Common Ground
HUMANITARIAN PROJECT HAS GLOBAL REACH
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Siriporn Chaisri and Fongsaward
Singharajwarapan are partners on the
GWB endeavor and hope it will advance
the capabilities of students in Thailand
as well as in nearby countries like
China, Cambodia, Malaysia and
Myanmar.
“We want to move this concept all over
the world,” Liberty says. “In a lot of
ways, this project will be a first step.”

In January 2010, a team of Boise State
geoscientists will travel more than
8,000 miles to search for answers in
the earth. Working with collaborators
at Chiang Mai University in Thailand,
they will conduct hands-on training to
help the next generation of Southeast
Asian geoscientists address engineering,
environmental and cultural issues specific
to the places they call home.
Boise State’s proposal, titled “The
advancement of humanitarian geophysics
in Southeast Asia: A student-based
approach,” is one of two selected in
the first round of Geoscientists Without
Borders (GWB), a program launched
last year by the Society of Exploration
Geophysicists (SEG) Foundation designed
to apply geophysical technology to
the pressing needs of communities
everywhere.
The Boise State team includes research
scientist Lee Liberty, assistant professor
Kasper van Wijk, doctoral students Emily
Hinz and Dylan Mikesell, and emeritus
professor Spencer Wood. Their project
builds on Wood’s connection to Chiang
Mai University, which began with a 1992
sabbatical and developed into a visiting
professorship. Wood’s Thai colleagues
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“I think the foundation was attracted to
candidates who knew exactly what they
wanted to do,” says Hinz.
The project is modeled after an established
geophysics field camp in Colorado
managed jointly by Boise State
and the Colorado School of
Mines. Using radar, seismic,
electrical, gravity and magnetic
methods, GWB teams will collect
data related to three Southeast
Asian humanitarian issues:
geological hazards, groundwater
contamination and preservation
of important archaeological sites.
A week of analysis will follow a
weeklong field phase, culminating
in a student-authored technical
report.
“We won’t just be going out to a
field, turning on a tool and saying,
this is how it works. We’re trying to
target topics and solve problems
that are of interest to the local
community,” says van Wijk.
“It took many years to dial into

The issue of limited resources is one of the
reasons GWB was founded. With 30,000
members in 130 countries, the SEG’s
charitable foundation recognizes that
sharing expertise is crucial to addressing
threats to an increasingly interconnected
world. Boise State’s GWB team also
will share funding through $10,000 in
scholarships to help students lay the
foundation for a self-sustaining program.
“This is an opportunity to have a direct
impact on the community we’ll be working
with,” Mikesell says.
“This isn’t a single individual going to a
single location to address a single problem.
It’s about training future generations to
address those problems,” Liberty adds.
“The impact will be so much greater.”
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It’s a step that would not have been taken
without Hinz and Mikesell. It was their idea
to apply for GWB, and they considered
projects in South Africa and South America
before deciding that Wood’s experience
with the landscape and culture of Thailand
and Liberty’s collaborative research in the
region would strengthen their proposal.

a successful field camp, and we’re going
to make sure we don’t make the same
mistakes while working in a different
cultural environment with limited
resources,” Liberty adds.

Above left: Boise State research scientist Lee Liberty
and Chanpen Silawongsawat look at a seismograph.
Above: Liberty consults with his Thai colleagues.
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Joshua Wickard wasn’t planning to be an
attorney.
But a unique internship offering Boise
State students the opportunity to serve as
small claims court mediators gave Wickard
(sociology, ’00) his first taste of the
courtroom and put him on an unexpected
course to law school. Today, the skills
he learned in the internship, which is a
requirement for Boise State’s dispute
resolution certificate program, serve him
well as an attorney with the Ada County
Public Defenders office. He specializes in
child protective services cases, criminal
defense and family law.
“I deal with some pretty emotional cases
and difficult situations that require me
to keep a level head,” Wickard says. “It’s
very helpful to understand conflict and
how to approach those situations so I can
defuse them and get the best outcome for
everyone.”
Like Wickard, most interns working toward
their dispute resolution certificate end
up serving their 100 hours of required
fieldwork as mediators in the Fourth
Judicial District’s small claims court.
Overseen by Suzanne McCorkle, director
of Boise State’s Conflict Management
program, and Pam Madarieta, the Fourth
Judicial District’s mediation coordinator
and a Boise State grad, the internship
program boasts more than 100 Boise State
graduates.
Under the watchful eye of McCorkle,
Madarieta (social sciences, ’01) and other
professional mediators who contract
with the court, the interns – usually
upperclassmen and often non-traditional
students – get invaluable hands-on
experience. They mediate between parties
to small claims court cases, including
business, landlord-tenant, employment,
post-divorce, victim-offender, collection,
auto accident and neighbor disputes.
Most cases are settled out of court, freeing
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Ada County Public Defender Joshua Wickard got his first taste of the justice
system as an intern with Boise State’s dispute resolution program.

up judges and tough-to-come-by court
docket space. The extra manpower gives
Madarieta more flexibility for assigning
professional mediators employed by the
court to more difficult cases or higher
value disputes. And the program is selfsustaining thanks to the fees paid by the
court for mediation services.
“Boise State interns are my primary
mediation staff for small claims court
cases,” Madarieta says. “Once I get to
know the students and their interests, I
work with them to figure out what kind of
cases would be good for them to work on.
It really gives them a good idea of the kind
of conflicts that occur in society and the
types of things they can help resolve.”
In 2008, 17 Boise State undergraduates
served about 1,600 hours as dispute
resolution interns in nearly 1,800 small
claims cases in Ada, Boise and Valley
counties, the territory of the Fourth Judicial
District.

Interns also make connections with
professional mediators, giving them an
opportunity to find sponsors required for
the state certification in dispute resolution
and employment opportunities after they
graduate.
Madarieta is impressed with the quality of
their work. “They are fabulous,” she says.
“The success of the program is because
of the interns and the preparation and
instruction they get at Boise State before
they come to me.”
Wickard, who ran the internship program
as a senior before the judicial district hired
Madarieta to run the program, continues
to teach dispute resolution workshops in
addition to being an adjunct professor for
the Department of Criminal Justice.
“It’s a very worthwhile program,” Wickard
says. “Even if you end up never mediating
another case, you learn so many valuable
skills that it’s worth every bit of time spent
doing it.”

“Imagine the court staff it would take to do
all of that work,” Madarieta says.
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