Support
from the

By Amy Stahl

ual imagine you're a Bolse Siate
resedarcher with a brilliant idea.
Where do you go for funds? Your
ship could come in and you could
win & six-figurc National Science
Foundation grant. Or you conld
look to severat sporces available
within Idabo,

At BSU, facully members can compate
for a Jimited number of university graots
of up 10 35,000, Tenure track faculty ulso
can receive relcass ime equivalent to two
courses per academic year or money for
travel and publication support.

The Stale Board of Education also
provides funding on several racks
awarded through the Higher Education
Resource Coundl (HERC) chaired by
Carol Martin, BSL s associate viee
presidem for seudemie uffuirs, The eight-
member group wis created in 1988 with
efunl representation from RS, Tdaho
State, Lewis-Clark State College aud the
University of 1daho plus four members of
the public.

HERC, which receives shout
121 million anenally from the Legisiature,
reviews proposals from [dzho faculty
memburs and makes recommendations on
funding to the State Board of Education,

Funding is available for infrastruciure
support, specific research prant programs
amdd state-supported research centers and
malching grants, A program for matching
grants was suspended in 1993 for lack of
funds,

Ahout $600.000 is earmarked annually
for infrastroctore support, which can
include doflars to pay graduste assstants,
support staff or visiting rescarch faculty.
The formula for distnibution of funds is:
BSU, 25 percent; 1517, 25 percent; U of 1,
40 percent; and LOCSC, 10 pereent,

The specific research grant program

As chelr of {IERC, Martin oversees a stgiewide group thal reviews grart regriesis.

G W SR

awards grants o individuals or groops of
up Lo 335,000 annually.

Faculty from each school submit
proposals, which are rated by national
experts in each discipline. “It's a very
even-handed distribution of funds based
on the merit of the proposals,” Martin
S4Y¥E,

BSUI winners huve included Jon Dayley,
a linguist who wrote a dictionary of
Guatemalan languages; geosciences
professor Charles Waag for a study of
sinkhole-like depressions formed by
eruptions after the Borah Peak canthquake
and other earthquakes; chemisiry profes-
sor Clifford LeMaster to design a now
method for understanding the complexity
of molecules; and marketing /Anance
professor Moban Limaye (o develop a
system that will help American business
managers become more sensitive to the

world view of Asian workers,

The state-supported resexrch centers are
the most competilive — and prestigious —
of the HERC programs. Idaho’s three
universities and | ewis-Clark State College
can compete every three years for granis
of up to §1.5 million. The intent, says
Martin, “is 10 build a center to a state of
tatonal competitiveness in order to
gontinue research and have it be self-
supported by national graats.”

BSL won a three-vear grant in 1993 for
the Ceanter for Geophysical Tnvestigation
of the Shallow Subsurface {CGISS). The
ceoler, which is dirceied by peosciences
professor Jack Pelton, has been involved
in 18 significan research projects invalving
groundwater geclogy, seismic hazards and
marine geophysics. To dawe CGISS has
penerated more than 52 million from
external contracts and grants. L)
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