More nitty-gritty than
hoity-toity, a relatively new
model of American university- the metropolitan
university - has emerged
on the higher education
scene. As part of this new
breed, Boise State seeks a
different path to excellence
by fostering a symbiotic
relationship with the area
that surrounds it. In this
issue of FOCUS we feature
a handful of BSU students
who have benefited from
the metro university
model, highlight some of
the university's many services, and look at the
competitive aspects of
serving an area like the
Treasure Valley. We also
examine how Boise State
and schools like it are
reshaping the perspective
of what an American university is.
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No
Ivory
Tower
Metropolitan universities like Boise State
are redefining higher education
By Bob EYanclto

n 1990, then-Boise State University President John Keiser
was one of 49 university presidents to sign a "Declaration of
Metropolitan Universities," which signaled a dramatic
departure from the way higher education institutions have
traditionally defined their mission.
Keiser and his fellow leaders sought to create a new breed of
institutions- schools that accepted all of higher education's
mainstream values in teaching, research and service, but ones that
also took seriously their obligation to improve the quality of life
in their regions by utilizing their human and financial resources.
Keiser has since departed Boise State and is now president of
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WHAT IS A METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY?
By Kathleen Mortensen

Once viewed merely as urban-based
educational institutions, metropolitan
universities today are defined as much by
their mission as by their setting. No
longer inaccessible ivory towers of academia, metropolitan universities are dedicated to establishing relationships that
benefit both themselves and their communities.
That means that the programs offered
at Boise State and other metropolitan
universities are linked more than ever to
the values embraced by the community at
large. Located in the heart of Idaho's
technology hub, business center and
political capital, Boise State is uniquely
situated to expand learning beyond the
classroom by providing students opportunities to move into real world experiences
through internships, case studies and
hands-on problem solving.
Boise State also draws on its
urban setting to enhance the educational opportunities it provides
the community, including the

opportunities for lifelong learning inherent
in its many weekend and evening classes
and its extended studies workshops. The
university also is a center for community
activities, offering recreation, arts, entertainment, sports and children's programs.
Those who choose to attend metropolitan universities often do so because of their
mission to ensure access to all who are qualified, from traditional high school graduates
to working mothers, those training for second careers or retired seniors.
In Boise
case, those students are

served by a mix of programs that range
from nine-month applied technology
programs to doctorate degrees. And, as
with most metropolitan universities, students at Boise State have a range of
options to access those programs, with
classes offered during daytime and
evening hours as well as on weekends.
Through its distributed campus, courses
are taught in several locations throughout southern Idaho and delivered
through conventional classroom sessions,
video, computer conferencing and radio.
The metropolitan university concept is
relatively new in higher education.
Sensing a need to develop stronger relationships between each other and present a more unified front to Congress, 49
schools established the Coalition of
Urban and Metropolitan Universities in
1990. Boise State was one of the
charter members of the national
organization that now consists of
62 schools. The coalition's
1999 conference was hosted by
Boise State. 0

