- Abstracts NOVEl I NHIBITORS OF H UMAN CARBONYl REDUCTASE

Berea Wifliams, Kris Olson, & Andrew Stupe (De part ment of Chemistry) Henry Charlie r
Anthracyclines are effective an tin eoplasticage nts, but are known to cause a potentially le thal ch ronic
ca rdiomyopathy, which seve rely limits thei r use. Anthracycti ne cardiotoxicity has been lin ked to the
formation of a metabolite catalyzed by carbonyl reductase (CR) . Since the metabolite does not possess the
antineoplastic prope rti es of Its parent anth ra cycline, the action of CR may also contribute to drug
resistance. In an effort to prevent the CR derived formation of the ca rdi a toxic me tabolite, CR inh ibi tor
candidates were tested. Of the compounds that were tested . two were found to be noncompetitive
inhibitors against both coenzyme and carbonyl substrates, with Kl values in the low micro molar range. The
Inhibition patterns suggest that the inhibitors bind to multip le enzyme forms. Intrinsic protein
fl uorescence quenching studies demonstrated that the in hibitors bind to at least the free enzyme and to
an enzyme/product binary complex wit h Kd values sim ilar to the KI values. Supported by
NIH/P20RR 16454, NIH/RI5CA 102119·01.

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS
2003 B IRTH P ROfilES BY Z IP C OOE
Henar Chico (Department of Networking, Operations, and Information Systems) Patrick Shan non
CALIFORNIA

The purpose of this project is to analyze and compare the birth data in California for the year 2003. This is
secondary data that has already been organized by the number of live births by zip code of the mother's
residence, then further organized by race of mothe r, age of mothe r, infant's bi rth weight, and mother's
prenatal care. The descriptive analysis of the data will allow us to exp lore the relationships between area
of birth and prenatal ca re rece ived by the mother, the relationship between race and birth weight, or the
relationsh ip between the mother's prenatal ca re and infant's birth weight regardless of race, to name a
few. We are hoping by the end of this project we are able to draw some solid conclusions about how the
va riables race, prenatal ca re, age, place of residence, and infant's birth weight relate to each other. We are
especially interested In finding out what impact prenatal ca re has on infant birth wei ght: were mothers
with no access to prenatal care more prone to have low birth weight babies tha n mothers wh o had
prenatal care? Is there a need to reach out to certain groups to stress the importance of prenatal care
or not?
QU AlITY A SSURANC E AT A BOISE ELECTRONIC M ANU FACT URING COMPANY

Evelyn Henry (Department of Networkin g, Operati ons, and Information Systems) Patri ck Shannon
The purpose of this paper is to show quality statistics from a Boise Electronic Manufacturing Company on
a weekly basis, for the past six month. The resea rch will be based on secondary data collected by the
quality inspection department With in the company. It will show data pertaining to five different
departments ofthe company's production area. These areas are the Electro"mecha nical areas (EMA 1 and
EMA 2), Printed Circuit Board area (PCB), and Cable Harness areas (Cable 1 and Cable 2). The data
collected will show the different types of quality defects found in during work in process and final
inspection. Some defects may pertain to materials that were received from the company's vendors that
were defective in some way, and made it through the warehouse to the production floor. Other causes of
errors wit hin the company may be due to not enough training, lack of expe rience, lack of knowledge in
read ing prints, not following processes or procedures, faulty tooling, or fau lty equipme nt. The purpose is to
collect data that will help in finding a possible trend In product quality to show this company and possibly
many othe r companies like it whe re they may need to focus their efforts in manufacturing a better
product, with fewer erro rs, to ma ke a higher profit in the long run. As the researche r on th is subject, my
hope by the end of this project is to be able to help the company I work for find a better way to stop errors
before th ey sta rt eithe r through better training, better equipment, or by upgrading our incoming
inspection process.
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SMAll BUSINESS FINANCIAL PLANNING

RU5ti Joiner (Department of Networking, Operat ions, and Information Systems) PatricK Shannon
The purpose of th is repo rt wi ll be to provide best practice methodology for small business financing. The
report will provide representations of sources of financing for raising funds to start a small business. Based
on the findings in this report, a small business developer Will be able to target the most suitable financing
activity for their operation. Data collected will be from both primary and secondary data sources. Primary
data will result from information requested and reviewed from Farmers & Merchants State Banks. as well
as the Small Business Association Secondary data will result from information researched on the internet
mainly, with use of resources suggested in search results. Demog ra phics such as gender and race will play
a key role in the determination of the sources of financmg for a small business, both in Idaho and in the
nation. National trends WIll be viewed and re lied upon to determine possible state trends. My interest in
this topic is to find the most efficient and plausible way to secure funding for the start of a small business.
I am most mterested in finding as many sources of funding as possible, and the steps necessary to receive
the funding available.
CONCENTRATED LOOK INTO THE OVERPOPULATION OF DEER HUNTERS IN WA SHINGTON , ADAM S, AND VAllEY COUNTIES

Victor Kelly (Department of Networking, Operations, and Information Systems) Patrick Shannon

Hunting is one of the most popular recreational activities in the state of Idaho. Every year thousands of
hunters venture into the forests and rangelands of the state to participate in the sport of hunting. The
Idaho Department of Fish and Game is the government agency tasked with managing WIldlife and
providing the citizens of the state with adequate populations and opportunities for hunting, fishing and
trapping. This report is be ing put together to analyze the effect of the Idaho Department of Fish and
Game policies regarding the management of deer tag licenSing. Currently the Department of Fish and
Game allows a hunter with a general deer tag to hunt in any Idaho hunting unit. All deer hunters must
complete and submit a report for each tag issued within 10 days of harvest or within 10 days of the close
of the season for which their tag was valid. Using this data, we will examine Mule deer harvest information
from Washington, Adams and Valley Counties during the 2001,2002 and 2003 hunting seasons.
Information exam ined will include hunter population numbers, animal harvest numbers, the number of
bucks and does harvested, weapons used and number of days in the field. Based on the harvest data, this
report provides an analysis of hunter concentration and harvest success rate in each co unty. Additionally,
we will discuss trends in hunter and deer population that can be affected by Idaho Department of Fish and
Game policies. For examp le, assigning deer tags to specific hunting units rather than allowing hunters to
harvest deer in any unit, thus better controlling deer populations as is currently done wit h elk populations
in the state.
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF SPENDING ON EDUCATION, A VERAGE PERSONAL IN COME AND U NEMPLOYMENT LEVELS OF
VARIOUS STATES OF

USA

Riya Bhattacharya (Department of Finance) Patrick Shannon
This project WIll JI1clude a comparative study of spending on education, average pe rsonal income/GDP
and unemployment levels of various states of USA. Data will be collected from secondary sou rce, which
mainly include Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bureau of economic Analysis, econom ic and government data,
other aUXilia ry sources such as Federal Education Grants to states, Student enrollment data and a few
other re levant web sites. These data will be organized together with respect to states and converted into
graphs and charts, which WIll make the analysis much easier and more meaningful. The variables like
income; spending and unemployment of specific states will be compared against the spending on
education of that state on universities and degree grantmg institutions. This study will be useful in finding
out the relationship between the education expenditure in specific states and the mcome, spending and
unemployment rates in those states. It will be seen if there is a direct correlation of spending on education
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- Abstracts and persona l in come or unemployment using stat isti cal methods. This wit! further enable to take any steps
regarding education to obtain any desired results by any universities, states etc. The study will investigate
if there is any statisti cal correlation in government educat ion spending, income and unemployment.
BRANDED FEATURES: RESTAURANT FOODS
Jenmfer Suitter, Daniel Kessler, Brett Peterson, Bryan Roberts, & Richard Taylor (Department of Marketing

and Finance) Irina Sego
Co-branding occurs when two or more organizations agree to closely link their brand names and
essentially form a "new" product. For examp le, TG.I. Fri day's lists JacK Daniels flavored products on its
menus. Marketers bel ieve brand ing provides perceptions of higher quality to consumers and therefore
preference. We conducted in -depth interviews with consume rs to discern whether the presence of bran ded
ingredients on restaurant menus influenced quality perceptions of restaurants. Each interviewee was
given two menus; each exactly alike having the same entrees and pricing with the exception that one was
peppered with branded ingredients. The study found that the presence of brand names added value or
qua lity. Most respondents would not pay extra for branded ingredients, but mentioned they are a "nice
bonus." Ultimate ly, our study fou nd that the presence of a bra nd name on a menu did alter the consu mer's
view of restaurant quality.
A COMPARATIVE ANA LYSIS OF BUSINESS-TO- BuSI NESS AND BUSIN ESS TO CONSUMER CA LLING M ETHODS

Katie Wos/ager (Department of Networking, Operations and Information Syste ms) Patrick Shannon

Sturner & Klein Call_Solutions, a Boise tele marketing firm conducts Business-to-Business (B2B) telephone
surveys for National trade publications, and Business to Consumer (B2C) calls for selling and renewing
magazine subscriptions. The purpose of this ana lysis is to compare the two types of calling methods, B2B
or B2C, and the ir pe rformance using the same statistical variables. Not only Will a comparison determine
what type of ca ll generates the best performance, but it will also answer the following questions: (1)
Which group, male or female telephone survey representatives (TSR's), perform above the specified survey
goal? (2) What magazines generate the highest number of sales per hour? In analyzing these data, two
B2B tra de publications and two B2C magazine subscriptions will be used to determine this rnformation.
(3) Time zone analysis. Is there a specific time zone, Pacific, Mountain, Centra l. or Eastern, or time of day
between 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. (MST) that produces a higher percentage of sales? The survey data will
be collected from an automated dialing syste m that operates on a pacing algorithm. By the end of this
statistical analysis, Sturner & Klein Call_ Solutions will be able to examine wh ich calling group is the most
profitable for the company and help them eva luate potential solutions for increased profitability.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
MARCH OF D ,MES -

BOISE STATE UN IVERSIT Y FOLIC ACID AWA RENES CAMPA IG N

Trevor W Newby (Department of KineSIOlogy) Caile Spear
During the spring of 2004, the Ma rch of Dimes funded a Fo lic Acid Awareness Campaign for Boise State
Unive rsi ty. The two health promotion majors developed, Implemented, and evaluated the Boise State
University Folic Acid Awareness Campaign as part of their student internship. The campa ign lasted five
days, April 12th-16th, and was carried out in association with the Health & Wellness Center at BSU. The
purpose of the campaign was to assess student knowledge of folic acid and its health benefits at basel ine
and then create multilevel educational rnterventions to increase knowledge and awareness. Interventions
inclu ded a workshop, brochure and fol ic acid water bottle dissemination, orange fo li c acid stress balls and
a folic acid smoot hie bar at mu ltiple locations across campus. The final eva luation showed a 19% increase
in awareness of the importance of taking folic acid everyday and the health benefits for both men and
wo men
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ASSESSMENT Of BOISE STATE V ENDING M ACHINE SNACK O PTIONS A ND STUDENT AND EMPLOYEE SNA CK PREFERENCES

