What are the issues that

Idaho faces in the chang-

ing world of the new cen-

tury? To answer that
question, FOCUS writer
Kathleen Mortensen
called on John Freemuth,
a professor of political
science, senior fellow for
the Cecil Andrus Center
for Public Policy and
chair of the science advi-
sory board of the Bureau
of Land Management.
Here, in capsule form,
are his views about
issues that are changing

the face of Idaho.

esource
ealities

H ow do we balance conflicting views of

resource uses? Will Idaho always be a
state where these interests compete?

The conflict in the short term will probably continue
because of the different values underpinning environmental
issues. For instance, some people think that responsibly cut-
ting trees is good for the economy. Others think you should
never cut a tree in a national forest. In the long term; what
removes the conflict is some underlying consensus view of
what national forests are for. If they’re more to be protected,
then we'll log less. But we need to examine our consumer
habits, too. Consumerism is what drives economic growth,
and if we don’t log, where will we get our wood?

The same dynamic occurs with other issues, from grazing
to dam breaching. We’re so in the middle of these issues
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that we forget we’ve had phases and changes
tl'g'oughout our history. We just need to find
out where we can agree and where we're not
going to agree.

ive us a brief overview of the

three major resource industries

in Idaho — timber, mining and
agriculture.

I think Idahoans, more than the country as a
whole, would still support logging in national
farests, but it’s becoming a harder sell. We in
Idaho don't rely on logging as much as we used
to, and our newcomers generally don’t cgme
from small towns wherg logging is an econom-
ic way of life.

As an industry, mining depends a lot on the
pri@é of miﬁetals Right now, it's often not p’ria'f’
golgi mmes, whmﬁl means they would have fo
do things such as leach it out of the rock, and
that’s more expensive. And you can never be
sure how long the mine is gbing to last.

As for agriculture, corporate agriculture is
doing well, but 1h« family farm we all grew up
with is changing Smalf {1 mily farms have
been bought oiy. Prices 2 down and they can't

afford tal make it, so th&y sell out to some tor-
gqgatmn or thelr land gets subdlwded So
Idaho economy, its less s0 than at other times
in our history.

hat do these industries
mean to ldaho's future?

Idaho is becoming a lot less Jeffersonian and

a lot more Hapiltonian. We're about big indus-

1, and the yeoman farmes, rancher, logger —
it's harder fof those people now. It's change
that none of us ean control and it affects all of
u1s. We're séeing one exaniple right now - thé
stock market is dowh in response to rising
unemployment. THg old depressions in [daho
used to be agriculiire and fesourcehased. But

what drives the economic growth now is high-
tech and service industries. Now that we're see-
ing a high-tech slowdgwn, it is clear that the
global economy: is linked with all of this.

The paradox is that on one hand Idaho was
working its way out of its reliance on the agri-
cultural and resource industries, but now we
still find ourselves dependent on forces outside
of our own state, Micron is doing well but can'’t
isolate itself from chip prices. The Tesson, I sup-
pose, is that we are a more econamically
diverse state and we'r§not going to go back to
being ag-based. People move to places like
Boise because they think there will be more job
opportunities. That really changes the demp-
graphic makeup of Idaho.

When Idaho was experiencing an e¢onomic

boom of sorts last year, it wasn't rural idaho

that boomed. It was Coeur d’Alene, Sun Valley,
Ketchum; Idaho Falls — rural Idaho did not
boom. Those little towns are smaller now than
they once were, and that’s a big problem.

ith many resource issues

there are opposing values.

Let's analyze just one —
salmon recovery and the roie of dam
breaching. :

The mystifying thing to me is that we sur-
veyed people for three years in a row, and they
were fairly divided over breaching — 40 per-
cent on each side of the igsue, with 20 percent
undecided. Now public opinion has suddenly
moved against breaching — 57 percent against
breaching, with 35 percent supporting it. Was
it because people were angry at the Clinton
administration? That the dam breaching oppo-
nents did a better job telling their 3tory? 1
don’t know.

ﬁut 1t $ got td be the pubhc who decides
concluded that breaching the dams i5 the best
way to sgve; the salmon, but if the public does-
n't want to save the salmon, if they dig in their

. heels, how are they going to get thnse dams

breached?



To most Idahoans, the salmon are a sym-
bol of a wild Idaho. But to certain other
inferests, such as the farmers who transpeirt
their wheat by barge, it’s clearly an econom-
ic issue. And there’s a whole industry that
protects salmont in order to fish for them. As
long as they're being protected, it’s a renew-
able resource and a viable industry.

Everybody talks about saving the salmon,
but what people haven’t $orted out is what
it would cost and how much of that they’re
willing to bear.

ow have public attitudes
changed in the last 40 or
50 years?

Forty years ago it was all about building
things, producing power, creating jobs and
conquering the wilderness. Now, 40 years
down the road, those values are not as domi-
nant. We look at what the costs will be, both
economically and environmentally. The
twist in Idaho has been that a lot of our
influx has been conservative people. And
they're different than the more traditional
conservatives like Phil Batt who are con-
cerned with fiscal responsibility ard the
wise use of resources. The new conserva-
tives are more in-your-face moralists. So it
creates conflict.

As we have diversified in terms of what
we do to make a living, we're less dependent
on resource extraction in our own experi-
ences. For instance, a lot of people who are
engineers at Micron might be outdoorsmen,
but they don't see why you ought to be cut-
fing trees in national forests. One hundred
years ago, it wasn't like that. The environ-
mental movement was just getting started,

We were building America. Well; we ve
built America and now we need to decide
what parts of it we still build and what parts
we set aside.
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to get you a home loan.

Bend over backwards, stand on our
heads, whatever it takes -
Countrywide’s range of easy products can
make qualifying faster and easier than ever
before. For example, check out our Zero
Down loan programs and those with
more flexible income guidelines. Your
neighborhood branch team is ready and
very able to approve your home loan up
front, at the time of application. They’ll
even guarantee a fast close — in 10 days
or less or credit you $250 toward closing
costs.* So call us and see for yourself. It'll
make your head spin.
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