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Passion and Politics 
ay .... ory ........ 

Scott Montgomery r<memb<", Ili, fi"" trip to (I,. Jdaho Le&;"­
l>luro. H. pic'.d up h~ new ",it on til< ""y .nd rea<J hi' oommiUee 
te'tilllO<1y..-<><d f", wo<d. 

Totally comfnrr.Ne ",i[>l1<" & thro<'gh ",hitew.te, r.pid. OIl tl>< 
P.yen. RiveT, (he ,ubtle bend, and cut""" of the ug;"latur. w<t< 
ur><;h'T(ed .. '.le", f", Montgomery. 

"J didn't even b""" ]""" [0 tie • fie," II< ""Y'. 
Th.1 'o',,, lour yea" ago. 

Tod.y, 'he lJe'<'lett­
""brd computer pro­
i,.ollner i""garoed •• U>e 
"""Y lobby;'l who PUllo­
lIef"r • textt>oolc-perfecl 
1l'.",-rootJ! C<lmp.ign lb", 
led to P.""ie of lhe 
".yette River Plan during 
the 10'1 ,."ion of the 
looho Lelhl.ture. 

'Td nc>cTbccnimolvcd 
inpoliuc>, BUllbcy>tartcd 
""'''ing with my ri"CL and 
th.l '"'' il;" he "'Y' in ITf· 
crence tu p.-op""cd hydm. 
,,!ectnc dc, d"pmenton hi; 
bckm:dhy~\; ninana, t~ 
"orth Fork of tll< Payette. 

M()fll~umcry<ut hi, lob_ 

thot coukJ have coo .. from. CO"" 'tudy in roii(1<ol "i~n~. 
Early"", M "" Igoo .. f}' re.1 i1'ed t h.t ifF ri. oJ. olthe p"yen. 

• .... to ,,,,,,,.W_ it h. d to bro. den in b .... S<> ~ .. '","~ed b"rd 
(0 brina .11 u..,,,oftho riY~r intoth~ orllani'Otioo, r.rhor tbon 
mai n(. in ito f""u, 00 ,,'hite .. 'at~"ron,. 

H~fore i( "'" over, ,eve,.1 chambe" of comm.r~, jet 
ooate", by"ke" and even IIOme r"""h." .. ere "11(1011 tOose 

proudly we;Hin t 
'The Poy.tI. i, NOI 
lor sole T-,hir(, 
!>tlor. the IeglSla­
li,'e ,,,,e. 

b)'ing tcclh in 1988 wo,k· 
int with Wmdy Wilsonond 
JohnWatb,l()ljIKi<-'f>oithe SCOTT MONTGOMERY: "Extremists raise our COli­
friend,ullhePayelte,uH sciousness, but people in the middle make decisions." 
rev;'i"" of the Stllte W~lcr 

'You ha,'e to l.Jk 
.boul Ibe m'er 
unly," he oar> of the 
e""lilion thl >up­
porlcd u>c Pa),clle, 
"bc<.u>c the IT,l 01 

OUT philo,ophy i. 
pretty " .. ide ~p",l" 

Mn"tgnmory aloo 
... or\;Od h.,d .( 
huilding Irmt ~nd 
e,( . h li .hin , per­
IIOn,1 rela(i~n,hip' 

"'ith 1.,i,l.ton! .nd 
otherded';oo m.k_ 
.". Friend, of t~. 
r.yeue O!II.ni'ed 
VII' flo.1 tril" to 
, ivelegist"""" feel 
for (he river. 

Plan thOl ",odc majo< j>hihnphiG'1 chongo, in t~ w'Y Id.ho l(loh 
_libri",n, 

The Lcgi>latiun authorized til< >talo to cooduct an inv.ntofy of 
potenllol """" fOT ldahn,> ri"H 'Y'tem •• nd adopl m.n.gement 
plan, t.ilorcd tu the .Irenglh. of the vorioo., rive". Those pions. 
which cOIl'lidcr all u •• ".nd not i"'l dev. lopment, &live the .tole 
>OmC I<vo,"~c ""hen the fWo,"1 g"".mment m.ke, decisions aboul 
tbo>c ri,or .. 