Keeley Osborn (Depart ment of Kinesiology) (a ile Spear
The 2003 college health assessment at Boise State University indicated that 47 % of the students were

overweight or obese. Rising obesity and overwe ight rates are in part related to poor food choices. Health,
Wellness & Counse ling Services (HWC Services) created a survey to assess campus commun ity Interest in
hea lth ier snack choices in the 100 vending mach ines on the Boise State campus. Six-hundred Boise State
st udents. facu lty and staff comple ted the thirteen -Item survey. Survey questions included opin ions
regarding snack se lect ion and barr iers to choosing healthy items. The majority of respondents felt eating
healthy snacks was important, but very few felt that the vending machines offered hea lthy snacks. As a
resu lt of the needs assessment conducted at Boise State University and other surveys distributed
nationwide by Canteen Vending Services, Canteen launched a new nation-wide campa ign ca lled Balanced
Choices in November 2004 to offer healthier snack options at Boise State and nationwide.
THE EFFECTS Of D IFFERENT W ARM- U P STRATEGIES IN O LYM PIC W EiGHTlIFTING

Josh Redden (McNair Scholar) (Department of Kinesiology) Chad Harris
The purpose of this study was to Investigate the effectiveness of two types of clean pull routines
commonly used du ring compet ition. Subjects randomly completed a contro l conditions (C; two sets of one
repeti t ion at 85% of l-RM of fu ll clean) or one of two different treatment conditions in a crossover design:
Tl, one clean pu ll of 100% of t he full clean ] -RM 4 minutes prior to an 85% full clean; or n, th ree clean
pulls at 85% of the fu ll clean ]- RM 4 minutes prior to 85% full clean. The control condition served to
establish baseline data (average of 85% clean) against which the ki nematic and kinetic parameters of the
two treatment conditions were compared . Results indicated that the total load lifted (volume) in T2 was
2.54 times as high as in T1 (".p = ,000]). There we re no significant differences between kinematic and
kinetic parameters across any of the condit ions. The Jack of statistical differences between the two
treatment cond itions indicates that both are sufficient to keep at hletes warmed-up and prepared for their
next lifting attempts. However, due to the reduced volume of T2, the athlete has a better chance of
avoiding cumu lative fat igue during the course of the competition and could theoretically perform better
towa rd the end of the competition.
C HILDREN'S PREPARATION FOR A CADEMIC, L EADERSHIP A ND SOCIAL C OM PETENCE AFTER L EAVING A P RIVATE SCHOOL

Jessica Smith-Fisher (Departmen t of Early Ch il dhood Stud ies) Carr ie Mori
This study investigated the following questions:
1. What are the student and parent's experiences of the transition from a private school to the new
academic experience?
2, Did the students continue to have success after leaving the school?
3. Did friendsh ips, started at the private schoo l. cont inue after the students left the school?
All students and their parents who attended this school were sent a written su rvey to gather data on their
pe rceptions of transition, academic preparation, and social preparation upon entering a new academic
setting, Of over 400 surveys mailed, only ten percent of the surveys were returned. Due to the limited
number of returned surveys conclusions cannot be made regarding the questions. While the information
from the surveys was for the most part positive, over half of the respondents reported that their children
did need additional support for math and reading. The low rate of returned surveys may indicate a
challenge of mainta ining commitment of alumni suppo rt. Recommendations for the school include a.
garner a sense of ongoing commitment during the time the child is in the program; b. enlist alumni to
provide ongoing and system ic support and guidance; and c. Investigate the academic success of child ren
afte r they transit ion to a new school.
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FORCE M ICROSCO PY (MFM) IM AGI NG O F MAG NETIC M ATERIAtS
David Araujo & Zak Clark (Department of Materia ls Science and Engmeering) William B. Knowlton

T ECHN IQUES FOR M AXIMIZI NG MAGNETIC

Magnetic Force Microscopy (MFM) is a scanning probe microscopy (SPM) technique that is highly sensitive
to magnetic force interactions of the probe and the near surface of a magnetic material. The resu lting
data are two and three-dimensional representat ions of the magnetic force interactions or magnetic field
strength produced by the material. In this study, efficient techniques are developed that allow the

microscopist to find a set of parameters that maximizes the magnetic field Interaction and thus produces
high quality Images with maximum reso lution and contrast. This study shows that the Lift Scan Height and
Drive Amplitude parameters have the greatest influence on overall magnetic field imaging. Adjustment of
these parameters in a way that ensu res the greatest magnetic field interaction is shown to produce
quality images of the highest contrast and resolution .

55, SMITH'S FERRY TO ROU ND V ALLEY REALIGNMENT
Ricardo Calderon, Matt Tovey, Eddie Sanchez, Eric Waag, & Paul Walz (Department of Civil Engineering)

STATE H IGHWAY

Stephen Affleck
A section of Idaho State Highway 55 passing through Smith's Ferry is to be improved due to current
inadequate safety and design conditions. A new alignment west of the existing road will be considered.
This ali gnme nt will have a design speed of 50 miles-per-hour (mph) and wi ll include the construction of a
new bridge to cross the North Fork of the Payette River. The road will require a substantia l amount of
earthwork, retaining structu res, and geometriC design considerations. The bridge will be approximately
1,800 feet long, 250 feet high from the base of the canyon, and Will requ ire numerous piers, footi ngs, and
abutments.
EFFECT IVENESS OF B ICYCLE H ELMETS

Patrick Callahan (Department of Mechanical Engineering) Michelle Sabrck
Bicycle accidents can lead to head injuries, especially when a he lmet is not worn . This study will determine
the effectiveness of three different types of bicycle helmets to reduce the chance of head injuries during
an accident. Three different bicycle helmets Will be dropped severa l times from a fixed he ight With a
weight inside to determine the average vertical ground reaction forces associated with each. These forces
will be compa red to determine which helmet is most effective in reducing the chance of a head Injury.
CORRELATIN G THE R-V ALUE O BTAINED FROM SOILS IN THE STATE OF IDAHO

P. Ryan Camp, Wei Wang, & Mona Vu (Department of Civil Engineer ing) Joseph C. Sener
The re lationships between R·Value and percent finer than No. 200, No. 40, and No.lO sieves, plasticity
index, optimum moisture content. and maximum dry denSity soil tests have been investigated in this study.
Idaho Department of Transportation's archival data, where over 6,000 soil samples were obtained, were
eva luated and statistically analyzed to formulate correlations among the studied material characterist ics.
Strong relationships were established by generating triple plots between the following soi l characteristics:

L R-Value, Percent Passing No. 200 Sieve, and Plasticity Index

L R-Value, Percent Passing No. 40 Sieve, and Plasticity Index
L R-Va lue, Pe rcent Passing No. 10 Sieve, and Plasticity Index
L Maximum Dry Density, Optimum Moisture Content, and Plasticity Index
L R-Value, Maximum Dry DenSity, and Optimum Moisture Content
L R-Va lue, Maximum Dry Density, and Pe rcent Finer than No. 200 Sieve
L R-Va lue, Optimum Moisture Content, and Percent Finer than No. 200 Sieve

- •
It was found that usrng a combination of the correlations a reliable R·Va lue could be predi cted. thus it is
probable to eliminate the comp lex, time consuming and expensive R-Value tests.
A UTOM ATED SPI NE SEGM ENTAT ION

Brady Catherman {Department of (ompute r Science) Am it Ja in
Spine segmentat ion IS a process whe re each vertebrae are identified within a 3D image of a human spine.
An automated spine segmentation program allows accurate classification of spine deformit ies and
reduces the ti me required to bu ild spine models in Boise State University's Rapid Prototyping Lab. These

models assist the doctors in corrective surgery. However, compute r automated segmentation takes a large
amount of comput ing time. We have developed a version of the segmentation softwa re that runs on the
Boise State Un iversity Beowulf Cluster with 120 processors. This reduced the time reqU1 red to run the
program from 3 hours to 3 minutes. Currently, we are developing an enhanced version of the
seg mentation software, which will work on a wider range of data.
C OM PARISON Of M ECH ANI CAL B EHAVIOR FOR STAINLESS STEEl AND T ITANIUM RODS IN A SPIN AL- P ELVIC FIXATI ON
A SSEMBLY WITH LUMBAR C URVATURE

Brandon Chaffin (Department of Mechanical Engineer ing) An thony Paris
The study of the bio mechan ica l behavior of spinal -pelvic fixation asse mblies with stainless stee l and
titan ium rods in a vertabrectomy model was done. The assemblies consist of a plastic model of a pelvis and
a plastic model of a verte bra connected by two spinal implant rods that are inserted into the pe lvis model
and attached to the verteb ra with two closed pedicle screws. The lumbar curvature model was developed
by examining the x-rays of 12 patients that currently have spinal implant rods and statistically predicting
the curvature of the lower back. The rods we re bent to the shape of the model with regula r medical
equipment. The assemblies were loaded until failure. The difference in mechanical behavior of the
sta inless steel and t itan ium rods may be useful to surgeons in selecting the most appropriate implant
material.
I N-SI TU A TOMIC FORCE M ICROSCOPY (AFM) AND D EVICE C HAR ACTERIZATION OF A CHEMICAL FIELD EFFECT T RA NSISTOR

(CHEMFET)
Zak Clark & David Jenkins (Department of Materials Science and Engineering) Wil liam B. Knowlton
2004 Recipient, Research and Creative ActIvity Award, Office of the Vice President for Research
The ope rationa l theory of a chemical field effect transisto r (Chem f ET) suggests that local charges
attached to the polymer coated gate of the transistor Wi ll noticeably alte r the characteristic operation of
the device. Due to the fragile nature of the polymer, any attempt to investigate the ChemfET behavior in
a controlled manner must both be physically non·destructive and preserve the electrical ope ration of the
device. This study shows the ability of an innovative in-situ AFM technique that incorporates an AFM
system and an advanced electrical device characterization system to Investigate the behaVior of a
Chem FET. The AFM syste m and the advanced electr ical device characterizat ion system are comprised of
two unique syste ms with independent capabi lit ies. A novel in-situ AFM approach is presented that uses
both systems in combination and simultaneously acqunes multiple ChemFET device cha racter istics.
IEEE 802 . 1S.4A C OM PLIANT M EDIUM A CCESS C ONTROL L AY ER
Jonathan Cofe, James Gray, & Creg Unruh (Department of Electrica l Engineering) Sin Mlng Lao
The Instit ute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) has set forth a standard for wireless personal
area ne tworks (WPAN) that is ca ll ed the IEE E 802.15 standa rd. This WPAN standard is specifica lly
designed for low range, low data rate, and extremely low power wireless devices. Th is paper descnbes the
deSign of a Mediu m Access Control layer (MAC) that is compliant with the IEEE 802.1 5 standa rd. The
MAC has been designed using a combination of hardware description languages (VHDL and Veri log) and
C programming language. The MAC has been implemented using a Field Programmable Gate Array
(FPCA).
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STATISTICAL C OMPARISONS OF DEGRADATION FEATURES