Southwest Missouri State. But the initial Massachusetts at Boston, says such schools they aren't.
steps he took more than a decade ago are "highly interactive with their surround"We are not like [traditional research
reverberate in the Treasure Valley today. ings; they are of their region and not just in universities] because we elect not to be,"
That's because Boise State has steadily pro- it. They maintain a close relationship with says Ruch. "Historically we have not been
gressed into a prototypical metropolitan their communities, for which they consti- like that. Research institutions are imporuniversity - an institution that is not only tute a major intellectual resource."
tant to American higher education. But
providing multidimensional learning
In a significant departure from the tradi- they tend to be more cloistered, more resiopportunities to its community, but is also tional and sometimes staid model of a resi- dential and tend to focus on a much narreshaping the perspective of what an dential college, metropolitan universities rower segment of the population. I happen
American university is. The book usually represent the evolving, dynamic to think that [such schools] are not where
Metropolitan Universities: An Emerging setting in which they reside. Perhaps more American society is going. "
Model in American Higher Education important, metro universities subscribe to a
While Boise State continues to establish
offers various definitions of a metropolitan different set of standards. In their essay in its identity, one thing is certain: It is not an
university; in virtually every case they Metropolitan Universities, college adminis- ivory tower. As a metropolitan university it
trators Charles Hathaway, Paige Mulhollan is, in fact, just the opposite, says Ruch.
describe Boise State.
A metropolitan university is usually and Karen White assert that the metropol- Boise State doesn't put on airs or strive to
located in or near a city of significant size. itan university model can "be a satisfying be something it isn't. "We cannot be an
It is broadly defined as an institution that one by allowing us to achieve eminence aloof, top-of-the-mountain university capitalizes on its surroundings and utilizes based not on being a second- or third-tier not somewhere you go to and come from,
the broad diversity of its environment. It copy of someone else's vision, but by but somewhere in the middle of the comgenerally caters to both undergraduate and excelling within our own. "
munity, involved in all aspects of the comgraduate students and offers classes not
The challenge, says Boise State munity," he adds.
only at conventional times and places, but President Charles Ruch, is to underscore
Like several other metro universities
also in ways that make higher education what metro universities are instead of what with similar characteristics in comparable
accessible to nontraditional stusettings, Boise State seeks a difdents and working professionals.
ferent path to excellence. But that
Its student body reflects the wide
path is more nitty-gritty than
diversity of the surrounding area
hoity-toity. As opposed to
- resident as well as commuter,
America's traditional research
full-time as well as part-time,
universities and their lofty perchyoung as well as not-so-young.
es in higher education's pecking
Perhaps the most important
order, Boise State and similar
trait of a metropolitan university
schools tend to be more in tune
is that it usually meets - and
with the needs and concerns of
their surroundings.
often exceeds - the customary
willingness to extend services and
Take
the
University
of
learning opportunities to the
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, for examarea it serves. In Metropolitan w~:;)•, ; Jinvoli~it}i:~'":lt:~;P.~~cli!~k} :Jt?{',:' ple. Less than 80 miles west of
Universities, Ernest Lynton, a proUWM's unadorned urban campus
fessor at the University of
is the University of Wisconsin in

'We cannot be an aloof,

top-of-the-mountain university
- not somewhere you go to

and come from, but somewhere

in the middle of the community,
..
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Madison, a top-tier research institute and a
lively college town that boast all the amenities and excitement inherent in such places.
But the Madison experience is not for
every college student in the Milwaukee
area, states John Wanat, UWM's provost
and vice chancellor. "Wisconsin is a worldclass institution with a long and prestigious
history. Given their druthers, those who
can afford it will often opt to go to
Madison," he says. "But not everyone
wants that. For the most part, we [at
UWM] are dealing with older, different
students. Some people want to go to an
institution like ours and take advantage of
the enormous diversity of the city. We look
at ourselves as a place that can provide a
quality education in an urban area that has
a metropolitan flavor - something you
might not get in a college town."
That flavor, Wanat points out, includes a
campus that is minutes from Milwaukee's
businesses, theaters, financial institutions,
museums, symphony and governmental
and community service agencies. "We talk
about how our programs and internships
provide real-world education that can augment students' real-world work experience," adds Wanat. "The diversity of the
city provides that."
It's not surprising, then, to see how
UWM has fostered a symbiotic relationship with the city that surrounds it. "The
issues that arise from the community help
formulate our agenda," says Wanat. "We
are looking at making a big difference to
Milwaukee."
The same can be said for Boise State and
its relationship with the Treasure Valley.
For nowhere more than in a place like the
Boise area is applied learning and job
readiness crucial not only to the university's graduates, but also to the community it
serves.
At the dawn of the 21st century- where
dependence on information technologies is
a fact of life and conventional methods and
notions of teaching and learning are undergoing dramatic change - Boise State and
schools like it offer students a number of
clear advantages over institutions traditionally considered more desirable because
of the "college experience" they provide.
In Boise State's case, those benefits include
its location in the middle of Idaho's largest
job market as well as its proximity to the
state's centers of government and business
as well as several major players in the hightech industry.
Ruch envisions a growing synergy
among BSU and similar schools and the
regions they serve as the nation's metropolitan population grows to 200 million with
80 percent of all Americans living in what is
considered a metropolitan area. "We need
to recognize that the new economy of the
21st century is based on intellectual capital," he says. "As we see more people living
in metropolitan areas, we see the knowledge economy becoming the dominant
economy, and that very much puts us in the