But Monltomery'. Iohh)'ing I!f.mp;" mool cloorly .... n 00 0110 of 
lboo;c pIom_,I",,, """"io<1\ contr"".,sial ray.tte Rive' Plan lMI 
emj>h&izc<i the rocroalio n. 1 v.1 "" of (he river over ii, b ydroeloclric 
potenlial, 

"The Idaho C.un,tilulion "Y' .nyo,," who"'ants 10 con awropri­
.1 e" ator fod .. n o/kial u",' Th.t u,.d to mean farming-l00..y 1 be 
word 'benoficial' h .. a different me.ning than iI did befo<e," Monl­
gomery '~l". "It [the P.yene Plan] ",,,,,'1 JUSl 10 Jod il up-what I 
w"rllc'd 10 .ce ;" that r""re.ri"" l:e(, an .quol voke," 

Tho ~g"'I .lure heoed Ih.t voke lood and d"." 
Mont~(l!llo')', who ;, working (o",.,d • bodlCkJr'. degree ln 

compuleT "d."". at I:\SU in hi. 'p"'e time. led .lubbyint campaign 

1, . <>CUI 

"'That reallY',,'<)tked-m""t of (hem hod never been 00 (he 
river," he ,ay, 

Monlgomo,)' '.coll, (hal when ~·rieod. 01 t~ )'''YO(te fiM 
st.rted (here .. ere 1~ reople interested. Hy the time the i .. ue 
.. ' .. 'eody kor ~ vote, Ihe j;roop 1\Old ~ m.Hmg Ii" of lU,UOO 
reople ond 3,(0) dooo", 

Monlgomery is oonviocod thOl the troup ..... w<cc"lul 
hecau .. it "'a, "'illing to <ompromise, rOlher than odopI.n 011-
or-nothing approach, 

-n .. extremim raise our <on",;',,,,,(",,,, bul the peapl<: in 
lhe middle will moke u>c ded';"""," he ... ) .• , 

Frien'" ollhe PO),"lte has di,bondcd >ince the Lcgi,lature 
odjoom..'d , bul tho o<g'nuollono) model ~nd lubbyin~ plan 
remain OS on example lor ul h~'T C",,",,-'TVO lion grou!" tu follow. 

A, to< Moottomery, l>c', t>ad; on the P"yette II> often .. 
J'O'!ible, enJo);n~ ll>c re><llt. uf hi, h.,d ",'ork, 

'rmhere [~tH-P] in "hi~h.tech, h'!lh • .ue,," situanOll. I c.n 
~o oul to lhe ri" ~T, he theTe Iwo minute> and it', Hc..·!t:tt_ 
Who'] 

'Il j",l .(". you free," he "'Y'. D 

1 

j 



Guarding the Headgates 

'When you JW." up in the M"!I'" Volle)'," ")" lim Y _, "you 
gro" up knm"in~ .!>out 'l!J>culture" 

I\nd if ),<>u'r. on< of tho 32.(0) m.rnbe .. of tho Tdab<> Form 
Bure,u, you pmbah l)' too ... alxlut Jim Ym'. A. the lFB', diroctoc 
of put>lic aft.i". the 42-)'o.,-<>d B,,"," Stat. ! raduato ,,~ of to. 
1d.1ho Iormin2'od r.ndjn~ iodu<lrie.,' ohi.1 lobb),;'n,_ 

A lifek>n~ n.rive of (n. M"~ic Valley, Y«<t li.od "" fO'",",od 
'<lnche, "off "nd on" 
fhroughoo( h;, yoofll_ In 
1971 be ."me<! his od"".­
(ion devee tr,.n BSt,; .r>d 
tau£ht in Nomp" briefiy 
tlef""e bu)'Uli. dai'1' di,­
trlbu tor>hip n ear Wen <lel!_ 
After thot he w,,, in the 
riUJrood !>usi"e" ""here he 
"Ic~rncd ~boul the tr.Il>­
portatiun u[ v.ouu, "-,'1i­
c~It~,"1 prodwI', from 
fr",en 1(1(1(\0 to other tml< 
c,.nmooit ie,_" In 1972 he 
w", elected to the ".te 
Sen",e Of the "ie of 23-
mo<in~ hin' the y"",nge.t 
lien .. "" in Id.bo h;'t(K)'_ 

to ",.ter l.o. ... , aoo I&<kliliom to ... aler plan>. "I ,". importanllh.>.llhc", 
tbinp ore darif",u, bc<:all>C lhcrc or" ",,>en"- more ",Ole, qLl.1!i", 
plan> on Liop"tcd durin~ the nexl fe ... loti,l.ti ye 1OCm.>=, ,. Y 001 '"Y'_ 

An<>lhcr contcntiou. "",uo;' til< pion to ploco tile SMh RivoT 
""'''ye ,1Ilmon (Xl the l.dulll ~nd"ngorod 'p«:ie.liol. Such octi"." 
forme" and moe""" fear, .'()Ilkl furthe, rod""" their .... Iity to 
manipuho!e Jdoho', ",ater. 

