Boise State University

ScholarWorks

2019 Undergraduate Research and Scholarship Undergraduate Research and Scholarship
Conference Showcases
4-15-2019

Child Fatality Review Boards: Increasing Collaboration in Rural
America

Rebecca Gomez
Boise State University

Max Veltman
Boise State University


https://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/
https://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/under_conf_2019
https://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/under_conf_2019
https://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/under_conference
https://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/under_conference

Child Fatality Review Boards: Increasing Collaboration in Rural America

Abstract

The purpose of this project is to assist a rural county in Idaho with streamlining and updating their child
fatality review process to better align with national standards. Child fatality review (CFR) teams exist to
review suspicious child deaths involving abuse and/or neglect or to help identify public safety hazards.
Although several statewide reports have been published in Idaho, there remains a significant gap in data
that can be useful for local (county level) efforts to prevent child fatality. A new process is underway for
analysis of pediatric fatalities in 2016 and 2017. In addition to the analysis, the report contains
recommendations for reducing or preventing these types of deaths in the future, based on national,
evidence-based standards. With assistance from the county prosecutor’s and coroner’s offices, as well as
local police and first responders, the amount of data we are able to collect will significantly lead to a
better understanding of pediatric fatalities. This project will play an important role in helping to
understand the occurrence of child fatalities at the county level. Accurate and up-to-date data increases
the CFR board’s ability to target limited public health resources appropriately, as well as to promote
legislative policy changes.
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Clinical Relevance

Methods

A CFR team investigates child fatalities in an effort A newer, updated process was developed to analyze * The uIti_mate goal of anquzing child fatalities is the
to identify the causes, risk factors, and preventability pediatric fatalities in 2016 & 2017 for a rural Idaho prevention of these tragic occurrences.
of child deaths within a specific community. county. * This information, along with data obtained from

e |daho was the last state to develop a state child The primary changes included increasing the medical examiner autopsies, will present an accurate

picture of the manner of death.

fatality review program in 2012. amount of information surrounding each child’s
death. This includes: e The development of prevention programs can be

directed toward preventing these fatalities.

* There Is a significant gap In data that can be useful
for local (county level) efforts to prevent child e Previous medical records.

fatality versus state-level data. | |
. . _ _ . e CPS case reports (If appropriate). .
 Having current information on child fatalities at the COnCI usion
local level can assist county officials with best use of * A more standardized format so records from

county resources. various law enforcement agencies can be
utilized; not just coroner records.

e This project played an important role in helping to

) understand the occurrence of child fatalities at the
P U rpose/A| 11 In addition to an analysis of the various factors local level.
surrounding the deaths of the children, each report e Accurate, up-to-date data increases the CFR board’s
. . . contains national, evidence based ability to target limited public health resources
The purpose of this project was to assist a rural . . . . . .
. . L recommendations for reducing or preventing these appropriately, such as public service
county In ldaho to streamline and update their child . .
types of deaths In the future. announcements or programs In local schools, as

fatality review process to better align with national

standards. well as to promote legislative policy changes.

 The new & Improved CFR board data collection
& reporting process was well accepted.

e With assistance from stakeholders, the amount
and quality of collected data has increased
significantly leading to a better understanding of
pediatric fatalities in 2016 & 2017.

This project was funded by the Joanna "Jody" DeMeyer Endowment.
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