middle of things. In Boise State's case, the
university and the Treasure Valley are inextricably tied together."
Despite that close relationship, metropolitan universities are often undervalued
by the communities they serve. Why?

tan

Despite the many advantages they offer,
metro universities are forced to overcome
the stigma of being merely a commuter
school. With low tuition and a large percentage of employed, part-time and older
students, such schools' worth is often
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one in the heart
With an enrollDlent Of more than
16,000 students and ari!>ther 2.000 factd·
ty and staff coming to ()8Dlpus at various
times throughout the \Ve-ek; it's not
always that easy to find the perfect spot
among the university's 5,000 parking
places: Sometimes that prized parking
permit may seem more like a hunting
license.
But before you start feeling sorry for
yourself, consider the poor souls at
Portland State University. Situated in
the heart of the Rose City, PSU's space
limitations makes Boise State look like
parking heaven. The university's 2,600
parking places serve 18,000 students,
faculty and Staff, as well as more than
1 million yearly visitors.
Talk about needing a hunting permit.
And get this ,_.... they pay almost $200 per
term for the privilege of circling campus
in a blinding rainstorm muttering epithets under their breath.
If that doesn't make you feel better, try
parking at the University of Washington
in Seattle. If you don't have a carpool,
forget parking anywhere on the main
campus before 4 p.m. It's not allowed.

to
$956.
Now tbat )'QU',re feeling a little better
abOut things here in Broncoland, let's
talk about the upside. Your perfect space
may not be·available, but there are alternatives.
Parking spaces can almost always be
found on the east side of Bronco
Stadium. or in the lot near the Health
Sciences Riverside Building across
Capitol Boulevard. Depending on where
you're headed on campus, it could be a
short jaunt or a vigorous walk.
Or ... take the shuttle. It's free, convenient and offers a reprieve from
inclement weather.
You can also skip parking altogether
and ride the city bus for free with your
campus ID. Or grab a bike and combine
your workout with your commute. Most
buildings have racks to accommodate
bikers, and you get the added benefit of
knowing you're helping to save the environment.
So come on down. Parking may be
tough, but it's doable. We'll save a space
for you in the stadium lot. 0
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CAMPS AND ACTIVITIES
FOR KIDS
Bronco Summer Camps
Sessions run June-August for kids age 6-high
school (check individual programs for age/skill
requirements). Basketball, cheerleading, gymnastics, football, soccer, tennis, track and field, volleyball and wrestling. Intercollegiate athletics
department, camps@broncosports.comor
426-4214.

Dance Fest
Three weeks of workshops offering a complete
curriculum in ballet, jazz, choreography, tap and
more. Typically held in June. Theatre arts department, 426-3568.

Idaho Engineering Science Camp
Weeklong on-campus camp explores science.
Open to kids in grades 9-10. Held in June.
College of Engineering, 426-4432.

Music Camps
Chamber music camp and marching band camp.
June and July. Music department. 426-1596.

Summer Academy
A nonprofit, five-week program for the academic
enrichment of the basic elementary curriculum.
Includes computer studies, arts, crafts, and
swimming. Center for School Improvement,
jhutchin@boisestate.edu or 426-4353.

Youth Programs
Summer classes in basketball, bowlin g, gymnastics, karate, pocket billiards, racquetball, rockclimbing and more. Kinesiology department,
426-4270.

