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the Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey Conservation Area, a BLM special use area that 
limits potential drill site locations. Prospective areas are found just west of Mountain Home and 
south of I-84, and in the area of Mountain Home Air Force Base (Figure 11). The resource in 
these areas has no surface expression and, based on the results from holes drilled at Mountain 
Home AFB, is likely located at depths of 1.5 to 2.3 km depth. In the Camas Prairie region, 
prospective areas are found along the Pothole fault system (Figure 3), where it forms oblique 
intersections with numerous small faults to the south and west (Figure 12). The resource here is 
indicated by thermal springs that cluster along the fault systems and elevated3He/4He ratios (~2 
R/Ra); target depths are expected to be as shallow as 0.5 to 0.7 km.  

 

 
Figure 11. Composite Common Risk Segment (CCRS) map for the western SRP. Scale represents favorability 

scores ranging from zero (lowest, blue) to one (highest, red). Highly favorable areas are at the southern 
edge of Mountain Home AFB (south of MH-1 and MH-2), along the range front new the town of 
Mountain Home, and farther to the northwest (south of Boise, not shown). The cross-hatching indicates 
the Birds of Prey National Conservation area. 

 

6. Conclusions  
The Play Fairway approach to geothermal exploration appears to offer a robust methodology for 
integrating large amounts of diverse data into a series of  products that can be used to infer 
potential resources more effectively than traditional approaches. It can easily be adapted to a 
range of playtypes in different geothermal settings, and when implemented properly, facilitates 
decision making in regions where data coverage is sparse, or uneven in distribution and quality. 
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In southern Idaho, it has allowed us to identify several potential geothermal resources in the 
Snake River Plain region that had only received minor attention previously.  

 

 

 
 Figure 12. Composite Common Risk Segment (CCRS) map for the Camas Prairie. Scale represents 

favorability scores ranging from zero (lowest, blue) to one (highest, red). Highly favorable areas are 
along The Pothole fault system, which trends NW-SE across the map.   
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