"Oefini1< ly ~ 01 the 
maj'" are .. of gr'Y<"coo_ 
~'" to .triculture loo.y i. 
lhe End,ngere d Sp«ie. 
ACI," Y""t ... y._ He ackk 
Ih.t the lFB, ",hich repre_ 
",nl. about M percent of 
the "ot.', brm." .nd 
.. ",he". -'tTOn,ly .up­
pom" rebuildiIli .. 1m"" 
r~n., but with a Mlance<i 
opproach and not .t the 
""pen"" ol imll"lJ<m, 

A lth"""h he ...-or'<, "" • 
variety of k'''''' 00 !:leb.lf 
of oiI'iculrure, Yost's are.1 
of expertise i ... ater right> 
and ... ter qU.'\lily - ..-hich 
C'Ol1lC' in h.nd y lile"" <Ii< )'" 

Agric>ulturc h". <!urni­

JIM YOST: "I don't think we hllve a big philosophical 
differeace (with recreatkmisfsj." 

"All tbc ",.ler in Idooo 
boin~ bold ""d rcic,",ed 10 
flu,h the .mull> ",ill no<. 
relUm lbo •• lmoD TUn> 
akmc bcc.Ll>C o[ tbo eithl 
00wm tream >lor >.gc fo.cili­
lic ... - bo "Y'. rdcmng 10 
Ihe lcderal cb.m. un the 
S""ke .00 C"lumba riv· 
e", "w. think il nee"" 10 
he • comhin,ti"" o{ flo" 
manage ment, roduced 

,,"-led .,otcr LI>C in lhi> ,I. tc, bu l now therc "re "ro..-ing prc» Ure, for 
utbor u>c, of ",.ler - rc<rcaLiun ""d cun>crnlion, prim"il)', The 
"atcr rith'" <Ie bale e>C.ll!'lcd corlier lhi, ),car wilh lbo p~c of lhe 
P.)'cUe River PI.n, 

"Wc """"""d it nol ho>cd on pr<M>lon. of lbo pion," Y""t ")'" 
"Ba,ic,lly. ",c wcrc in "'PP"'[ of the pion, bullherc 'O'cn: • couplc 
olch.n~ .. we W(llj!d Ii .. to h.Y< mode," 

y oot "')~ the Idabo Farm Bureau w.nt«l the me .. urc to contoin 
,pecific 1"'&'"'lle toenmpt ll'" P.yeUe River /rom federol",ild .nd 
ocenic river <le,ig"Mion_ 

"But the opportunit)' ne.er exkt«l to imple""'", ony ty~ of 
omendmenl t 0 tila t LegWo tiro."' Yost .. y •. "Our ot>;ection "" .. b.O«! 
on c'On,lilulionol .... ler ri~t •• nd previollS kgi,lation that "'os 
po»cd in 19l18. We boh",'e lh.llhcre hI> been •• bin in ... rer I,,,' in 
tbo .lotc ....-ilh tbo pO''''!(C of tllC P'),Clle River PI"", and....-e lhUl~ 
tboo-c thins' need tu be d"rir",d - eilhcr with a c'OUtl cb.'\llcnge "" 
icgi>lotive tilODgC',' 

1bo>c ch""!lc. include (l) odbor~ [0 tbo limc [romc ~l which 
rivcr protcct;oo. pI,n. an: ,ubmined 10 the Let,i>lat = and (2) 
otItJre,';ns lFB concern, rc~anJ~ Ih< difference borweeD <:lu!nsc, 

h.",e", and tryin, to control the pred.li"" of Ihe fi.b," 
Despite the div;'ioo, between Id.ho', mony ...-.te r U'""", Y ",I 

believe •• ile.lth)' I>o.la"". he",,",," irri",tinn and recre.tioolcon· 
llervation <on he achie.ed. 

"I t bink b",iw1ly th. t .griC\l1 rure ,ul'Plie, ...-.1 .. for recr .. tion i.t, 
.nd I doo't tIlin' "'e MVe" nit p-hikJoophical differen~ in the 
proolem. wilh ""oter ond ..... er delivery." he "Y"- "T.ke , for in· 
,tane\;. the Poyene Ri\'er. The ....-ater tb.r. UI!ed for recr~"lion be I "'" 
C.",.dc IRe,,"""'ir] ,. •• [pro\'ided lhrough] irri",tion doH.,,_ 
When we n:1c""" uur ,..ler oo...-mtream for irritation _. the 
recre.tionilot> havc tbo upporlunily.lO cnJo)' the extreme llow."' 

