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ABSTRACT

This work represents the first significant portion of a novel in progress. It is a first-person
narration following a teenage boy’s involvement with a modern-day prophet. The story examines
the nature of visionary belief systems and the ways in which they can degrade a person’s
connection to the everyday world. The bulk of the narrative is concerned with the protagonist’s
struggle to escape the dark dream of the prophet and reconnect to the plain givenness of the
world. The narrative explores the religious use of horror and glory as visionary elements, and the
role of humor and affection in the everyday world. The story is told from a vantage point beyond
its events and the tone and manner of telling are intended to include a significant amount of
reflection. The intention of the work is not to denigrate religious beliefs but simply to dramatize
the ways in which extreme beliefs generate paranoia and disdain of the everyday world. I also

hope to portray the everyday world in a way that honors it.
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