is getting tighter. So, the needs keep rising but the funds keep shrinking and it's you know, its part of the economic downturn that everyone's feeling. And so one of the biggest hurdles is making sure we have secure funding sources to keep the programming going. And secure funding sources to make sure that there's longevity, to make sure that the center has a place in the community for a very very long time. Um, you know, we're lucky in the fact that we have the Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial and that that will always be a part of the community. Um, but, I can't imagine the memorial without an education arm. So the Idaho Human Rights Education Center acts as that arm to, kind of, train around and teach around what the memorial—the principles and the values the memorial is built on. And so, organizationally you know, money. That's the biggest hurdle. Cause with more money of course, comes more growth and allows us to sustain programming and all those good things. But, um, with less money we have to shrink. So, I'd say the biggest hurdle, finances. But, I think all non-profits in the area feel that.

NORLING
Um. I, well, I think that might be it. Because that is all I—all I can come up with. I thank you for your time and your voice and your stories and your words of hope and inspiration.

CHIZUM
I hope they were hopeful and inspirational. Absolutely. So, it's my pleasure.

NORLING
Would, do you have any—I mean any positive words or closing statements that you'd like to make?

CHIZUM
Sure. I, you know, I think we hit on a lot of it but I would say for me personally one of the greatest things about being in the Boise community for as long as I have, growing up in the state of Idaho, is that we not only have an incredibly beautiful state I feel that though it's slow in coming, I feel that the changes that are happening on the ground and within communities are getting strong enough that you know, I think the LGBT community is finding safer space, more welcoming space, and also an opportunity to to stay in the state. Instead of running from the state. Um, I think that that you know, is a fantastic thing. And, uh, as more and more friends of mine in the LGBT community start to raise their families here. I think that's only going to get stronger. So, for me it's an exciting time for the State of Idaho and being part of that LGBT community. So.

NORLING
Okay, well thank you very much, Dax.

END OF TRANSCRIPT