AllOt l>er i,we where .gricult urcl .. nching aIKi rccreolionic'ouller· 
volioo ore di.ided" tl>e ld,h" Fmn BLlTC'U', pLl>h [0< otItJilionol 
r= rv","_ "Wl>ether lhot mu", repl:>cing tbo Tclon lOam] 0< 

buildini Ihe Gal l"",.), IOomJ or any oIher >itt., wc think tllC 
pos,ibilit), ,"",-,Id he inve'li~aled," Y""I ,a)", lhc lIoddiliorW n:>cr· 
voi,... he points out. cOIlid he u'oed f", tlm.hiDS ",lmon .nd would 
provide rTI(I<O r=eMionai opportunilie>, 

Irrii.tion i. Id.1Io f.rmin,', lifel>lood, and yO<! i. wurkins hord 
to m.k< ,ure the flow rem.in, "r",,~_ 0 -- " 
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Sources of Power 
ay LIIrry ...... 

T litre "as a lime when Idaho Power Co. w • • Tc~.rdcd ., the 
corpor.tc ,'ol'\;"'n ollbc a!\"T->IIlokiOt llIK;k wom dc~l maker, the 
""""LXIlm.lc poIitiClil ehe» pa)'er lh.t u>cd it> coosidcrohlc chIt 
(0 move tile piece, .nywbcrr it w~nlCd. 

Th.t irnatc h"" chmtcd, if it eycr w., Tc.hly in tbe fiT>! rlac<. 
TOOoy,ldabo Power i> ,till on . eli>" playeT in tbe politi""l orona, 

bulin . kindcT,tCnlk-.,- ..... y. II"'':::_~ 
The penon .. ho .,,,. the 

political ton e .t Idaho 
Pow« j, La"y Taylor, 
... ho 11 Y"'" .~o left hi. 
.nchor 1'0,1 at Hoi.e', 
K'JVll_TV to j<>in Idabo 
Po .. '. ,', public rebl;""" 
,t.ff. L .. t year h ..... 
named le~",lotive aff.i" 
ma""llor 

Like many Tdab<> Powe r 
executive" T,yloT trace. 
hi. roots deep into lbe 
... le', hisl<>ry ." bi> J rc.l­
!\,"COl-!r"c.l tnrKIpucnl, 
ore buried in Idllho City. 

Thc comp.n), recenlly purch.>cd lhe right> to ,Iu<iy tbe old 
W )'hc >ite ""or Bli .. , a fir>! ,(cp in lh e klIll\ pmcc» ,oword ohuim n g 
• IK--cn",. 

"BeloTe Idaho PUWGT turno it> b..cl un til< Snuc Ri¥er, long 
known"" lhe .... ockin~ river of Idaho and cloarly r. 'I"'",ible fur 10 .. ' 
dec~ric ulc, and a 'lini[icanl parI of ,be emnomy we e njoy, we ""vo 

to inve"igaf •• if" 'hilt ap­
pe",lo h.ve""". vi>biliry 
and al !ea.>, .tudy fhem." 
I><", Y' . 

In fhe me<>ntime, Idaho 
Power is W(lrkin~ bard 10 
en,ure retention 01 li­
cense, to tbe d""" il Cut­
rently operale., Many of 
thooe lic.lI>es are up for 
renewalby lhefe<le"I_­
emruenl in lhe nexl lG-15 
)'c.". 

"W. or • • pproachi ng 
e ach of tl>oi<o .. if we will 
have a competitor for tbe 
lice"",. W. anricipote fh ere 
will be odditiooal roit;,a­
tion to m«f the "eeds of 
fISh and wildlife, 

'M) job;' >impl)' lelling 
the c()[IIp~n)'" ,lory on 
each ;"<>c," he "")',, "OUT 
'lyle h., changed .. , •• c'", 
""t out 10 fo"" <leci.i",u 
hut to uliculate II>< i"ue. 
u we >IOC Ihem, We havea 
lowcr profile Ihan five_lO 

LARRY TAYLOR: "We're not out to force decisions, 
but to articulate the Issues CIS we see them." 