Jonathan Cole & Brad Huttash (Department of Electrical Engineering) Elisa Barney-Smith
Whenever a text image gets converted from a printed copy to an electronic copy via a scanner, certain
amounts of degradation will occu r. These degradations are often not a problem for the human eye, but
can be extremely difficult for optical characte r recogn ition (OCR) software to handle. In th is project. we
statist ica lly compare pa irs of populations of degraded character images created with different model

parameters to see which correlations exist between the different model parameters. The mode l
parameters used in this project are the following: point sp read function (psf), psf width, and binarization
threshold. Knowl edge of the correlation between different model parameters may prove valuable for
improving the abil ity of OCR software to handle degradations.
PROJECT ESTI MATION

Robert Collins (Department of Construction Management) Charles Gains
For some project manage rs and estimators it is difficu lt to develop a fast, accurate hard bid on residential
units. In the construction field, now more than ever, owners want it built better, faster, and cheape r. How
do I accompl ish this task? I have simula ted this prob lem over the past four years by building a program
that wou ld equate complex quantity take-offs into simpl ified entries and keystrokes. This is done by the
fo ll owing method:
1. Takeoff of desired item.
2. A lookup function is performed to assign a known va lue.
3. From a database the value is assigned a cost/unit number.
4. The cost/unit number is equated into the item total costs.
5. The item Itotal costs are then cross-referenced with labor rates.
6. The labor rates then convert into a pre liminary job schedule
This program, used properly, will provide a more time efficient and accurate estimate.
D EFECT A CCUMULATION IN 2 NM SI02 LAYER OF M ETAL OXIOE SEMICONDUCTOR (MOS) D EVICES - EFFECTS ON D EVICE

& CIRCUIT OPER ATION
Mark Elgin, David Jenkins, & David Whelchel (Departm ent of Electr ical Engineering) Will ia m Knowlton

The cont inu ed scaling of integrated circuits (ICs) remains a key concern for design and rel iability engineers
as the performance of each consecutive generation IS expected to outperform the last. Particularly, the
dependability of Si02 gate oxides has been scrutinized , as it may be a severely limiting factor in the future
of microe lect roni c devices. The gate oxide is a very thin layer of Si02 that is used as an insulator in metal
oxide semiconductor field effect transistors (MOSFETs). Stu dies have shown that the gate oxide
experiences dielectric wear out or breakdown over time. Wear out and breakdown degrades the insu lat ive
properties of the gate oxide, thereby reducing the transistor characteristics and the performance of the
circuits. In this study, the effects of wear out on the characteristics of 2nm p-channel (pMOSFETs) are
examin ed. Additi onally, effects on the inverter ci rcuit, in which the pMOSFET is a component, are studied.
Data, analysis, test methods and a further explanation of th e issues of gate oxide reliability will be
presented in poster format.
SENSITIVITY ANA LYSIS OF THE D OMENICO EQUATION FOR PREDICTING CONTAMINANT T RANSPORT IN GROUNDWATER

Jordi Figueras (Department of Civi l Engineering) Molly Gribb
Movement of contaminants in groundwater can be predicted using the Domenico analytical so lution with
appropriate parameter Inputs that describe the contaminant and site characteristics. Previous resea rch
has shown the deterministic sensitivity of this equation with respect to changes in contaminant sou rce
width, thickness, hydraulic conductivity, hydraul ic gradient, dispersivity, porosity, and fraction of organ ic
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carbon for different travel times and distances. Values for many of these parameters are difficult to
measure, and therefore often approximated. Deterministic sensitivity values can be used to determine the
effects of errors in parameter values on contaminant concen tration predictions, Unfortunately, these
sensitivities cannot be directly compared since each has different units. In th is wo rk, one percent
prediction sensiti vit ies are calcula ted for different distributions of Input parameters and compared to
determine the relative importance of each parameter on predicted contaminan t concentrations. This
Information can be used to determine which parameters are most important to measure, and which can be
approximated, without unduly affecting contaminant concentration predictions.
D IGITALLY A OORESSABLE LIGHTING INTERFACE ( D A lI) I MPLEMENTATION WITH FPGAs AND Z, LOG M ICROCONTROttER

Ayush Goyal, Darren Shrader, Darin Frederiksen, & Tim Maness (Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering) Sin Ming Loo

This paper describes an implementation of Digitally Addressable lighting Interface (DAlI) using field
programmable gate arrays (FPGAs) and a ZilOG microcont roller. A grap hi ca l user interface (GUI) controls
master and slave units via the ZILOG microcontroller. Each slave unit controls indi vidual lights and
performs functions such as brightening lights, dimming lights, and sending information about the status of
the lights back to the GUI.
C OMPARING STAINLESS STE fl AND TITANIUM SPINAL- P ELVIC FIXATI ON RODS BASED UPON M ECHANICAL P ROPERTIES

Joshua Gunderson (Depart ment of Mechanical Engin ee ring) Anthony Pa rks

This paper com pares the results of three standard mechanical properties tests on the two metals used
most often In spinal-pelvic fixation rods manufactured fo r Johnson and Johnson's ISOLA system. Stainless
steel has been preferred fo r decades, but with the improvement of titanium alloys there is now a question
as to which material is more suitable for preparation and implantatIOn and for sustaining the loads
requ ired to support a damaged or deformed spine. Sta inless Steel (ASTM F-138) and Tita ni um (ASTM F136) rods are tested in tension fo r ultimate tensile st rength yield st rength, and modulus of elasticity.
Rockwell Hardness tests are conducted for hardness values and as an alternate source of ultimate tensile
strength. Samples of each metal are polished, etched and examined with a microscope to reveal and
compare microstructures. Test results are used to discuss the characteristics of each material in order to aid
sUfgeons in determining wh ich to implement.
C AL 3.0 FUNCTIONALITY VERIFICATION

Chris Hale (Department of Electrical Engineering) Elisa Barney-Smith

The CAL 3.0 computer program was designed for use in processing data obtained through
electromyography. Th e new program waS necessary to solve problems with existing software. However,
many of the functions have not been independently verified. The goal of the cu rrent resea rch is to
expe rim entally verify the RMS smoothing function and seve ra l filter designs.
R EDUCTION OF D EFECT D ENSlTlES ON SILICON l A SI K SURGICAL BLADES

Kory Hall (Department of Electrica l Engineering) Jeff Jessing

Recent research ha s been conducted to produce Bulk Micromachined silicon lASIK surgica l blades at BSU.
Due to process limitations at BSU, crystallographic defects have been observed along the blade plane and
edges of these blades. This work focuses on the reduction of these defects using three methods available
at BSU. The first method is to Incorporate isopropyl alcohol (IPA) into the chemical bath during the silicon
etch. The second method involves the growth and removal of a thermal oxide on the blade samples. The
thi rd method Involves expe rimentation with removi ng the nit ride masking layer used to produce th e
blades. The Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM), Profiler, and Optical Profi ler will be used to determine
the surface roughness and ra dius of cu rvature before and after each experiment m order to quantify
results.
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A SIMULATION OF A WINTER I NVERSION EVENT IN THE T REASURE V ALLEY

Luke Hindman & Justin Shepherdson (Department of Computer Science) Paul Dawson

We performed a simu lation of a winter inversion event from January 2004, uSing the 'state-of-the-science'
regiona l meteorological forecast model ca lled WRF (Weathe r Research Forecast). This inversion event was
the most severe event during the 2003 -04 winter season, a perfect case study to put WRF though it's
paces. The WRF software was run on the BSU Linux Beowulf cluster, and the simulation produced results of
temperature, relative humidity, and wind speed/direction. These results were then compared to
observations of these same parameters. The resu lts are presented using GIS visualization and ana lysis
software, as we ll as a 3-D graphics package called VIS-50. Our goal is to couple the WRF code with Air
Qual ity code to actually forecast winter inversion and air pollution events in the Treasure Va lley.
ADVANCED FABRICATION TECH NIQUES FOR A N I ON M OBILIT Y SPECTROMETER IN

l ow T EMPERATURE C O- FIRED C ERAM ICS

Brian Jaques (Department of Mechanical Engineering) Amy Moll

Ion Mobility Spectromete rs (IMS) can measure the prese nce of many volati le organic ca rbons.
Miniaturization of an IMS would allow deployment in multiple areas giving "real time~ data readings. This
project is focused on the development of a miniature IMS fa bricated with low Temperature Co-Fired
Ceramics (lTCC). Fabricating an IMS in lTCC allows a constant electric field from the ability of close-packed
electrodes, about 128 per inch. Fabrication techniques for an IMS in LTCC in cl ude a constrained heated
lamination process, precision mi lling, and extended furnace firing profiles. Wh ile the newest technology
has only repo rted to fabr icate 100 layers, the work we have completed includes a successful device of 156
layers of printed circuitry and five embedded meta l gates.
D ESIGN OF A SMALL W INO ENERGY SYSTEM

Richard Kidneigh. Matt McGee, & Harry Keat (Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering) Said Ahmed·
Zaid

Idaho has been identified as a prime geographical location for potential wind power generation. It is the
goal of th iSprolect to develop a cost-effective small ·sca le wind turbine to be used In the Southern Idaho
region. The wind turbine design approach involves four general steps over the course of the academic
year. These steps include research and data collection, computer simula tion, system asse mbly, and wind
turbine testing. A wind energy system IScomprised of a set of wind blades connected to a shaft that
converts wind energy Into mechanical shaft torque. A generator then converts mechanical power into
electrica l power. The performance of several different types of generation systems will be evaluated
including the squirrel -cage induction generator, the doubly fed induction generator, and the di rect-drive
synch ronous gene rator. The completed system wi ll be tested with the Boise State Un iversity wind tunnel.
M ICRO· ROCKET N OZZLES IN l ow TEMPERATURE C o- FJRED C ERAMICS
Seth Kuhlman (Department of Mechanical Engineering) Amy Mol l

