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Introductions

- Places I’ve lived for at least a month
- For most of my career, I’ve been a reference librarian, though I did have a 

foray into systems
- Now I’m the research data librarian - work with researchers to 
- If there’s time, Where you’re from, where you work, and one reason you 

decided to attend this workshop



What is a data 
story?

Data stories 
and you

Data stories in 
the wild

OK, so here’s what we’re going to do today



Data Stories & You, Part 1

Image source: https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2020/01/02/your-librarys-story

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2020/01/02/your-librarys-story


Data Story: A Starting Point

Data: (mass noun) symbols which can be given meaning through 
interpretation

★ May be qualitative (categorical) or quantitative (numeric)

Story: an account of events or experiences

★ Built around characters, setting, plot, conflict, and resolution

Data Story: a narrative to communicate information 
driven by analysis of data

1:40
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What’s a data 
story, anyway?

Video source: https://youtu.be/lYpX4l2UeZg

4:48

https://youtu.be/lYpX4l2UeZg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYpX4l2UeZg


What’s a data 
story, anyway?

★ Was that a story?

★ Where was the data? 

★ What was the medium?



What’s a data 
story, anyway?

https://stories.oxfamireland.org/impact/index.html

https://stories.oxfamireland.org/impact/index.html


What’s a 
data story, 

anyway?

Image source: https://www.storytellingwithdata.com/blog/2016/1/26/connecting-the-dots

https://www.storytellingwithdata.com/blog/2016/1/26/connecting-the-dots


Video source: https://youtu.be/vpL3PC89C6g

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpL3PC89C6g
https://youtu.be/vpL3PC89C6g


Image source: https://twooctobers.com/blog/8-data-storytelling-concepts-with-examples

https://twooctobers.com/blog/8-data-storytelling-concepts-with-examples


Image source: https://flourish.studio/2019/10/08/airbnb-istanbul/

https://flourish.studio/2019/10/08/airbnb-istanbul/


Image source: https://flourish.studio/2019/10/17/cards-template/

https://flourish.studio/2019/10/17/cards-template/


Image source: https://bit.ly/3oGdxj5

https://bit.ly/3oGdxj5


An Elaboration …. Stories and Arguments #1

★ Story
★ An account of imaginary or real people and events told for 

entertainment (an adventure story)
★ An account of past events in someone’s life or in the evolution of 

something (the story of farming)
★ Argument

★ A set of reasons offered to support a claim
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An Elaboration …. Stories and Arguments #2

★ Arguments as data stories? 
★ Organizing information (what’s in and what’s out)
★ Standards for a good story?
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Our First ‘Story’

★ What’s the best restaurant in downtown Boise?

★ How would you collect the data?

★ Fast versus accurate versus data-driven

Let’s take a minute to jot down some ideas
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Data Stories & You, Part 2

so you’ve got some data . . .



Change Over Time

Drill Down

Zoom Out

Contrast

Factors

Outliers

Lindsey Cook | Digital Transition Team | NYT

Data Brainstorming Guide



Change 
Over Time

★ subject matter interest
★ faculty citations
★ types of instruction



Drill Down

★ geographic
★ age
★ patron type/status
★ gender



Zoom Out

★ geographic
★ similar institutions
★ system(s)



Contrast

★ minimum/maximum
★ drill down groups
★ other organizations



Factors

★ pieces of the pie vs the whole pie
★ expenditures overall/by category

★ factors within a metric
★ journal cost analysis



OutliersOutliers



Story Type: Explainer

why
is thing x 
going up?
trending?

how
does this 
confusing 

thing work?

what do
you

think? 
[tell us your 

story]

why
we need 

this money

what
factors 

influence a 
decision



Story Type: What we Know

about a
news

event or story

about a big
topic



Story Type: Fact Check

5 myths
about the cost 

of library 
journals

is it true
that library 
use is going 

down?



Story Type: Annotations

illustrate
data with a 

patron
quote

annotate a list
of award winning 

books with 
librarian

favorites



Story Type: Takeaways

from a 
survey 
or study

from an 

event
or meeting

from an
investig

ation



Source: https://powerlibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/PA_StorytellingTOOLKIT.pdf

Some Resources



Source: https://www.juiceanalytics.com/writing/the-ultimate-collection-of-data-storytelling-resources

https://www.juiceanalytics.com/writing/the-ultimate-collection-of-data-storytelling-resources


Source: https://responsibledata.io/resources/handbook/

https://responsibledata.io/resources/handbook/


Source: https://bit.ly/2WUUGpg

https://bit.ly/2WUUGpg


Source: https://nyti.ms/2Yz2TjF 

https://nyti.ms/2Yz2TjF


Questions?
Ellie Dworak

elliedworak@boisestate.edu
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