"Nationally proj..:" are 
los.in, ~-15 megawam he­
can .. 01' ruifi, ation, We 
anticipate fhat we'll bave 
to ta~e ojrnjlar 'leps wilh 

yc." "8'), We aTen't the [lOIiticoi power~e ... ~ ..... re once irua~ 
incd to he" 

Idaho P"",or, now celeb"linJ ill< 75th anniversary, i. living in ~ 
p<llitical and . ocial envirooment vostly different IrOOl fbat which 
"'''ted during much 01 if' history, 

Wl><n it roceived lieen .. , 00 in strinjl; of Snake Rivcr d:rnJ>, 
h)'d ropowe r, irri~a tioo and llood cootroi "crc patl!IIluunl 10 wikllifc 
or re<re.tioo oOllCem •. That's c!l.M~eJ, ""-'I" Ta),loc, 

"In no "'a)' are .. e ;Mn, in ",ith a prcounociyed idea th~1 w. u . 
IIOin, fo ooild • projeOl uo mattCT wbo.!, be"",,,, .,.e .re .en.>ilive to 

publie ooncer",," he "")", 'Tbc d:o.y ill ~UIIC .. ben a utilil), oc any 
other 00'"'11<"" CJllit Y GOO >impl)' . (cp in . nd """.k!p' public reMlur~ 
jU'f because il mighl be 1c~1y ri~hl." 

U ro.y be much mo<e difbcLllI t<><i>.y 10 hui Id n ... ' rower p I >nf'. hut 
thaI doc,n'l mean ld>.bo Powor isn'l pl~nnin, on future gr""'th. 

"If we find local""''' th~1 are e nviro!lrTlenuolly .",ertobie and if 
wc nced til< P''''CT, thon "'0 .. '.nl to do,.lop. Uut I fhink we are 
.yrnp.thelic 10 othor 1JlieJO 01 a public r. wurce," Toylor ,ay;. 

"All thal,.-o .. k" fhilt we hove a chance fo explain our fUlurc 
need., ourfulure choices, >nd "ave a.eaf at the table when, decision 
" made. 

~ .<Xu, 

our P"Jioou. and thM .. ill fake away f,OOl , ener<lting c""lKily," 
T.yIoe '"Y', 

The Helt. Canyon proj«:a - whal T.ylor 0.11, "lbc hcarl of 
Idabo Power', bydro sYSlcm" - "iII c>pcoil>lI), comc UntleT do>c 
lederal ",",ulin)' bec.usc of lheiT impact OIl ... lmon rurn. 

"We ldl anoorurnou, [i>II rull> could be trudcd around the dam. 
fhal didn 'l wUTk ""d if WG had rGaliud i"''<lukIn'l, we would luve 
done >OmGlhilli diffCTml," Taylor "'Y'. "I'm .ure if we we re ooing 
lhat project loday, .,.. would havo been more , e n,ilive to fi,h .nd 
wlldlik. ,. 

Idaho PoweT, "')'II Toylor, .. currontly in "rooource b.I ' n<:e." 
producing about the r;"hl omount of power iIt the righf time. 01' 
Ihe year. 'The comp.ny will continue to develop ifS exi'lin~ 

r""un= , 'UC" '" addit;"".1 c""o<ily ot S""an YaM, Dam, And i! 
will continue to pu,h COflli¢rvo,ion measure, ~. par! of ito 
resource pi,", 

BUf as Idaho', population ~.lhere "ill "",ne a limc wben thc 
state will lace some tough dec.i,ioo; oYcr it> IX'wer >our=, dOlI'" 
faylor, 

"Wilbin lbe nexl two decade, wc Ina)'!iCe another mojoc h),dro 
project in Idooo ... >omc choice> will havc 10 be mad.: be "')'II. D 



Surveying the Snow 

T Mnew-lollensoow blonLefini on Jd"~omoont"imide "' .. ". 
more 10 Peter Palm« tban jllSt gre.l skiin,. 111. Il00,,," hydrolog;.t 
kno ... , • "'.>OIl oflk;a "y .nowfall "",,bring "" .. Jed relid lor former; 
,uffcring from five yco" of droughl. 11 abo con be ~ no,,', r<>< 
recTc.I;",""l., poI' .. cr generalor; .00 O!bcr' ... 00 ocpcnd on • 
bcollhy ,upply of .... teT. 

A,,,,». ,u",cy ,up<rvi­
>Of wilh (be U.s. Depar!­
I!l<nl of ApicultuTe', Soil 
ComcTvalion SO,,;C"_ 
Palmer 0"0""0' (he ml­
I<cti()fl ul ,nowpack dal •. 
1k d.ta", Il.>Cd tu mole 
furCCll.' ts monitoccd cI",.,ly 
hy iIT;! """" . flood wnlwl 
.'peru, hydropowe r e ng;. 
n • • ", ooate .... ron.,ern_ 
tioniy, .. d otbeno_ 

~now .nd 'nowpact 
mate up 75 ptrccnl o!tbe 
)'ear" 'fr.omnow, .. 'bieh 
"",te, Polme(, dat •• 'er), 
important indeed. W'teris 

,. 