CONFERENCES
AND SEMINARS

Mexican American Studies Conference and Native
American/First Nations Conference (March)
Safety Awareness Day (February)
Victims' Rights Week Conference (April)
Women's History Month (March)
Readers and Writers Rendezvous (October)

ARTS EVENTS
AND ACTIVITIES
Art Galleries
Visual Art Center Galleries in the Liberal Arts
Building and Hemingway Center. Exhibits, receptions and lectures open to the public. Free. Art
department, 426-3994. Student Union Gallery on
second floor of Student Union. Exhibitions and
receptions open to the public. Free. Student
Union and Activities, 426-1223.

Family Holiday Concert (December)
Music department, 426-1596.

Idaho Dance Theatre
Professional in-residence dance company gives
several performances of original choreography
each season and performs for area schools.
Theatre arts department, 331-9592.

Jazz Under the Stars
Clinics and concerts from jazz artists. Select
Mondays in July. Centennial Amphitheater. Music
department, 426-1596.

Master Classes and Workshops
Instrumental and vocal classes for musicians of
various abilities and ages. Monthly. Music department, 426-3980.

Art Workshops

Music{fheater Festivals

Visiting artist workshops throughout the year. Art
department, 426-4070. Art education-Boise
State students travel to classrooms around
southern Idaho to work with children, teachers
and parent volunteers. Art department, 426-3873.

Several festivals are held each year for junior
high, high school and college students. Music
and theatre arts departments, 426-1596.

Boise Chamber Music Series
Hosts national and international chamber music
ensembles for performances and workshops.
Music department, 426-1216.

Community Choirs, Bands
and Orchestras
Community residents are welcome to participate
in the University/Community Orchestra, Treasure
Valley Concert Band and University Singers.
Music department, 426-1596.

Cultural Festivals
Several music, dance and food festivals each year
highlight international cultures. They include
International Food, Song and Dance Festival,
Vietnamese New Year, Luau, Pow Wow,
Micronesian Festival, Festival of India, Cinco de
Mayo, Black History events and more. Student
Union and Activities, 426-1223.

Resident Ensembles
Available for concerts and bookings. Music
department, 426-1596.

Scene Change
Theatre arts faculty available to area high schools
for workshops, classes and consulting. Theatre
arts department, 426-3957.

Student Programs Board Presents .•.
Cutting-edge entertainment and educational
events open to the public. Comedians, classical
musicians, performing artists, hypnotists, local
bands, lecturers, films, outdoor picnics, family
activities and more. Admission usually free or
minimal charge. Student Programs Board, 4261223.

SummerFest

Black History Month (January)
College of Business and Economics Distinguished
Lecture Series (monthly), 426-1125
University Distinguished Lecture Series
(fall and spring)
Frank Church Conference (fall)
Martin Luther King, Jr. /Human Rights
Celebration (January)

Gene Harris Jazz Festival (April)

Three-concert series of themed music.
Thurs.-Sat. on select weekends in July.
Centennial Amphitheater. Season tickets,
426-1494. Music and theatre arts departments,
426-1772.

Annual festival brings together jazz artists from
around the country who work with students during the day and perform onstage in a club settings at night. www.geneharris.org

Dance, music and theater events: About 200
events each year -vocal and instrumental con-

undervalued because the perception is they
don't deliver the "true college experience"
and are merely a tired old part of the local
scene.
"It will not be unusual for students to
feel a sense of inferiority for having chosen
a metropolitan university for their degrees,
even while recognizing that the education
their friends are getting at 'Prestige U' is
not better, and perhaps not as good," say

Wright State University professors Herbert
Brown, Paula Saunders and Carol Siyahi in
Metropolitan Universities. Furthermore,
the saying "familiarity breeds contempt"
often applies to metropolitan universities
- particularly among the local high
schools' upperclassmen who are pondering
their college choices.
Despite Boise State's many attributes, it
seems that a prevailing reason for its less-

than-elevated stature among some area
residents is the fact that it -like the "local
college" in many metropolitan areas often lacks the glamour and excitement
that one associates with the college experience. The mere fact that schools like Boise
State and Wisconsin-Milwaukee are so
accessible and available makes them
undervalued by many local students who
want to leave home to pursue their college
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General Arts and Events Information

