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JOHN ELLIOTT

John Elliott has performed in productions around Boise for over twenty
years and needs little introduction to our area's theatre goers. TENNESSEE
WILLIAMS: A BIRD IN FLIGHT is Elliott's first produced drama and his
second one-man production. BULLY, produced in 1981 by Boise Little
Theatre, was his first try at a one-man show. He played Theodore Roosevelt
and afterwards toured that play around Idaho, and beyond. Other memorable
productions in which Elliott appeared include: MY FAIR LADY, CAMELOT,
THE LION IN WINTER, THE ELEPHANT MAN and several Idaho
Shakespeare presentations. Elliott is a 1976 graduate of Boise State Univer-
sity and owns and operates Elliott's in downtown Boise. He will be directing
Tennessee Williams' play A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE for BLT early

next year.

PRODUCTION NOTES

Tennessee Williams' place in American theatrical literature is well
assured. Few of our writers have left behind such a catalog of distinguished
works; THE GLASS MENAGERIE; A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE; CAT
ON A HOT TIN ROOF to name but three. We are all familiar with his
product and with certain aspects of his life, but the question remains ... who
was he?

This play offers no final answers to that question, but does present
opportunities on which to draw our own conclusions and should be viewed
with that in mind. The story is fiction based in fact and examines the author's
complex life through his own variety of thought processes. You will experi-
ence these processes on several levels as this evening's presentation contin-
ues to unfold.

His last evening on earth was chosen because it is one of the few
neutral zones available for conjecture; there is no real documentation about
those last few hours ... other than what was revealed in the autopsy. On the
other hand, the facts about his life that the character puts forth are well
documented. So we have a marriage of conjecture and fact ... the real and the
imagined ... which is the foundation not only of this evening's business, but
the business of Williams' life.

What you are about to see is the result of an incredible journey which
began on New Year's Day 1989. The conception, construction and, finally, the
presentation of this script has been an exciting project of education. Not only
did I learn a great deal about Tennessee Williams; I found out an incredible
amount about my own muse.

I would like to thank the Boise State University Theatre Arts Depart-
ment, and in particular Dr. Stephen Buss, Mrs. Carol Spafford, and the
incomparable Fred Norman, for serving as "Midwives" as the life of this
production begins.

I dedicate this invention of mine to all my teachers past, present and
future; may they know of their success.
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