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Abstract Abstract 
Recent controversies surrounding Title IX have intensified conversations about sexual harassment in 
university setting(s). Even though sexual harassment has captured political attention, little 
Communication research exists on how Title IX influences and impacts sexual harassment and assault 
within the LGBTQ community. There is a dearth of research regarding same-sex sexual harassment in the 
collegiate speech and debate community. Previous research has explored heterosexual harassment in 
competitive Speech and Debate; however, same-sex interactions have not received the same level of 
scrutiny. By extending the work of Pamela Stepp on sexual harassment within the Cross Examination 
Debate Association (CEDA) community, a more nuanced picture of sexual harassment inside 
extracurricular university activities can be expanded. Participants will be students from multiple speech 
and debate programs. Using a version of the Sexual Experience Questionnaire utilized and modified by 
Stepp and, altered for LGBTQ participants, the conversations related to sexual harassment can be 
examined. 

This student presentation is available at ScholarWorks: https://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/under_conf_2019/134 
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LGBT+ sexual harassment in Intercollegiate Speech 
and Debate Activities

Presenter: Ron Price 
Mentor: Dr. Christina Ivey

ABSTRACT/ BACKGROUND
• Even though sexual harassment has captured political 

attention, little Communication research exists on how 
Title IX influences and impacts sexual harassment and 
assault within the LGBTQ community. 

• Previous research has explored heterosexual harassment 
in competitive Speech and Debate; however, same-sex 
interactions have not received the same level of scrutiny. 

• There is a dearth of research regarding same-sex sexual 
harassment in the collegiate speech and debate 
community.

OBJECTIVES
• What, if at all, are the sexual harassment experiences of 

LGBT+ students in intercollegiate Speech and Debate?

CONSIDERATIONS

College Campus
• More than 90% of sexual 

assault victims do not report 
the assault

• Nearly two thirds of college 
students experience sexual 
harassment

College Women
• 27% of college women have 

experienced some form of 
unwanted sexual contact

• 20-25% reported as being 
victims in forced sex during 
their time in college 

College Men
• 15% reported as being victims 

in forced sex during their time 
in college

WHY FEMALE 
STUDENTS DID 
NOT REPORT 

RAPE TO 
AUTHORITIES

Did not want 
assistance or 

action taken; felt 
that it wasn’t 

serious enough 
to report.

Others might 
think they were 
at fault or that 
they would get 
in trouble for 

reporting.

Concerned 
authorities 

would not keep 
it confidential.

Worried that 
someone would 
retaliate or get 
back at them.

Did not know 
who to contact 

or how to 
contact support. 

Concerned they 
would be 

treated poorly 
or get an 

ineffective 
response.

METHODS

• Participants will be students from multiple speech and 
debate programs in the United States. 

• By extending the work of Dr. Pamela Stepp on sexual 
harassment within the Cross Examination Debate 
Association (CEDA) community, a more nuanced picture 
of sexual harassment inside extracurricular university 
activities can be expanded.

• Using a version of the Sexual Experience Questionnaire 
altered for LGBTQ participants, the conversations related 
to sexual harassment can be examined.
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