• ~, .~' . 

: I11III"'" . P\y 
.' , o • 

'Their h.t>itot h., \)een damated with)e" moi""re nouri,lIini tbe 
bank .. nd .. a 'mer "'aler t em peroture, re,uiti ni from Iow,t reo m~ m''-' 
h., t>een detriment.l to the n.tive trout_ And e\'en tnCJre .1'nIlin&. 
juvenile ,a/rnoo th.t b",'e relied 00 n.turol.prilli iIoodin& to P'J'b 
them to the oceon have t>een "'ired ond coofu,w in slUiiisb, Jow-

level ,tre,,,,. and reser-

""". Palmer and bi, crew 
lta<~ Id,ho'. 'IIOwpa<k" 
lW I<:."ti"",,, Th.y trovel 
by ,no"',boe. ski, ,now 
machide or heli~ter to 
ea<b site, collectin, da" at 
most locatiom monthly 
from January lO "'oreb or 
JUlie. U'illj! an ~uto."'te<l 
dat. coilocliOll.nd telem­
elry (~NO TEL) 'y"em, 
Ihe >Ur\' eyun dri,e • 
hollow .Iumin~m lube 
thruu~ the ,nowpock to 
lhe gr()llnd~nd lhen weigh 
loc oo.-c fur w~lcr runlcnt. 
lbciT index of ~ blWn' • 
w.1 er coni enl i> lhen Inll>­
Med inlo 'pring mnoff fi~­
ure" 

• price! ... &em in. heavily 
irrigued reiioo jj~e""'lh­
ern Jd.ho .nd there are. 
lot 01 interem struwini 
lor 0 pioceo! IMliquid pie, 
"It'> Ji!!icuJt 10 inlegrote 
~Il 01 lbos.c u,""," .~y' 
Palmer, a Nurlh CilrOlin. 

PE I Eft PALMER: "H's really an iJgricuHural drought. 
There's plenty of water this year for recreation." 

Noi lUlJIIillin]!ly, irrito-­
to.--. loke tho force .. !> \'ery 
, eriou<ly_ In a .... Ier·,h"" 
ye.r lbey can be fo<ccd lo 

nati,e wbo i. on avKJ wblle ... ~leT conocisl :rnU ""-yaker, 
At "",lie ore toc wMlcly dh'ertent cxpccll>liO<l> 01 ",ater lI>C!,>, 

Re>Cn'uinatc • ""'" in poinl.ltrig~t"'" .. ·.nt rc><rI'''''' 10 oc dr.,,·n 
oo"'n 010 .. "1)' lO mainlain • ,\cad)' fluw 10 tocir Iield>;, Floo<l cunero! 
uflici.h prde' lhot re,",,,'oin; ore emptied earlier lo .verl J'<ltcnliol 
<brnate, H),dropower inlerc'" bop< lo parcel oul rel<."" 10 lOCel 
pc.k ek;ctricol dem~nd. 

And reeTe.bonU ho~le", ""'h '" tho"" who moo.- Iheir ho~l. ~l 
Spring SllUre. on Lock), Pc"", like tu k ep lh< rc><rvoirf ull fur ~ long 
"".,;un of w.terwin~ .nd fL>hillj!_ l\uI tu menbon lhe difficulty o! 
lyin~. boo.t to. doc\; lhot i., hiy, :and dl)' hundre,," of fcel from the 
.... ter' • • d~e h)' m,d_.ummeL 

R .. .eIVr>i, manag.ment, P.lme,fi~r .. , ";, a,;tuation ofcompTO_ 
m i=_" A nd I 00", CrKnf'"r>mioe. can be eooten tiou, liven tbe nu"""', 
of competing intere"'. The drou~ht oompound< tho prob!.m _ 
ma~i", ~C~ f",eC>'''' all th. m~ critk. !. 

Y .. , . ftery •• rtbe Inro",,'" have be.n ,l""",y and tho re,,""en' 
drou,ht oondit;"n. h~v. "'.n • h •• vy toil, Palmer "Y'. 'They have 
led to . r<duct;"n in ,oil moo"uro . nd ere.t.d wat., quality pmh_ 
lem. in ,tr •• m, unable to "fiu.>h" them .. tv .. de.n in tbe ",rinS_ 

FL.h h. v. been .moog tbe r .. "lUrce, """I .. veroly imp.ct<d_ 

ch.n&e thei, f.rutin , practice. .. In """'" ='"" they h.,e roduccd 
IMir tillable ocre" planted cropi' th.t don't requiTo n moch W.tcT 
and tried altern.tive m.n'iement techniq",,', alterin~ the type and 
timilli of IMir irritation ,y,tem._ 

