Saving Two at the Zoo

By La¥eile Gardner

Mig,rzm:-ryr birds in Guatemala and spotted frogs in Idaho
aren’t the only ereanures whose changes of survival are being im-
pacted by members of the BSU community,

While several BRU [aculty and students are involved in projects to
preserve the habitat of a small handful of critters indigenous Lo
Warth America {see accompanying stories ), Boise College alumnus
Dran Wharton is involved in the survival of bwa exotic, captive —and
imperiled — species.

Wharton, 47, i3 the director
of the Central Park Wildlife
CenterinNew York Cityand &
member of the American As-
saciation of Zoos and Aquari-
ums, &N organization in which
he chairs committees devoted
1o the propagation of the po-
rilla and the snow leopard.

Heading what iscalled g Spe-
cies Survival Plan {33P) for the
gurilla and snow leopard,
Wharton says his job is to
“present wildlife to the zoo-
going public in a way that in-
spires prealer mtetest in wild-
life and an understanding of the
current need to cate about the
fate of the wild.” This is done,

gorillas — listed as a “threatened” species, which is one step below
“endangered” status — living in the wilds of western Africa and
approximately 330of the greatapes arein captivity in North America.
The snow leopards’ numbers are even nmore worrisome. Thers are
only ahout 5,000 of the larpe cats roaming upland central Asia,
miaking them an official endangered species. And of the 600 snow
leopards in captivity worldwide, 260 are part of Wharton’s S5F,
_ most of the remainder are part
of a similar program in Furope.
Ome of his and other conser-
vationists' biggest concerns is
educating peeople aboul the wild-
lifc crigiz and how it affects ev-
erythinggnthe planet. “There is
a crisis going on right now in all
areas where species are being
lost al a greater and prealer rate
due to biman activity,” he says.
Wharton gays education 15 the
key and he and his ¢olleagues
hope to see a clear international
consensus and body of law that
will help reverse the current
trend in species endanpgerment
and extinction.
A Middleton High Schoel
graduate, Wharton spent 2 1/2

heexplaing, by making the small,
captive populaticn of gorillas,
snow leopards and otherendan-

Former Boise College sindent Wharton's work is Relpfng preserve
the snaw leapard and the govilla

years at BC from 1966-6% and
finished his last year at the Col-
lege of Idaho with a bachelor's

gered species in North American 2008 “wildlife ambassadors.™

Drespite some opinions to the conlrary, 2005 “are very much a part
of the wildlife conservation movement,” says Wharton. Noting that
there are species of animals that have remained alive in captivity
while disappearing altogether in the wild, he states (hat zoos can
serve as “8 backup for extinction in nature” for 2 number of large
vertebrate species.

“We are unique in our ability to provide intensive protection ta
caplive populations. 3o in the process of creating [these] stable
populaticns, we enhance the educational polential of the zoological
garden,” he says. “Also, aoy conservation strategy that is employed
is ultimately about siabilizing habitat and species population m
nature, But eonservalion is a new scignee and there are no glaran-
tees, Populabions of #ndangered species in zoological gardens are a
‘miracilous insurance policy” — so if all efforts fail in a species’
:,numnmant, a backup population exists in zoos. Obviously zoos
5 cannot maintain all endangered species bul can work with enoughio
make zoological gardens uniquely ugeful io species preservation
prograrms.”

And while neither the gorilla nor the snow leopard is currently o
5 the verge of extinction, their population numbers are low in their
& natural surroundings, There are currently 30,000 western Jowland

dﬂgree in paychology. Aller compleling two years with Lhe Peace
Corps, he errolled in a masicr's degree program with an emphasis in
administration of environmental arganizations at the School for
International Training in Brattlebora, ¥Wt. The program inchuded an
internshipin Mairobi, Kenya, where he worked on a United Nations
symposium of envitonmental programs,

After finishing his master’s degree, Wharton began working in
1974 at Woodland Park Yoo in Seattle, a job that successfully
combined his interest in animal husbandry and administeation,

He was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to Germany rom 1976
77 where he worked on a study of population genetics, and in 1979
was selected as a quratorial intern with what iz now called the
Wildlife: Conservation Society in New York. He eamed a Ph.D.in
biology from Fordham University in 199). Over the years, he mmoved
up through the ranks te his current position

Wharton believes that 2005 are an important part of the conserva-
tion movement. “The mission of the z2oological garden is 1o help
people understand wildlifc issues. The hest way to do that is to be
able to present wildlife in ways that are reflective of the tremendous
importance of the wildlife,” he says. “The well-run zoclogical garden
invests very heavily in programs and imessages that say “we care and
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