In recent years engineers and designers have developed many technological advancements that have
propelled industry into designing components for smaller and sma ll er applicat ions. These advancements
have been carried toto Aerospace industries for the design of mi niature satellites. With the reduction In
size of satellites there is a need for smalle r thrusters for orb ital contro l of the satellites. This work will
present the design, build, and test a rocket nozzle from Low Temperature Co-Fired Ceramics (LTCC) for use
on miniature the satellites. The nozzle design incorporates the use of Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD)
and a Rao design methodology to determine the highest efficiency of the nozzle. The fab rication process
of the nozzl es involves the use of CAD software and CNC mi lling techniques. The testmg of the nozzles
requires the construction of a testing station that can mon itor the mass-flow rate, internal pressure, and
thrust output of the rocket nozzle.
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EFF ECT OF EX TERNA L AND INTERNAL ROTATION OF THE FOOT ON A CA LF RAISE EXERCI SE

Seth Kuhlman (Depa rtm ent of Mechanical Engineering) Michelle Sabick

Many athletes need the abili ty to outpe rform their compet ition in running or Jumping events. There are
numerous exercises that can be pe rformed to increase their runn ing or jumping abi lity. One prima ry
exe rcise is the calf raise. The goal of this study is to determine if different positions of the foot Will exercise
the muscles of the calf more efficiently. The positions tested are based on the externa l and int ern al
rotation of the lower leg and foot from the anatomica l position . The three positions are: no rotation, 150
exte rn al rotation, and 150 in ternal rotation. The efficiency of the lift is based on which position works the
most muscles. Elect romyography (EMG) will be used to determine which muscles are active throughout the
ca lf ra ise. In addition, floor mounted load cells determine how the body's weight is distributed onto the
foot during the calf ra ise.
EFFECT OF SCANNER D EGRADATIONS ON EDGE LOCATION A LGORITHMS

Craig McCillvary (Department of Electrical Eng ineering) Eli sa Barney-Smith

When a scanne r degrades an image, it blurs an d samples the image, adds random noise and then
thresholds it to form a black and white image. Many of the algori thm s for measuring t he extent of blu rring
and the level of thresholding require us to measure the location of edges that have been deg raded. We are
researching how our abi li ty to find the location of these edges is affected by the degradation process itself.
We are also researchi ng ways to im prove edge location algorithms that take the scanner deg radation into
account.
FLUOROSCOPIC ANA LYSIS OF KN EE JOINT K INEMATICS

Abhlraam Mocherla & Charles Scott (Departm ent of Elect ri cal Engin eering) Elisa Barney-Smith

The objective of the research is to develop a method for collecting accurate, 3-D kinematics data of bones
and joints In vivo using a video fluoroscopy techn ique. This can be used to find the reason why Anterior
Cruciate li gament (ACL) occurs in women athletes more than men. The ACl connects the fe mur and tibia
at the knee joint and its motion results 10 injuries. The methods involved are CT scan and fluoroscopic xray of th e joint. A CT scan of a porcine leg at various positions is conducted. Using compute r and imaging
processing, th e CT scan is converted to a 3-D image via Digital Reconst ructed Rad iog rap h (ORR).
Simultaneously, edges of the bones are detected in real and projected Images and the 2-D is matched with
the 3-D Image to obta in a 6-DOF (6 Deg rees of Freedom) model of the bone.
AN OMALOUS CURRENT-VOLTAGE CHARACTERISTICS IN U LTRA-THIN OXIDE MOS D EVICES
Patrick Nagler (Department of Elect rical Engineermg) William B. Knowlton
2004 Recipient, Research and Creative Activity Award, Office of the Vice President for Research
Even as semiconductor devices progress to smaller dimensions and thinne r ox id es, a transistor rema in s a
transistor. Subsequently, basic transistor action is ve ry well known and characterized; th erefore, when
transistors are scaled and experiments reveal behavior outside of the known normal ch aracteristics, it is a
cause for conce rn . Metal oxide se miconductor field effect transistors (MOSFETs) with 2 nm ga te oxides
have been characterized which displayed an abno rma l decrease in output current under condit ions that
typically cause a MOSFET to attain a state of cu rr ent satu ration. It was hypothesized that the sharp
decrease in output current may be the result of a charge car rier ·phonon interaction (quanta of lattice
Vibrations). Seve ral methods were used to prove or disprove this hypoth esis. This study disproves th e
hypothesis and shows that the anomalous characteristics are a result of asymmetry be tween the sources
and drain regions of the device.
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P RINTER M ODELING

Brandon Nixon, Jim Steele, & Elijah Udeochu (Department of Electrical and Computer Eng ineering) Elisa
Barney-Sm ith
The goal of our research is to develop and calibrate a model for the distribution of toner particles in laser
printers. Information from a working model could then be used to Improve the Optical Character
Recognit ion (OCR) process when scanning documents, An initial model has been developed and the

research is in the testing and ca li bration phase. To test the accuracy and calibrate it, hundreds of
microscopic pictures are used to compare whether small pixel patterns match what is expected from the
model that we have developed.
SEARCHING FOR NON-ExiSTENT NEE DLES IN A DNA H AYSTACK
Ben Noland (Department of Computer Science) Amit Jain

In an effort to understand the limitations placed on DNA by evolutionary pressure, we have developed a
parallel program that searches DNA for non -existent sequences. We have run th is on the human genome,
which is about 2.87 billion characters long, and have identified 86 length 11 sequences that do not exist.
If the human genome was random (no evolutionary pressure), then the probability of this happening is
less than 10 to the power of ·311. The program is being run on the Boise State Beowulf Cluster with 122
processors. Using the cluster allowed us to run the program about 40 times faster than would be possible
on a single workstation.
AClINJURI[S IN THE SPORT OF A LPINE SKIING AND WAYS TO M ITIGATE THIS R ISK

Michael Keith Oliver (Department of Mechanical Engineering) Michelle Sabick
A common injury in the sport of alpine skiing is a tearing of the anterior cruciate ligament or ACl. This
occurs when a skier falls over the tail end of their ski in a phenomenon known as "phantom foot.~ The
large forces involved In fa lling act through the long moment arm of the ski to subject the knee to a very
large torque. This study attempts to quantify this torque and research solutions to avoid the moment
being transferred to the ligaments in the knee. A subject will don a ski and a measured force will be
applied perpendicular to the end of the ski, with a simp le torque calculation following. This raw data will
be processed and run through a detailed ana lysis. From this analysis, we can recommend ways to mitigate
the dangers to the ACL during alpi ne skiing.
THE MAZE SoLVING RO BOT

Sang Hyun Park & Nick Pauly (Department of Electrical Engineering) Nader Rafla
The maze solving robot will study and store maze information and calculate the shortest path to the
center of the maze. Each year competitions are held that encourage participants to use var ious
engineer ing discip lines, such as electrical, mechanical, and computer. Robots must solve the maze given
only the maze dimensions. Our maze solving robot will be built using stepper motors from old 5.25 inch
floppy drives. Infrared sensors will be used to detect the walls of the maze. A PIC18F452 microcontroller
will be used to control all robot functions. Elements of digital/analog ci rcuit layout and design, logic
implementation, computer programming, system control, and power management wi ll all be used in the
creation of the maze-salving robot.
THE IM PACT OF liGHT WAV ELENGTH ON THE M ORPHOLOGY OF EM ILIANIA HUXlEYI

Teri Penza (Department of Mechanical Engineering) Janet Hampikian
Emiliania huxleyi, is the most abundant calcite · producing unicellular algae in the marine environment. It
can fix atmosphe ric carbon via photosynthesis and biomineralizat ion, mak ing it an im portant factor in the
flux of C02 across the air-sea interface. The arch itecture of the calCite she ll IS intricate and interesting in
terms of potential novel material applications. In order to further our understanding of the process by
which the calcite shell is formed we are conducting a series of tests to determine the impact of light
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wave length on shell morpho logy and architecture. It has been establ ished that growth rate is optim ized
under green light C", S60nm). E. hux will be grown under stable temperature (170C ± 1oc) and chemical
conditions (E hux stra ins and media to be provided by Tom Wah lun d at CSUSM) with different
monochromatic light sou rces and then exammed via SEM and XRD to determine the impact of light
wave length on its morpho logy/architecture.
FABRICATIO N OF A 3 D FIELD- EMISSION D EVICE

Todd Plum, Ko ry Hall, Nick Kaiser, & Michelle Sherwood (Department of Electrica l En gineering) Jeff Jessing
Fie ld-emission devices can be used in many appl ications in the sem iconductor world. Most devices
however, have to be fabricated wit h specific geometries and dimensions that all ow it to operate on ly in a
sing le mode. This project focuses on the fabrication of a 3D field-emission tip that can be operated in
severa l modes by varying the spacing between the tip and the electrode. The structure of this device will
be characterized using the scannmg elect ron microscope, Profller, and other metrology tools located in the
Idaho Microfabrlcation Lab (IMl) at BSU. Several sizes of field -emission devices are currently being
fabricated and will be studied to determine the appropriate dimensions required .
D ESIGN OF A D ELTA-SIGMA M ODULATOR HIGH-F IDEliTY A MPlifiER

Rudi Rashwand, Petru Sandor, Tami Nord-Taylor, & David Whelchel (Department of Electrical Engineering)
Nader Rafla
This technical report describes the design process and implementation of a de lta -sigma modulator (DSM)
high -fidelity ampl ifier to power a large speaker. The report begins with an overview of the ampl ifier and its
components by providing a top-level block diagram of each section. The sect ions of the amplifier include
an aud io pre ·amp lifier to condition the input signal and reduce noise, a DSM section capable of converting
an analog signal to a dig ital signa l, and a power amplifier section capable of powering a large speaker. A
small signal from an electric guitar was used as the input to the amplifier. Converting the input signal to
digital is preferable over analog due to less total power dissipation. The key concepts considered for the
design of the amp lifier include power levels, heat dissipation, gain, dynamic range, and low total harmonic
distortion. The techn ical report ends with a summary of the outcome of the design process.
& A CCURACY A NALYSIS
Torrey Roberts (Department of Mechanical Engineering) Michelle Sab ick

G OLF ClUB H EAD SPEED

Cl ub head speed contro l and accuracy is important to ball distance, height, and direction when swinging a
go lf club. A slower, less accurate club can result in golfer fatigue and frustration . In theory the cl ub head
ve locity should decrease with smaller club sizes. In addition several golf cl ub ma nufacturers cla im to offer
clubs that provide greater club head speed and accuracy than the competi tion. The purpose of this study
is to test various sizes of three different club brands to determme If there is a correlation be tween head
speed, accuracy, club brand, and club size. A student Wi ll swing 1,3, & 5 wood and 4, 6, & 9 iron clubs 6
times each and the cl ub head speed & location at the mid-point of t he sw ing wi ll be measured. The data
gathered wi ll be analyzed to determme If correlatIOns exist.
IMPROVED B INARIZATION OF D EGRADED IMAGES USI NG A M ODifiED LOCAL A DAPTIVE T HRESHOLDING TECHNIQUE