In the spirit of its mission as a metropolitan university, Boise State
goes above and beyond in service to southwest Idaho. Although this is by
no means a complete list, here is a look at some of the services Boise State offers:
certs, plays, faculty artists, student recitals and
productions, renowned guest performers.
General information entertainment line, 4263980. Music department, 426-1773. Theatre arts
department (includes dance), 426-1500.

Center for Workforce Training
Offers on-location training for employees ranging
from CPR to Web page development, carpentry
to technical career training, business writing to
time management and cooking skills, 426-1974
or workforcetraining.boisestate.edu/.

Check the latest in events and activities
www.boisestate.edu/main/events.html. Listing
includes information on events for Bronco athletics, Morrison Center for the Performing Arts,
Student Union and Student Programs Board
activities, festivals and events such as the
Crucial.com Humanitarian Bowl and Gene Harris
Jazz Festival.

Pavilion events - www.bsupavilion.com or
through Select-a-Seat at www.idahotickets.com.

Employers Online Job Search (JOBS2),
Employer Job Postings, Web Links
Web-based system for employers, students and
alumni, JOBS2 employer registration allows
employers to search for resumes and post job
opportunities. Register at 426-1747 or
career.boisestate.edu/ERF.htm. E-mail job postings to career@boisestate.edu, fax to 426-3437,
or online career.boisestate.edu/listjob.htm. Career
Center, 426-1747. Complete listing of services for
employers: career.boisestate.edu/employer.htm.

University highlights and newsnews.boisestate.edu/calendar.html

Geospatial Research Facility

Open to the public. Recreation Center, 426-1946.

Specializes in training and development of
state-of-the-art Geographic Information Systems
(GIS). Supports projects for both private sector
and government agencies and actively seeks
research projects, student theses and internships
with GIS applications, earth.boisestate.edu/gis or
426-4090.

Outdoor Center Resource Library

Greater Boise Employer Directory

Maps, guidebooks and other reference materials
are available for public use. Outdoor Center, 4261946.

Student Union Recreation Center

Published each spring by the Career Center, lists
more than 1,000 area employers and is available
for purchase or viewing at most booksellers and
public libraries, 426-1747 or order online at
career.boisestate.edu/ director.htm.

Bowling, billiards, video and pinball for ail ages.
Student Union, 426-1456.

Handbooks

RECREATION
FACILITIES
Climbing Gym

EMPLOYER/BUSINESS
RESOURCES
Assessment Center
Provides various employee skills assessments for
business and industry, operates through College
of Applied Technology, 426-3284.

Center for Management Development

Human resource management students create
employee handbooks each semester as a class
assignment, 426-4014.

Idaho Family Business Center
Consists of community leaders, family business
owners, heirs and service providers available
for consulting and resource services to enhance
the survival rate of family businesses in Idaho,
426-2034.

Idaho Small Business Development
Center

Provides continuing business and management
education and services. Noncredit professional
programs help businesses respond to changing
business climates. Programs designed to meet
individual co mpany needs, 426-3861 or
cobe.boisestate.edu/cmd.

Subcontractor to the SBA, operates through
the College of Business and Economics, assists
in the growth of small businesses. Six offices
around the state (Post Falls, Lewiston, Boise,

degree.
Mark Wheeler, Boise State's dean of
enrollment services, preaches a sermon
similar to UWM's Wanat: It's up to the university to extol its virtues and proclaim its
strengths. "It's common for people to take
for granted what's available in their own
backyard. We see that with how some
Boiseans view Boise State," says Wheeler.
"Our ongoing challenge is to educate peo-

pie about the high quality of education we
provide, with internationally recognized
faculty teaching students in cutting-edge
programs. The fact that the last three Idaho
Professors of the Year are from Boise State
should be telling people something.
"High school students especially think
about the excitement of attending college
elsewhere. That's only natural considering
teenagers' eagerness to strike out on their