While th;, y .. ,', early p-miKtion., fu, ,oulhern Id.ho ",lied for 
another Jo ....... ter year _ p. rticulorly "", .. ,lating fo< farmo" in IIx; 
W(IO;)Oj River, i.<lSl Ri~er.nd Oakl.yare.o,_notall thene""i' grim, 
• I '" really on _t,icultural drou gh t _ There'. plenty of ... Ier this ycu 
lor recreation," Polmer ,.}~, 

Bo.ter> in IIOrlbern Jdaoo and "" the P.yell. Ri~or 'Y'tem ore 
enjo)'ing .Iroog ",.ter Hows. and .ltoough the Salmon Rh'CT 
dnnMte i> nOl al pea~ le.'el., roUe" are .xpected to hav • • llood 
rccre'li()fl1>i "" .wn, 

lbc drought h"" in foel, crealed a bit 01, public rela t;o", problem 
for ~uide, worried lbal potenlial cu>tome" are gettinll the wron~ 
idenho ut ld.ho '. w llile"'at et rivers, Palmer h" \)een ... ",ki n~ witb 
touri>m official> .llhe Id.ho Dep.rtment o! Commerce ond Idaho 
Oullille,,":and Guide .. A,,,,,,ialiou 10 get the .. ",d out on lhe wet 
lII>Il wild rccre~lion ",,",on, 

He ""Y', "We're lrying no< 10 p.'e lhe coontrythe imp"",;oo that 
!hOTe', nut ""y .... tet in Id.ho," 0 

~. " 



i , 
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Saving the Salmon 

E d <-1lane)'1w <Iedi<ated hi> life to .... ,.ing •• pecies he belie,· .. 
i> alre..J)' crtincL 

"'Tl>c Snl1le Ri "cr ,ueke) c ue ~unc, we 'r< j ""t pretcndin~ tbey're 
n<>l," be ",)',. Of 0 ,pecic, """" '"' nLllller""" tlleir >corlet .pawnin~ 
001<><> in,j>ircd llIe nome fur Redfw. Ll1le, un!)' twu ... crc ruooted 
pao>in~ thwuj\b Lowcr Gromte DiIlII cn ",ute to Idllho in 1m 
n()(lC in 1990 OIld thrc. thi> rw"­
yeu. 

The Nation~1 Morine 

procedure. "Then we PUI tbem in 0 b",~ ond haul them for two 
d.y" U'. 0 wonder Ib.t /my of them make it hock." 

Whik dtiflnel Ii,hin,. ov.r"""in~ and overlouin~ all contribul< 
10 ""I!OOfJ mortality, Cbaney ",y, Ih't nOlhinl: will help the ""lmoo 
until '·w. ~et the Ii'" throuth tb. re""tvom t><lor. !heir ~al 
dock tun, down," Ibi, m.an. droppin~ tile r<setvoin for two 

I 

moDtbs e.ch .prin~ so Ih't 
, nver-like "''''ent oo<e 
o~Aln !low, tbrou~b Ihem. 
olld m<XIifying the d"",.lu 
ollow llle 'm"'!> 10 p=. 

J: .entuati)·, "'Y' 0"",,,),. 
tbe ;ocl.ey •• nd tl>c wild 
loll chinooL, which lie be­
hev •• is ,]ro doomed. will 
be reintroduced 10 Idoho 
>lreoms. I'ishlrom Ore1:"" 

~ and W.,hin&,OO ,tto.m. 
",ill ~ rele .. <d in thc 
Middle Pork Salmon, tile 
S.""h, the CIe"rw.tor_ 
"to ",.n the .\000.' proce.,-, 
of ad.plOlion .11 ove r 
.gain." H. thinks it will 
take decades, perha p< cen­
tu rie>. for tile transplant.d 
r"h to adopt.nd evolve, 

Fi>lIerio .. Servioce (NMFS), 
in r"pon"" to a p<tition 
from Indi~n tribe, and en_ 
>ironment.l ~roup' thi. 
)'cu Tecomm~nd~d thot 
C()(lgrc» <led",c the Snake 
Ri>er ",ch)'~ "cndan· 
tcrcd. - Fuilowingtbclc~"1 

pr<= will I~l~ ~no<h<r 
y~"- I><loce ony .oti"" ;.. 
tok~n to "' .. the <pecie<. 