Delia-Alliece Russell & Tessa Triolo (Departmen t of Electrical Eng ineering and Computer Science) Elisa
Barney-Sm it h
We are attempting to improve binarization of document images, specifically binarization techniques that
are targeted towards documents that were scanned with uneven illumination. Binarization of document
images is an important step for optIcal character recognition (OCR) algorithms, and can have a significant
impact on OCR accuracy. We have examined several different binarization algorithms that use local
adaptive threSholding techn iques, and have determined that a local adaptive thresholding approach

deve loped by Niblack exhibi ts the (visua lly) best performance on a wide va riety of images. Howeve r,
Niblack's local adaptive thresholding algorith m has specific shortcom ings that need to be addressed for

optima l performance. We have deve loped modifications to the basic Niblack algorithm that address the
major shortco mings, and we present the results of ou r modifications in this poster.
ENERGY SCAVENGING D eVICE IN l ow T EMPERATURE CO- FIRED CERAMI CS

Sarah Scherrer (Department of Mechanical Engineering) Amy Moll
An Energy Scave nging device is be ing fabricated in low tempe ratu re co-fired ce ram ics (LTCC). This device
is a micro electro mechan ical system (MEMS) that converts vib rations into electrical power. Considerable
resea rch efforts have been focused on the deve lopme nt of MEMS devices including Energy scavenging
devices in Si. Although substantial progress has been made, Si is not ideally suited for all of the functions
that must be integrated into a system. In this device, vibrations will cause movement of a conductive coil
resting on a spring. The coil will move through a magnetic fie ld as the spring osci llates, transforming
magnetic flux lines to an electriC flow. ThiS innovative research in remote power supplies will enable the
development of robust, inexpensive devices. LTCC materials are uniquely suited to this app lication.
TH E AN ATOMY OF AN A TMOSPHERIC INVERSION EVEN T

Justin Shepherdson & Dustm Kayle (Depa rtment of Mechanical Engi neering) Pa ul Dawson
An inv ersion is a weather event where the atmospher ic tempe rature increases with altitude. Thi s causes a
cold layer of polluted ai r to become trapped In the valley and become a health hazard. These pol lution
levels are affected by the amount of pollution being released into the atmosphere and th e strength and
duration of the inversion. The objective of this research is to develop a correlation between the Air Quality
Index (AQI) an d the strength and duration on the inversion. Once the characteristics ofthe inversion are
predicted through meteo rological models, this corre lation can be used to predict AQI values.
RECONFIGURA8LE H ARDWARE RESOURCE U TILIZATION

Cameron Stewart (Department of Electrical and Compute r Engineering) Sin Ming Loo
This research examines different methods for analyzing "optimum" resource utilization In a reconfigurable
ha rdware envi ronment. The logical functionality of reconfigurable hardware can be alte red th roughout
the life of the hardware. Implementation of any design in a reconfigurable system is subject to two main
performance const raints: available physica l resou rces and computation requirements. Any task can be
imp lemented In hardware or software. Hardware implementation of a function is usually much faster than
software implementation, but could require an enormous amount of physica l resources. A software
implementation is usually slower and consumes less physical resources than a hardware implementation
because it executes in a mult ipurpose processor. In this research, a task is separated mto sub tasks, each
wi th hardware and software implementations. Each subtask implementation is analyzed for physical
resources and computation requirements. Various algorithms are then used to determine the optimal mix
of software and hardware implementations of all sub tasks for the system.
EROSION CON TROL ON CONSTRUCTION SITES

Jake Stones (Department of Construction Management) Charles Gains
Since its inception In 1970 the Env ironmental Protection Agency (EPA) has placed emphasis on protecting
our nation's water supplies. The National Pollution DiSCharge Elimination System (NPDES) regu lations
require the containmen t of contam inants and runoff from const ruct ion sites. Sigma Lambda Chi (BSU
Construction Management Honor Society) and its members continue to provide students with Information
and updates on the NPDES construction site regulations. Pa rtnering with the City of Boise Planning and
Development Se rVices, Sigma Lambda Chi members offer erosion control classes and cert ification for
constructi on management stud ents. These classes keep graduating students aware of the current
regulations and management practices designed to keep const ruction waste from polluting the
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environment. Students with thi s training are valuable to their perspect ive employers. This type of
su pplementary education, born of student initiative, prepares const ruction management students to face
the diverse chal lenges that are plentifu l in the construction industry.
THE EM ERGING SU STAINABLE B Uil DING MARKET

lake Stones (Department of Construction Management) Charles Gains
Increasing costs and higher demand for energy and raw materials are forCing markets to deal with
envi ronmental conce rns. Environmental markets are responding through the advent of "green" products
and services. The building construction ma rket is no exception to this developing market trend. The rece nt
appearance and ra pid acceptance of programs such as lea dership in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEEO) and Energy Sta r products are evidence of the green movement. The direct benefits to constructors
who partiCipate in sustainable enginee ring are both economic and environmental nature, and far
outweigh the initial costs of getting Involved. With owner demand for sustainable buildings on a steady
increase, the extent to which a constructo r involves his firm in sustainable enginee ring cou ld decide the
fin ancia l secu rity of hiS firm in th e future_ This research will provide a study of an emerging market and the
demand fo r that market.
P RODUCTION CODE ID M EMORY R EADER (PCIDER)
Gary VanAckern, Brandon Nixon, & Mike Shang (Department of Electrical and Compute r Engineering)
Nader Rafler

Integrated memory circuits store not only user da ta, but rather they permanently sto re production
information via fusible lin ks. These lin ks represent bits of data that are grouped into identification fields
that signify Information such as: fabrication location and date; lot number; die location. This information is
used by failure analysis enginee rs who correlate fai lures in memory deVices. The current fuse reading
device, pelDer, interfaces a host personal computer (PC) or personal digital assistant (PDA) to individual
memory chips for re ading such Information. The host communicates through a serial port interface to the
reader and accesses the memo ry device under test (OUT). The reader supplies ope rating powe r to the
OUT. This reade r is not able to satisfy the low powe r reqUirements, below 3.3 volts, of current generation
memory devices. The purpose of this project is to redesign the PClDe r to dynamically sca le supply voltages
between 3.3 and 1.8 volts to accommodate future memory fabrication technologies.
R EALIGNMENT OF SH-SS BETWEEN SMIT HS FERRY AND ROUND V ALLEY

George VanHorn, Jon Mills, Jeremy Brown, & Jordi Figueras (Department of Civil Engineering) Steven

Affleck
The current alignment of State Hig hway 55 (SH-55) between Smiths Fe rry and Round Valley is a
hazardous stretch of hig hway This section of SH-55 has numerous tight curves, which make for unsafe
driving cond itions. The Idaho Transport ation Depa rtme nt and HDR Engineering have completed some
preliminary envi ronmental impact studies to determine an approp riate route. We have chosen an eastern
al ignment, wh ich will provide a st raighte r hig hway, effectively el iminat ing the dangerous curves on the
cur rent roadway and improving driver safety. The new alignment will feature a bridge crossing the Payette
River about six miles downstream of the existing Rainbow Bridge. The new crossing will ease the burden
on the historic st ructure cu rrently in use without inter ru pting the beauty of the canyon further upstream.
Residents of Smiths Ferry will also benefit, as the new alignment will be moved east of their homes
without encroaching too closely on homes in Round Valley.
Is MRI A CCEPTABLE W HEN WO RKING WI TH PEDIATRIC G ROWTH PLATES?
Judy Wayne, Katy Roeske, & Ayush Goyal (Department of Mechanical Enginee ring) Joseph Gua rino
The number of anterior cruciate ligament (AC L) Inju ries in children has been rising, and if these injuries
are left untreated more serious problems can develop. In order to treat a to rn ACL it is necessary to dri ll
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through both the femur and the tibia to insert a grah to replace the torn ACL. In children this procedure is
complicated by the presence of growth plates. (T scans are a very accurate way of locating the growth
plates to allow surgeons to plan for ACL reconstruction. However, (T scans afe not advised for children due
to the rad iation. Our research compared 3-D mode ls derived from (T and MRI scans of the same growth
plates and determ ined that MRI scans are accurate enough to help plan for ACl reconst ruct ive surgery.
T ENNIS BAll COMP~ESSION T EST

Judy Wayne (Department of Mechanica l Engineering) Amy Moll

Most consumers assume that price reflects quality. We decided to test that assumption In tennis balls. We
chose five different types of tennis balls and determined how well they modeled a perfectly elastic collision
by measuring the force required to compress each ball the same distance. What we found was that all but
the lowest priced variety reqUired nearly the same force to compress. We also found that one of the midpriced var ieties was relative ly unChanged by the test, when all the others were signifICantly deformed.
D ISTRIBUTION Of W ATER WITHIN A SOIL COLUMN AS A FUNCTION OF V OLUMETRIC M OISTURE CONTENT AND T IME

Sara Wheeler (Department of Civil Engineering) Molly Cr ibb
Development of an understanding of contaminant flow and transport in soil is vital for remediation of
contaminated sites and testing of new subsurface sensors. Sod column tests are performed in the
laboratory to mimic field conditions to test new sensors that will be used to detect and quantify the
amount of gaseous contaminants present in the subsurface. During these tests, it is desirable to keep the
water distribution with in the soil column as uniform as possible. Th is research project involves evaluation
of the changes in soil water distribution within a soil column over the course of one to seven days for water
contents of 2% to 10% by volume. The resu lts Will determine the time interva l over which different initial
water contents will remain uniform. Th is information will be used to better control the experimental
condit ions under which the sensor will be tested.
C URRENT SENSOR D ESIGN FOR AN AC M OTOR D RIVE
Jason Wilson, Robert Trammel, Chad Kidd, & Steve Fullmer (Department of Electrical Engineering) Said
Ahmed -laid

This project is a study into the performance of current sensing devices. The aim is t o investigate cost and
performance of curren t se nsors and signal cond itione rs for matching phase currents of an induction motor
to the analog inputs of a DSP The project wi ll assure sensor performance during motor start-ups and guide
input/output parameters from phase current output to the analog voltage input of a DSP controller. The
end goa l is to convert the phase currents to voltage inputs at the DSP interface. We will evaluate different
sensor devices and choose a deSign based upon performance, Simplicity, cost and safety. The research will
explore the following sensor devices: Resistive Shunts, Hall·Effect Current Sensors, Current Transformers
and Rogowski Coils. The final sensor design will be used in the design of an AC induction motor drive
system.
EffECT OF T RAINING SETS ON OCR
Jason Wilson (Department of Electrical Engineering) Elisa Barney-Smith

This research examines the effect of Incorporating information from a degradation model in training set
generation for Optical Character Recognition (OCR) classifiers. These training sets provide classifier
programs with a basis for recognition when character degradations are present. Synthetic degradations
are created to model the degradations that a printed character undergoes during laser scann ing. Different
ways to dIVide the train ing set based on the model parameters are explored. OCR performance is then
analyzed with the incorporation of these training sets in the classifier.
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Andrew Wood, Brad Huttash, Mark Kniep, Craig McCilhvQry- & Kevin Titus (Department of Electr ical and
Computer Engineering) Scott Smit h

The project goal is to improve a prototype CPS telemetry tracking collar to be used in applications
requiring large data storage capacity, low power consumption, CPS beacon transmissions, acce lerometer
sensors, and remote data download capabilities. The improved prototype must be designed to operate
under long-duration (up to 1 year) test deployments on wolves, bear, elk, and livestock. The project
development cycle will include the design and implementation of: PCB solution, low power circuitry, data
storage management, encoded RF transm issions, sensor package, GPS based data beacons, and remote
data download capability. Short duration field tests will be pe rformed to test prototype capabilities. Field
deployment will proceed immed iate ly upon project completion.