Twin Falls, Pocatello and Idaho Falls) offer a variety of consulting and training services, 426-3799
or www.boisestate.edu/isbdc/
TECHHelp provides Idaho manufacturers with
additional technical resources through a partnership with universities and state and federal agencies. Manufacturing specialists are available to
work with businesses on-site, 426-3689.
Technology Connection provides transfer services to small businesses. Access to a NASA
database allows consultants to use technologybased information, and development and commercialization of new products and services.
Idaho Small Business Solutions provides
online assistance to new and existing Idaho businesses regarding the requirements of government agencies regulating businesses in Idaho.
www.idahobizhelp.org.

Occupational Safety and Health
Consultation Program
Provides confidential, no-cost consulting services
to help Idaho businesses protect their employees
from workplace hazards. Through the Boise State
Office of Risk Management, offers on-site hazard
surveys and assistance to correct hazardous conditions, www.osha-slc.gov/html/consultation.html
or 426-3283.

Rapid Prototyping Technical Assistance
Facility
Designed to offer the benefits of computer-aided
solid modeling and rapid prototyping technology
to Idaho manufacturers, 426-4422.

Web Application
A student Web design class that develops
prototypes of Web sites for specific businesses,
along with the documentation needed to help the
sites increase sales or boost product visibility,
426-4344.

TEACHER RESOURCES
AND EDUCATION
Idaho Council on Economic Education
Partnership of councils and universities/college
that provides K-12 teachers with training on basic
economic concepts and an orientation to educational resources and services. Also offers an
interdisciplinary master's degree, and teachers
(Continued on Page 24.)

own and explore new things and new
places. But this .causes them to overlook
the wonderful opportunities available in
Boise right now. Beyond the outstanding
education provided in Boise State classrooms, our students have unparalleled
access to internships, part-time jobs, cultural events, outdoor recreation and other
amenities. And Boise remains a safe and
affordable place. People from outside this
FOCUS/SPRING 2001
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Connections
(Continued from Page 23.)

can access two Web sites supported by the
council: www.mciworldcom.com/marcopolo and
www.e-connections.org for lesson plans and
activities for use in the classroom. College of
Education, 426-1360.

Technology for Teachers
Administered through the College of Education,
program trains teachers to use technology in
classrooms. 426-1451.

GOVERNMENT
RESOURCES
The Andrus Center for Public Policy
Seeks to advance education, scholarship, information, and public understanding related to
issues of public policy, including education, environmental and health matters, the economy and
related social issues. Stages a major conference
on public lands policy, 426-4218.

Center for Health Policy
Designed to collect and analyze data and publish
policy papers related to health issues affecting
Idahoans for government and private entities,
426-2174.

Center for Public Policy
and Administration
Provides quality education and research to a variety of public agencies through training programs
for public officials and developing research materials on subjects ranging from the environment to
quality of life. 426-4016 or
ppa.boisestate.edu/centerppa/.

Local Government Training Institute
Provides professional education to elected county
officials. Held every other year ln conjunction
with the Associated Taxpayers of Idaho conference.

Mountain West Municipal Clerks
and Treasurers Institute
Collaborative product of the center and the Idaho
Clerks, Treasurers and Finance Officers
Association. Held annually.

Applied Research Projects
Analysis of tax preferences among Idaho citizens
Baseline survey for Idaho State Library
Cost of Development study for Boise City
Data collection for KIDS COUNT
Development of the Idaho Municipal Source Book

equipment, lighting, staging, room setup and
catering, 426-4636 or union.boisestate.edu.

Center for Physical Activity and Sport
Offered through kinesiology department, CPAS
is designed to improve the quality of instruction
related to physical activity and sport in elementary and secondary schools, 426-1798.

Distance learning Network
Brings education to rural Idaho via interactive
two-way audio and video, 426-3522.