SoChaney,. tall, looonic 
Mi,,,,uri.n ,,'ho run, • 
""lu,,1 reoources cOllSull­
ini hu<ine .. from hi. 
counlry home .... " 01 
F;'ik. h .. belp<d file .uit 
to force NMFS 10 loke 
emer~ency""tion, no .... By 
e n .. rge ncy """ion, Ch. ney 
mun.' re<tructuring Ihe 
",.ylederal d.m, Ofe m;n_ 

m CHANEY: "l don't want the sockeye to have gone 
extinct for nothing . .. 

Choney i, bankin~ on 
. noth er evolu.ion _ 
people' .chongi "I! .ttitudes 
to ... .,d riv." . 

• ~ed to on"", r.moll> _ tbe juve nile ,olmoo - 10 .wim frOOl the 
headw~ter >!ram" of Td.ho to the .,,,. 

But Ch.ney doeo; nol beli.ve tl .. emergef\<Y "'lioIlS will belp lhe 
sockey~ ot 011. They or. I""e. -I don-I w~nl lbe ""'~.Y' to have tone 
.. tinct 10< nothin~," he e~rI"i"" "I hope 10 force NMf'S lolo«. lhe 
Corp< 01 hn~ine." to iet 00 ... ith fixin~ tboo< main "om daIll>. 11'> 
too lau to< the "",keye, but il woo't be too lale for >pri~ and 
wmmer chil1(l()\; .. Lmon," 

'The .iil'l lede,,1 d.ms on the CoI~mbia.nd lower SnaLe River> 
a re the primory cau .. or •• lmon <Ie.th -.nd extinction - >.It)., 

Ch.ney. (no;' doe, nolinclude the llell, Canyon dooL>, whidl MVC 
no fir.h ~i. fl>cilitie. at 011.) While the <i~bt """', were built WIth 
~ r.h ladder" to allow upstream p.,,"~. ofT etl1IIliD~ »<Iult ",!m<>n, no 
pro>i.ion ..... mode lor tbe smolt, to pa", dowrr.;trc"",. 'The >molt, 
have been dyini b)' tbe lhou,ands upon thon>and> .. 11><)' p . .. 
tluooVo the dom turbine •. 

More recently, lhe COI'J'" 0{ EngiIlOCf> hu 1Ie~'ll tfOppin~ the 
"""'" IS ond piping them inlO barge, ond tTlKi> which carry them p'" 
the d.m" rele.sint Ihem <!own,tTcam or Bonneville Dom. Chaney 
"iUe. Ih.1 Ihis ooMioo. is. fail~r<. "We <kl ~'Verything but hit tl><m 
in Ih. I .. ad wilh . bammet," he ",,)', or the c"'leoti"" ond piping 

Rive ...... ,. Choney, ".to • • ind of hi,tory I:>00I<. " Wh"" agrK:ul-
tu re ..... dol'll i non( in IdollO, "rive" "'ere looked .1 •• h.vi nl • slnile 
purpo<le _ to i.1 t be .... ter oul of. 'There wa,!IO restroin I - yoo "k. 
il oiL' rime. h .ve ch"n~d. but the <>kI1~",,;md a!lilude, h~ven 't yet. 

"I love !i.h for their intrimic value, bIlt tlleir r •• l vall .. i. to 
le .. ,"~e Ihe"'ay"'e u.e ond Ihink .bout riven. The r~ or< tile le .. r 
10 ~et river prot"'lioo lbal witi benefit all: water qualily ood woler 
quantily," 

0",,,,,), <bot~ .. tile BonnC>'illc Power Adminl>tTation, eleclric 
utihtiesand Corp:I oWngine.", h ... luughl .ver)· '" t.mpllo tc.l orc 
.. !moo. A .... d wh)', he ''''pond>, "11', no< the money. TIle ut~it." 
are monopolie. wl>o'li male the "'''''' TKJ ,ullcr what. And tile 
lederol bure. ucral> will Trn1ke the >=le. In lad it', ~c>ing tu =t morc 
u>cr the IoD~ Multo re>lor" the fi>h,. The irony i, it'll =t lllem 10 
Ii""", "" much bcco.usc the)' wun. 

"It', ~ rclip"'" thin~" >.It)., Chaney. "The )' bdi~>c the hi~lIe,t 
and lie>! u>c <>f riv~..-.;' tu ~~'lleT~te puwcr.· 

U'. ~I>o a rclip""" thin~ for Ch~ne)', who "'Y', "My earlie>t 
mem~' aTe I><i~ in a jollnho.t fluatin~ river>. W. 'rc attracted 
10 rive r> _ and it', not all commer~. They I'fovid; u. >,,"'<-'thing 
p"),ch<>lop""Uy "'c need." 0 