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES
RESPONSE OF THE VENTILATOR SUBSEQUENT TO PATIENT DISCONNECTION DURINGDUAL-MODE VENTILATION
Essam Aljamhan, David W Southwick, King Abdu/aziz (Department of Respiratory Care) lonny J. Ashworth
In dual-mode ventilation the vent ilator delivers a test breath to determine the compliance and resistance of the
lungs. Each breath thereafter is pressure·limited such that the pressure level is automatically modu lated to
deliver a preset tidal volume. How do modern ventilators respond to a patient/ventilator disconnection du ring
dual -mode ventilation? Th ree ventilators. which were connected to a mechanical lung model, were involved in
the study. Va lues for Peak Inspiratory Pressure and Inspiratory Tidal Volume were recorded commencing with
recon nection of the ci rcuit until those values stabilized at pre-disconnection val ues. Th is study showed that only
one ven ti lator recalibrated with a test breath then modulated the pressure to obta in pre-disconnection values.
whereas the other two resumed at or near the pre·disconnection pressures. Clinical trials are necessary to assess
the significance on patients that expe rience a disconnection Or change in compliance during disconnection
when utilizing dual-mode ventilation.
AUTOMATIC TUBE COMPENSATION DURING EXPIRATION: WHAT EffECT DOES IT HAVE ON PEAK EXPIRATORY fLOWRATE?
Ross Armstrong (Department of Respiratory care) lonny Ashworth
Automatic Tube Compensation (ATe) compensates for resistance of ElT or tracheostomy tubes. With ATe
active during expiration (ATCexp), PEEP levels are reduced at the beginning of expiration in attempt to
deliver desired PEEP levels at the carina. This results in increased pressure gradients for exha lation, which
may inc rease peak expiratory flowrates. Peak expirato ry flowrates were measured immediately befo re the
exhalation valve with ATC off and on after the ven tilator stab ilized. With ATC on, peak expiratory flowrates
increased up to 12% with Cst 0.09 l/cm H20 at 10 cm H20 PEEP, 15% with Cst 0.07 l/cmH20 at 15 cm
H20 PEEP and 14% with Cst 0.05 l/cm H20 at 20 cm H20 PEEP. ATCexp increases peak expiratory
flowrates. Patients with ARDS/ ALI may benefit from ATCexp by decreaSing auto-PEEP. Patients with
emphysema/dynamic airway collapse may have reduction in airway splinting resulting in increased autoPEEP and increased wo rk-of-breath ing.
OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE TO SNOWMOBilE EMISSIONS AT YELLOWSTONENATIONAL PARK
Ian Percy (Department of Commun ity and Environmental Health) Dale Stephenson
In recent years, regulations regarding snowmobi le recreation in Yellowstone National Park have become
more restrictive. New regu lations limit the number of snowmobiles entering the park, restrict the engine
type, and require that all riders must utilize a licensed guide. Given these regulations, it is hypothesized
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- Abstracts that occupational exposures to the combustion products from snowmobile exhaust have decreased. This research
project performed occupationa l exposure mon itoring of National Park Service Employees wh ile working at the

West Entrance to Yellowstone National Park dur ing the 2004·2005 winte r season. Products of snowmobi le
exhaust includmg CO, NOx, VOCs, fine pa rticulates, and noise were sampled and the analytical results compared to
the occupational exposures during previous years. The purpose of this research is to determine if compliance with
current regulations regarding snowmobile recreation in Yellowstone National Park has any affect on the
occupational exposures received by park employees during the performance of their normal job tasks.
A SSESSMENT OF O CCUPATIONAL NOISE EXPOSURE AT THE BOISE A IRPORT

Darrel Krajnik (Department of Community and Environmental Health) Dale Stephenson
Em ployees at the Bo ise Ai rpor t are exposed to many no ise sources in various work environments. This research
project assessed noise exposures received by employees working in two different job tasks: 1) ground service
agents working on the air po rt runway/tarmac area, and; 2) manual baggage encoders working in the baggage
handling area. Personal sampling, area sampling, and octave-band analysis were performed for both job tasks.
Evaluation of occupational noise exposure was assessed by comparison of sampling results to standards
established by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration. In addition, hearing protection currently wo rn
by airport employees was assessed in terms of the provision of adequate attenuation based on noise exposure
levels. Fina lly, the overa ll results were used to make recommendations to reduce and control emp loyee noise
exposures.
V ENT ILATORY RESPONSE D URING D UAL- M ODE V ENTILATION A FTER REMOVA L OF A F'BEROPTIC BRON CHOSCOPE

Nikolas 5ira & Ross Armstrong (Respiratory Care) Lonny Ashworth
When an intubated patient has a bronchoscopy performed, the airway resistance Increases substantially while the
bronchoscope is Inserted. This study was designed to evaluate the response of three ventilators during simulated
bronchoscopy. Three ventilators were evaluated: Drager Evita 2, Puritan Bennett 840, Viasys Avea. Each ventilator
was connected th rough the same circuit. A cathete r was passed into the circuit, simulating a bronchoscope. The
ventilators were al lowed to equilibrate and then the catheter was removed. All of the ventilators delivered one
breath at the pressure reached with the catheter inserted resulting in an elevated VT. On the second breath the
pressure decreased to the level prior In the Avea, and the pressure lowered by no more than 3·4 cm H20 in the
840 and Evita 2. Each ventilator responds somewhat differently during dual·mode ventilation and the delivered
VT and pressures should be monitored closely.

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCE AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
W ARTI ME EXPERIE NCES AND T HEIR EFFECTS ON BOSNIA WAR SURVIVORS

Sandina 8egic (McNair Scholar) (De pa rtment of Psychology) Theodore W. McDonald & David Hall
The aim of this study was to investigate the long -term effects of war experiences on the psychological well ·being
of the residents of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Bosnia-Herzegovina version of the Harvard Trauma Questionnaire
and the Hopkins Symptom Checklist-25 were used to assess the level of trauma experienced during the 19921995 war and the symptoms of depression and anxiety almost a decade later, respectfully. As hypothesized, wa rrelated experiences we re positively correlated with PTSD, anxiety, and depression. Add itionally. PTSD
symptomatology emerged as being more prevalent than anxie ty or depression. The strongest predictors were lack
of shelter, dest ruction of perso na l property, ill health without medical care, forced evacuation, and disappea rance
or kidnapping of a family member. The results suggest that the mental health outreach should be targeted on
those who experienced greater exposure to wartime conditions and that outreach efforts to survivors of specific
experiences are particu larly warranted.
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C UB AN D ,A$PORA: RELOCATION Of C UBAN REFUGEES IN C OUNTRIES OF FIRST A SYLUM

Adriana Black (McNair Scholar) (Department of Sociology) Robe rt McCarl, Virg inia Husting, David Hall

This study Introduces co mparat ive ethnograph ies of Cuban refugees living in the United States (Boise, Idaho) and
in Latin Ame rican countries (southern Costa Rica ). These two groups represent a minor body of refugees for whom
the United States and Costa Rica se rve as coun tries of first asyl um. Theoretical considerations addressed in th iS
work are the Issues of immig rant identity through the refugee experience, separation from one's cultu re, and
introduction to a new culture. Data analys is revolves around demographic and sociolog ical data including fa mily
income, occupational adjustments, inter-ethnic relat ions, fami ly re lations, socio-econom lc status, education,
employment and government care of the refugee population.
DIALECTICAL THEORY ANDCONFLICT
50lfy Brown (Department of Com munication) laurel Traynowicz
Podium presentation
Dialectical theory is a ph ilosophy that is used to analyze an entire range of human behav ior from social orders to
ro les used in mass media. This theory is based on ga ining understanding through the opposing forces that are
ubiquitously found in our world. After looking at various ways social scientists have applied dialectics, and more
speci fica lly Leslie Baxter and Barbara Montgomery's (1 996) relational dialectics, to explain and understand social
phenomenon; we will see how this incredibly versatile theory can be applied to manage conflict effectively. Many
theories focus on teach ing conflict management too ls while dialectical theory can focus on the initial intent that
two parties need in orde r to manage confl ict effectively, a desire to understand the self and other. It is th rough
dialectical theory or the understanding gained by lOOking at the opposing needs or desires that co llaboration or a
win\win for both pa rties can be more easi ly found.

DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES AND URBAN EDUCATION Of RACIAL MINORITY CHILDREN IN IDAHO 1990-2004: AN ANALYSISAT THE
STATE, METROPOLITAN AND COU NTY LEVELS
Maggie Chiang (Department of Sociology) Huei-Hsia Wu
Using census 1990·2004 data, this analysis overv iews Idaho's demographic changes at the state, metropolitan
and county leve ls, thei r impact and challenges on the education of immigrant children of racial/ethnic minorities.
In addition, specia l attention is directed to the role of local communities in aSSisting and improving the
educational attainment (e.g., reducing the high school dropout rate) of racial/ethnic minority children. This
analysis finds seve ral Important demograph ic changes in Idaho since 1990s: In particular, the population
composition of racial/ethnic minorities, migration flows, immig ration, fertility, mortality, socioeconomic status,
employment and class of workers. These demograph ic patterns suggest t hat Idaho is becomi ng more
racially/ethnically/culturally diverse than the past, generating many new challenges to the popula tion and social
institution In Idaho. This analysis urges that po licy makers need to recognize the importance of local comm unities
in assisting racial minority ch ildren's future education. Finally, some poliCY suggestions are also provided.
ATTACHMENT THEORY AND THE INVESTMENT MODEl: THE SYMBIOSIS Of Two R,VAL TH EORIES.
Ke/fi Cortes, Christine P Pearson, Kevin Taylor, & )acquie Doniel (Department of Psychology) Wind Goodfriend
Podium presentation
Attachment Theory and the Investment Model are two of the most popular perspectives from which to study
romantic relationships. Although theorists from these two perspectives may view these th eories as very different
from each other, the pu rpose of th is study was to exp lore ways in which the theories overlap . Correlations showed
that individuals high in attachment avoi dance are less likely to have most types of relationship investments; this
most likely reflects their reluctance to form strong ties keeping them in relationships. Highly ambivalen t
individuals, however, are less likely to have tang ible investments (e.g., a shared bank account), but do not seem to
have a problem making intangible investments (e.g., time and effort spent on the relationship). It is Important to
contin ue to resea rch ways in which the two rich traditions of Attachment Theory and the Investment Model can be
symbiotic In thei r study of relationships.
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SPECIFICITY VS. GLOBAUTY IN MEASUREMENT: T YPES OF RElATIONSHIP COMMITMENT AND INVESTMENT

Jacqueline M. Daniel, Kelh Cortes, Christine L. Pearson, Kevin C. Taylor (Department of Psychology), Wind
Goodfriend
Two of the most researched and established constructs relevant to adult romantiC relationships are commitment
and investments, Much support has been found for the general principle that greater levels of investments (e.g.,
effort and time put into a relationship) predict greater leve ls of relationsh ip commitment. Regression tests
explored the associations between three types of relationsh ip commitment and four types of relatIOnship
investments, Although many researchers measure commi tment and investments as global constructs, recent
work has provided evidence that breaking down these constructs is both theoretically and empirically useful. The
purpose of the current work was to further explore the association between investments and commitment by
measurmg these specific types of each construct and testing associations among them. Results provide evidence
for the utility of measuring these constructs as specifical,y as possible, as opposed to the tradit ional global
approach to measurement. Further implications and future research goals will be addressed.
T OGETHER FOREVER? AG E AS A PREDICTOR OF REl ATIONSHIP C OMMITMENT AND IN VESTMENTS

Jacqueline M. Daniel, KeVin C. Taylor, Kelli Cortes, & Christine L. Pearson (Department of Psycho logy) Wind
Goodfriend
The purpose of the current work was to further investigate comm itment and Investments In relationships with a
focus on how these constructs relate to age. Goodfriend and Agnew (2002) established that there are four types
of relationship investments: past tangible, past intangible, planned tangible, and planned intangible. In addition,
Arriaga & Agnew (2001) estab lished that there are three components of commitment: psychological attachment,
long-term orientation, and mtent to persist. Correlations provided evidence that commitment and types of
investments do change as individuals age. Results showed that older mdividuals are more likely to have tangible
investments, perhaps because they are more comfortable with these types of investment than are younger
mdividuals. Results also showed that older partiCipants have higher levels of long-term or ientation in the ir
relationships, perhaps showing a perspective of lOOking for a life partne r, as opposed to a casual dating
relationship.
GAMBLING B EHAVIORS AMONG COLLEGE STUDENTS

Alison Eatough, Marianna Becker, Coby Karl, & KC Walsh (Department of Commun ication) Laurel Traynowicz
Gambling in the United States has flourished in the past two decades. One segment of the population
experiencing greater problems with gambling obsession and addiction is college students. Our research purpose
was to examine personal traits, background variables and social behav iors associated with gambling. Results of
surveys and interviews with college students revealed several re levant associations. Some of the more interesting
associations revolved around student gamblers' relative ly consistent use of alcohol, nICotine and/or marijuana.
Interview data prov ided deeper Information regarding family histories In gambling, and Indicated that a history
of risky fam ily behaviors were related to compulsive ga mbling of later members.
H URT, P ERFECTlY

Stephanie R. Carcia (McNair Scholar) (Department of Communicat ion) Peter Lutze
Documentary film
"Hurt, "Perfectly" is a documentary video that analyzes attitudes, histories and laws regarding domestic violence
in the state of Idaho. Within the dynamic of intimate, domestic pa rtnerships of all types, violence aga inst women
is only one form in which domestic violence within famil ies and domestic relationsh ips manifests itself. Through a
series of interviews and imagery, the film presents domestic violence as the responsib ility of every community
member wh il e at the same time revealing every cit iZen Within that community as a victim of domestic violence.
"Hurt, Perfectly" is an examination of both Ada and Canyon counties in Idaho. By juxtaposing the neighboring
regions, the video attempts to debunk socioeconomic and racial associations and stereotypes commonly attached
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to domestic violence. Meanwh ile, cultural and physical boundaries afe examined rega rdmg the Angie Leon case,
Fi na lly, the documentary explores the Indoctrination of feminist literature into the language of Idaho law and
leg islation.
A DULT ATTACHME NT AND PSYCHOlOGICAL D ISTRESS: Is SELF· ESTEEM A M EDIATOR?

Kate Haralson, Jenna Elgin, & Dale Wright (Department of Psychology) Diana M. Doumas

PodIUm presentation
Recent research has examined psycholog ical distress from an attachment theory perspective, demonstrat ing a
re lationship between adu lt attachment and both depression and anxiety. More recently. research has identified
the role of cognit ive vulnerabilities in mediating these relationships, To date, however, these re lationships have not
been studied in a single model. Thus, the goa l of this study was to examine the relat ionship of adult attachment to
depression and anxiety and the mediating role of self-esteem within the same mode l using structural equationmodeling. Questionnaires on attachment, depression, anxiety, and self-esteem were completed by 198
undergraduate students. Results of structural·equation modeling indicated that the relationship between
attachment anxiety and psychological distress was pa rtially media ted by self-esteem , whereas attachment
avoidance was not related to self-esteem or psychological distress. Results suggest that increasing both selfconcept and decreasing fea rs about relationships may be useful cognit ive and interpersonal intervention
strategies in the treatment of psychological distress.
R ISK FACTORS f OR A LCOHOl A BUSE: AT HLETE STATUS, G ENDER, AND SCHOOl T ERM

Kate Haralson (Department of Psychology) Diana M. Doumas
Research indicates that athletes and males are both high-risk groups for college dr inking. While most alcohol
orientations take place at the start of the academic year, few are conducted throughout the year. Little research,
however, has been conducted to examine patterns of use during different periods of the year. Thus, the aim of this
study was to examine the relationship of athlete status, gender, and school term to alcohol use and alcohol-related
consequences. Questionnai res were completed by 457 freshmen. Results of 2 x 2 x 2 ANOVAs indicated that
males, athletes, and students in the Spring repo rted higher levels of weekend drinking than females, athletes, and
students in the Fal l. Further, athletes in the sp ring we re at the highest risk for both weekend drinking and alcohol related consequences. Clinical implications inc lude targeting prevention of drinking toward athletes with an
emphasis on reduc ing drinking and associated consequences, particu lar ly in the spr ing.
R ECONSTRUCTI NG THE EN VIRON MENTAL H ISTOR Y Of A PREHISTORIC W ESTERN SNA KE R IVER SITE

Tedd 0. Jacobs (Department of Anthropology) Mark Plew
Archaeological excavations in the Snake Rive r Ca nyon south of Melba, Idaho have exposed stratigraphic
sequences representing mOre than 14,000 years of enVIronmental history. Sediment analysis permits study of the
depOSitional changes useful in paleoenvironmental reconstructions. The results of the analysis demonstrate tha t
the stratigraphic sequence was formed through multiple depositional events that occurred du ring the past several
thousands of years and ind icate that the stratigraphy accumulated ove r time by condit ions that have remained
relatively constant. This suggests probable continuity in native use in the area.
M OV ERS A ND SHAKERS : A C AS E STUDY ON THE ROLE POLICY EN TREPRE NEURS P LAY IN POLITICS

Jeni Jenkins (McNair Scholar ) (Department of Sociology) Les Aim, David Hall
Using the theo retical concept of "policy entrep reneu rs" in public policy, th iSstudy draws on interview data form six
key figures in a controve rsial city debate to examine the impact, role and characteristics such entrepreneurs play
city policy making. The study begins with an overview of the conce pt of policy entrepreneu rs in relation to their
role in the agenda -setting process of policy format ion, followed by a historical summary of the case under study.
Data ana lysis is based on in-depth analysis of information collected during oral interviews. Characteristics of policy
entrepreneurs are Identified; these include persistence, a willmgness to invest in resources, value systems,
expertise, opportunity, and Influence. The influence of occupation and knowledge of external issues were also
found to be important.
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COHAB ITATION ANO COMMITMENT; T HE ROLE OF COMM ITMENT IN D ETERMINING R ElATIONAL Q UAlITY

Usa L. McKinley (Department of Psychology) Eric Landrum

The relationship between commitment level and relational quality was examined in cohabiting partnerships.
Participants responded to re levant survey items regarding their cohabiting relationships. Commitment level was
found to be positively re lated to measures of relational quality and satisfact ion. Individuals who entered
cohabitation as a permanent partnership experienced greater re lational quality than those who chose to live
with their partner out of conven ience. Respondents with high commitments to their partne r experienced greater
long-term orientation, attachment, and hapPiness, accom panied by fewer arguments with their partner. These
findings are consistent with previous research suggesting that cohabiting relationships will be more successful if
partners choose to move In together based on relationship·driven reasons rather than event-driven or
convenience-based influences.
FINDING A SCAPEGOAT: A P ROGRAM OF O RAL I NTERPRETATION

Annah Merkley (Department of Communication) Dawn Craner
Performing arCs session
"Finding a Scapegoat" displays evidence and effects of blaming within the American culture at both the macroand micro-social levels. The program artistically displays the frequency and ease with which we indict others, as it
examines historical cases and patterns of scapegoating, e.g., (1) processes leading to finger-pointing during the
commission hearings after 9/ 11; (2) parental behaviors that unwittingly teach future generations to legitimize
scapegoating; (3) the trend of blame projection evident in frivolous lawsuits, and (4) the case of blame being
projected onto Janet Jackson instead of on the broad cult ural moral collapse that media reflected during the
2004 Super Bowl. The performance script intermingles excerpts drawn from: "The Hea rlngs,~ a short story
addreSSing (he 9/11 comm ission hearings by Jaime Alder; E.l. Doctorow's novel, The Book of Daniel, examining
historical social tendencies toward blame projection; an essay by Kerry Biggel/ taken from a collection of short
essays on parenting; Benjamin Krall's poem addressing the cultural phenomenon of frivolous lawsuits; and finally
Janice White's cynical essay, "Remember the Super Bowl?" which recalls events surrounding the now-famous
wardrobe malfunction.
A TTACHMENT STYlE AS A RI SK FACTOR FOR INTIMATE PARTNER V IOLENCE

