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Impact of Diaspora: A Study of the Rohingya and Palestinians

Abstract

Our research will examine the question: How do Palestinian and Rohingya refugees effect on their
environment and the environmental impacts associated with displacement? We will qualify the
environment in social, economic, and natural contexts. More specifically, we will focus on the Rohingya
population in coastal Bangladesh and the Palestinian population in West Bank. Our motivation for this
project is to better understand how refugee populations can exist through crises and how they impact the
environment and cultures around them. We chose to do a comparative study of these two refugee crises
because the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has lasted generations and the exacerbation of the Rohingya
displacement is a relative recent development. The importance of this research is relevant as climate
change and political climates continue to displace people and the need for systemic and sustainable
solutions arises. By looking at the disparity between the effect refugee camps have on their environment
and comparing this to the impact the social, economic, and natural environment has on refugees, we will
be able to gain insights on the sustainability of refugee camps.

This student presentation is available at ScholarWorks: https://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/under_showcase_2020/
126
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Overview & Methods

To further understand the nature and impacts of diaspora, we have
examinedthe Rohingyarefugeesin the Cox’s Bazar region and the
Palestinianrefugeesin the West Bank. Our research compares the
environmental, economic and social sustainability of the Rohingya and
Palestinian refugee populations. It is importantto look at the effects of
displacementas a whole, but considerationof each sector is
importantbecause solutions for one sector will bleed through and
impactother sectors due to the interconnectedness of all of these
issuesand because the complexity of refugee crises cannot be viewed
or solvedas one size fitsall.

Environmental Impacts:
Water

. Drought- both the West Bank and Cox's Bazar
experience seasonal drought.

. Flood-Bangladesh has a significantmonsoon
season.

. Pollutionfrom effluentsand inadequate

wastewater treatmentfor both Palestinian and
Rohingya sites.

Environmental Impacts:
Land

. Deforestation occurs quickly as need
forshelter is immediate.

0 Segregationwalls are built despite
environmentalimpacts.

0 Removal of topsoil and native plants
lower soil quality and stability of land.

. Infrastructureis not builtto code

causing pollutions.

A Study of the Rohing

a and Palestinians
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Photos of a
Dheisheh
refugeecampin
the WestBank
1948 and 1989
(Lerner,2019)

Overheadimagesof
Cox’s Bazar taken
May 25" and
September 25, 2017
(“Overheadimages of
Cox's Bazar, 2017).

Economic Impacts

The economic considerations associated with refugees crises are two-
fold. Thereis the economicconditions of the refugee population,and the
economic conditions of the great host community and country. One
remedy to ease the economic struggles of both populationsthat has
used in the Palestinian and Rohingya refugee scenarios is Cash-for-
Work programs (CFW). These programs have been implementedin
Bangladesh camps and in the West Bank and haveresulted in:

. 7,641 metres of pathways, 1,105 metres of drainage
excavation, 17 bamboo bridgesand 29 hillside
sandbag staircases, earning a total of $83,540in
Bangladesh.

0 In the West Bank, 8,526 individualshave participated
in CFW programs, resulting in an estimated 45,688
people indirectly benefiting.

Department of Environmental Studies and Global Studies | Contact Information:

Social Impacts

In the contextof our research, we examined gender equality and
educationand theirimpact on social sustainability. Both refugee
populations have social programsthat have empowered these 2
sectors: there are Rohingya sewing programsto trainwomen to sew;
programslike this also impactthe community's economicand
environmental sustainability; while Palestine has demonstrated gender
equalityin their schools, there are societal and structural inequalities
thatwomen still face.

Environmental Findings:
Water & Land

Based on the literature concerning water quantity and quality in West
Bank Palestine, and Cox’s Bazar District, Bangladeshit is our
understanding that both populations are high risk in regards to water
security. Water security in the West Bank is dependent upon political
and economic stability as well as implementing conservative water
management practices. In regard to Cox's Bazar natural disasters
powered by the monsoon season threatenthe continued use of rapidly
builtlatrines and wells, extensiveinfrastructureis needed to secure
water sanitation and access. Climate change furthercomplicates water
security for both populations and highlights the vulnerability of these
already marginalized people.

The immediate need for shelter and resources has forced most refugee
culturesto build and reside in unsustainable solutions. These builds
oftencoincide with the removalof vegetationand the erecting of
segregation walls; both are detrimental to biodiversity. The drop in
biodiversity makesit increasingly hard for the environmentand refugees
to reboundand thrive.

Economic & Social
Findings

Proper integration of refugees into the local economies of their host
countries allows for greater productivity amongthe refugee
populationas well as the greatercommunity. Whenthis is able to
happen, governments can reallocate funds and resources away from
directaid to refugees and instead help them build their
independenceup and reap the benefits of a larger work force.
Additionally, the more long-term planning and outlook countries
with large refugee populations can have, the better equipped they will
be to navigate the economic aftershocks of diasporic conditions.
This study examined the gender equality and education of both refugee
populations and found that while there have been several programs
implemented that reduce inequality on both fronts, social sustainability
needs to be addressed on a larger scale. This empowers refugee
populationsto affect change within their own communities.

Conclusion

Solutions for one sector will bleed through and impactother
sectors due to the interconnectedness of all of these issues and
because the complexity of refugee crises cannot be viewed or
solvedas one size fits all. Furthermore, working fromthe bottom
up with the directinterests of the populationsin mind, paired with a
top-down approach of governmentintervention, allows fora
productive space at the intersection of both approaches. Itis also
necessary to note the humanity encased in the numbers; there are
familiesand individual hardships and burdens that further
complicatethe overall picture - thus, there needs to be underlying
grace and compassionin all effortsand programmingtargeted to
helping refugee populations.

Paper and sources can be foundat:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eMVb4n9-a8NW -
PkBhXbxsGblIrxE5FlaZHL7QPBxLrvE/edit?usp=sharing
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