Homemaker Services
Provides homemaking service to elderly citizens
so they can remain self-sufficient and live at
home. 426-2253.

lifelong Learning

GENERAL COMMUNITY
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
AND SERVICES
Albertsons library
Boise State main campus. Open to the public for
interlibrary loans, research and browsing, 4261204 or library.boisestate.edu

Center for Adult Basic Education
Provides learning opportunities for the community, including English as a second language, GED
courses and family literacy, 426-1431.

Center for Multicultural/Educational
Opportunities

Division of Extended Studies makes available the
expertise of academic departments across the
university to offer a wide range of noncredit
learning opportunities from music, photography
and Spanish to dispute resolution and test preparation. Also offers university credit courses at offcampus sites. 426-1709.

Hemingway Western Studies Center
Supports research, publication, activities and
events in a broad Western context. Includes the
Hemingway Gallery, Idaho Center for the Book,
Idaho Film Collection, Writers Archive, National
Artists Book Competition and numerous publications and videos, www.boisestate.edu/hemingway/ or 426-1999.

RADAR
Idaho Regional Alcohol and Drug Awareness
Resource Network Center provides substance
abuse information and education programs
through College of Health Sciences. 426-4105.

City Administrators Conference

For students from low-income backgrounds, provides programs that include High School
Equivalency Program, College Assistance Migrant
Program, Educational Talent Search and Upward
Bound, 426-1754.

Collaborative effort with Idaho City Managers
Association. Held in February.

Center for New Directions

Listing of faculty and staff willing to share expertise and university resources. University
Relations, 426-1577 or news.boisestate.edu/
publications.html.

Speakers Bureau

Environmental Finance Center

Provides training for displaced homemakers and
single women in transition, 426-3128.

Assists communities to build and improve the
technical, managerial and financial capabilities to
comply with federal and state environmental protection laws. Training, education, handbooks and
conferences, sspa.boisestate.edu/efc/ or 1-800824-7017, ext. 1567.

Student Union Conference and Catering hosts
conferences, seminars and retreats for small and
large groups. Staff is trained to assist with every
detail providing state-of-the-art audio/visual

Provides ongoing opportunities to participate in
community service projects, 426-4240. D

area are able to see this more readily than
those who grew up here."
Indeed, it would seem the city of Boise
and the dormitory experience at Boise
State may be quite alluring to a freshman
from a small town like, say, Weiser, Idaho,
or Vale, Ore.
"While many of our students commute
from their permanent residences, housing
does play a role and is an option for students who want to live in the state's center
of government and industry while they
attend school," says Greg Blaesing, director of Boise State's auxiliary services. "I
think this can be particularly appealing to
students in our Honors College, which is a
residential college."
While he acknowledges a need for additional housing, Blaesing notes that Boise

State currently provides living quarters for
approximately 1,200 students who live in
the university's four dorms and five apartment buildings - many of whom are
undoubtedly drawn by the advantages
Boise State offers as a metropolitan university.
"In Idaho, no college setting is more
vibrant and dynamic than Boise," states
Blaesing. "Boise State offers an unparalleled learning environment in the state."
Wheeler agrees. "We need to illustrate
to people that at Boise State you can experience the 'complete' college experienceyou can live on campus, join a student
organization, participate in intramurals, go
on field trips and other outings, study
abroad, engage in important research,
learn from renowned professors, run for

student government and get hands-on
career preparation.
"Just because we have a contingent of
part-time students, commuter students and
nontraditional students, it doesn't mean we
can't be an exciting place for full-time traditional-age students. The fact is Boise and
Boise State are happening places - for
people of any age."
The metropolitan university must be
judged from a new perspective, with different outcomes and different measures of
quality, says Ruch.
When viewed from that perspective,
the Boise State University president hearkens back to a catchphrase he has uttered
more than once in recent months: "We are
the right school in the right place at the
right time." 0
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Conferences and Event Services
Volunteer Services Board