Christine L. Pearson (McNair Scholar) & Jenna E. Elgin (Department of Psychology) Diana M. Ooumas

Intimate partner violence (IPV) represents a significant social problem, with 16 % of couples reporting violence
yearly. Recent literature suggests attachment style may be Implicated as a risk factor of male perpetrated
violence. Research indicates Fearful. Preoccupied, or Dismissing attachment styles propose the highest risk
factors. In contrast, an understudied paradigm has been the victim's attachment styl e. Limited data suggests an
over-representation of Preoccupied and Fearful attachment patterns in women who have separated from abusive
partners. Research in this area focuses on cl inical popula tions, with limited community or couples sampling. ThiS
study examined the re lationsh ip between the woman's attachment sty le and male perpetrated violence In a
sample of 35 community couples. Hierarch ica l regression analyses indicated the couple's report of maleperpetrated vio lence was predicted by females' anxious attachment. Thus, attachment anxiety may be a risk
factor for victimization or exposure to violence may contribute to the development of attachment anxiety.
SOUL M ATES? T HE CORRElATION BETWEEN R ELATIONSHIP I NVESTMENTS AND THE B ELIEF IN D ESTINY

Christine L. Pearson (McNair Scholar), Kevin C. Taylor, Jacqueline M. Daniel, & Kelli Carles (Department of
Psychology) Wind Goodfriend

Knee et at. (2003) proposed that some individuals have growth beliefs (relationships grow in compatibility over
time), whereas others have destiny beliefs, (re lationships are fated to either last or fail). The present research
explored whether growth versus destiny beliefs are associated with investments in relationships, or resources put
into re lationships that increase commitment (e.g., time, money, and emotiona l ties). 273 participants currently in
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a romantic relationsh ip completed measures of both growth/destiny and of four different types of relationship
investment (past/p lanned and tangible/intangible, Surprisingly, growth bel iefs were correlated with none of the
types of investment (ps all > .254); however, destiny was positively correlated with all four types of investments,
(ps all < .001). These results go against some of the theoretical arguments offered by Knee et al. (2003), These
data prov ide insight into both ITR theory and investment theory, and the think ing processes of individuals within
romantic relat ionships.
T REATMENT COMPONENTS AS P REDICTORS OF O UTCOMES IN A PARTIAL H OSPITALIZAT ION PROGRAM

Christine I.. Pearson (McNair Scholar) & Tamra K. Cottle (Department of Psychology) Diana M. Doumas

This study examined the efficacy of a Partial Hospitalization Program (PH P) and treatment components predictive
of outcomes. While most research has examined psychodynamic PHPs, few studies have exam ined other types of
therap ies in a PHP setting. Thus, th is study exam ined the relat ionship of psychodynamic, cogn itive-behavioral, and
occupational therapy components to treatment outcomes in a PHP. Patient satisfaction surveys were completed by
67 patients at discharge. Questions included sat isfaction with treatment components as well as self-reported preand post·treatment functioning. Resu lts of a paired t-test indicated that patients reported higher level of
functioning at discharge than adm ission . Fu rther, resu lts of a hierarchical regression analysis indicated that
satisfaction with cogn itive-behavioral therapy and occupational therapy were significant predictors of discharge
functioning, whereas psychodynamic therapy was not predictive of outcome. These findings add to the literature
demonstrating the efficacy of PHPs and support the use of cognitive-behavioral and occupationa l therapy in these
programs.
TREATMENT O UTCOMES IN A COGNITIVE- B EHAVIORAL PARTIAL H OSPITALIZATION P ROGRAM

Christine L. Pearson (McNair Scholar) & Tamra K. Cottle (Department of Psychology) Diana M. Doumas

Over the past decade, several studies have examined the efficacy of Partial Hospitalization Programs (PHPs). While
most of these stud ies have evaluated treatment programs with a psychodynam ic focus, few studies have examined
the effICacy of PHPs With a cognitive-behavioral or ientation. Thus, the aim of this study was to examine treatment
outcomes in a cognitive-behavioral PHP. Sixty·seven patients (57 female, 10 male) completed questionnaires
assessing psych iatric symptoms at admission and discharge. Quest ionnaires included the Beck Depression
Inventory, the Positive and Negative Affect Schedu le, and the Brief Symptoms Inventory. Pa ired t-tests were
conducted to assess mean differences between psychiatric symptoms at adm ission and discharge. Results indicated
an improvement in symptoms of depression, pos itive and negative affect, and other symptoms of psychiatric
distress. Results of this study demonstrate the efficacy of a cognitive -behavioral PHP, thereby adding to the
literature endorsing the PHP level of care as viab le and cost-effective alternative to inpatient treatment.
T HE D IRTY GI RLS SOCIAL C LUB

Lacey Ramme{/-O'Brien (Department of Communication) Dawn Craner
Performing arts session
Interpretive performance involves speakers forming and presenting programs using other authors' published works
organized around specific themes. Speakers may focus on poetry, drama, prose, or a combination of at least two
genres of literature. Through prose interpretation, Ms. Rammell-0'Brien explores the ways that we both
consciously and unconsciously perpetuate stereotypes based on perceived traits of race, gender, and ethnicity.
Most people know about harms that can be caused by labels and false aSSOCiations ar ising from a person's race or
heritage. Despite their awareness, many people react negatively whenever a person of non -minority status
attempts to analyze the issues facing a minority population. Ms. Rammell-O'Brien's cutting and perfo rmance of
Al isa Valdez Rodriguez's The Dirty Girls Social Club, attempts to sever cataloguing connections by relaying the
story of a red-headed, fair-skinned woman of Cuban lineage. Ultimately, lauren's story is able to reflect the values
of an Increasingly diverse culture.
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VOTER I NflUENCES IN THE 2 004 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Lacey Rommell-O'Brien, Miles Stirewalt, Gabriel van Kamen, & Brandl Vigen (Department of Communication)
Laurel Traynowicz
This study examined group polarization among eligible voters within the student population at Boise State
University during the 2004 United States presidential campaign. Questio nnai res were completed by 87
undergraduates. An add itional 13 interviews were conducted to probe deeper into specific attitudes and
justifications for those attitudes among the voting public. Survey results ind icated that po larization existed on
specific contempora ry political Issues, ranging from abort ion and gun co ntrol to family values and economic
policy. Results fur ther Indicated t hat parental influence was manifested in the poli tical altitudes of college
students, especially those with conservative tendencies. Finally, responses Illustrated that the presidential
debates were not informative for undecided voters but were effective at solidifying positions already held for
both major parties. Moral Issues were significantly important for those who voted fo r the incumbent, George W.
Bush. However, among more liberal lean ing voters, perceived current administration problems on domestic and
foreign policy were of primary importance rather than any specific desire to vote for the Democratic candidate,
Senator John Kerry.
CONTRADICTIO NS OF THE M ALE IMAGE

Wayne Rysavy (Department of Communication) Dawn Craner
Performing arts session
Programmed Oral Interpretation is a pe rformance genre utilizing two or more types of literature by transforming
them into a thematic expression of living art. literary excerpts can have different voices and characters, but must
be fused together under a runn ing theme. The concept explored in the program, "Contradictions of the Male
Image," is the cultural construct of male gender and the differing perceptions of what it means to be male in our
cultu re. Synthesizing prose by Gary Garrison, Alferd Lumbardo, and Lo ren Valrey; also poetry by Big Poppa E and
Jack McCarthy, the speaker invites the audience to confront the silent struggle of the male as he reflects on
imposing stereotypes and attempts to design his "masculinity."
T HE EFFECT OF A LCOHOLISM ON D EMOGRAPH1( H EALTH

Karen Wadley (Department of Anthropology) John P. Ziker
2004 Recipient, Research and Creative Activity Award, Office of the Vice President fo r Research
The purpose of th iSresea rch was to examine the effect of alcohol on the demograph ic hea lth of a small-scale
native society. The study was conducted with information gathered by Dr. John Ziker in Ust-Avam, Taimyr Region,
Siberia. Due to economic and political changes in the 1990's, the native peoples of Siberia have experienced a
rise in both unemp loy men t and violent mortality. This is concurrent with a cycle of inactivity and periods of
alcohol abundance leading to alcoho l abuse and self-inflicted death that has been recorded by Bogoyavlinskii
(1997), Pika (1993), and Ziker (2002). Rates of violent mortality in the community are checked against a series
of Independent va riab les in multiple regression analyses in order to test the relevance of hypothesized causal
factors.
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A DUl.T A TTACHMENT, G ENDER , AND A LCOHOL U SE

Dale A. Wright (Department of Psychology) Diana M. Doumas
Alcohol abuse represents a significant problem on college campuses. Wh ile research ind icates that in terpersonal
factors contribute to college drinking, the relat ionsh ip between attachment and drinking is understudied. Fu rthe r,
although males are at risk for alcohol-related consequences, gender differences in the relationsh ip between
attachment and drinking have not been found. Thus, t he purpose of this study was to examine gender differences
in the re lationship between attachment and alcohol -related consequences. Questionnaires we re completed by 457
undergradua tes. Resu lts of hierarchica l multiple regression ana lysis revea led that the relationship between
attachment and alcohol-related consequences was different for males and females. Specifically, consequences
were rela ted to a positive mode l of se lf or strong self·concept, fo r males and related to a negative model of self
and other, or poor se lf-concept and avo idance of intimacy, fo r females. Clinical implications Include ta rget ing
differen t interpersona l factors for males and females when designed prevent ion and Intervention programs to
decrease alcohol- related consequences.
R ISK FACTORS f OR A LCOHOL A BUSE: A DULT A TTACHMENT, A THl.ETE STATUS, AND G ENDER

Dale A. Wright (Depar tment of Psychology) Diana M. Doumas
Student athletes have been identified as an at-risk-group for heavy drinking. Although both pee r influences and
social context have been related to student alcohol use, little is known about the relationship between attachment
and alcohol use, particu larly In student ath letes. Thus, the aim of t he cu rrent study was to examine the
relationship between attachment and alco hol use in student athletes and non-athletes. Questionnai res we re
completed by 250 freshmen . Results of hierarchical regression analyses indicated that fo r alcohol use the
interaction between ath lete status and attachment avoidance was significant. Specifically, for athletes,
attachment avoidance was related positively to drink ing, whe reas for non -at hletes, attachment avo idance was
related inversely to drinking. In contrast, although athletes reported more alcohol· related problems than non ath letes, the relationship between alcohol· related problems and attachment was not different for athletes and
non ·ath letes. Results indicate that targeting attachment avoidance may improve prevention efforts aimed at
reducing of drinking for student ath letes.
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