




FANS ---------------------------------------------------------------------

J! ver since the first student-athlete put 5 on a uniform in 1932,enthusiasticfans 
have followed the fortunes of literally hun­
dreds of Bronco teams through good times 
and bad. 

Boise businessmen organized the first booster organization, which 
was called the Boise Athletic Association. That group met weekly to 
rehash Bronco and area high school games. The Boise Athletic Associa­
tion became devotees of Lyle Smith, and bought letter jackets for the 
194 7 undefeated football team, a gift the organization frequently made 
thereafter. 1 In 194 7, encouraged by attorney and BJC trustee Oscar 
Worthwine, the group changed its name to the Quarterback Club. 2 Noon 
luncheons, held at the Elks Lodge, attracted a large following of 
businessmen, and Coach Smith often brought a player or two for the 
members to meet. 

Not everyone had time for the Quarterback Club, but fans of all ages 
and sizes attended the games. The bonfire, parade and pep rally held 
on the eve of Homecoming drew a citywide crowd. The burning of 
"Elmer" became the premier event of Homecoming in the early junior 
college days. Elmer, a wooden horse, became the "sacrifice" at a huge 
bonfire on the night before the game, a ritual intended to stir the 
emotions of the team and their fans. 

Loud and loyal fans have been a long-standing Bronco tradition, 
providing the voice and enthusiasm that gives Bronco teams an extra 
lift. Coaches of all sports are quick to point out the importance of the 
fans and the vocal support they give their teams. 
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Owen Sproat still has his 
letter from the first year 
of BJC football. 

Family Affair 
The first meeting of the 1963 BJC 

Quarterback Club (forerunner of the 
Bronco Athletic Association) was an aii­
Urresti affair. Father Gus, a captain with 
the Boise Police Department and a 
member of the 1934 BJC team, was elected 
president of the club. Son Rich, a fullback, 
was named Player of the Week by the 80 
members who attended the meeting. 
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Smith Scholarship Endowment and the tourna­
ment had expanded to include Caldwell, Magic 
Valley, Mountain Home, Nampa and Payette. 

In 1983, the BAA and the BSU Alumni Associa­
tion joined forces to hold their first biennial 
auction. Auction '83 netted $60,000 for athletic 
and academic scholarship endowments at BSU. 
The first four auctions generated $500,000 and 
the fifth one, Auction '91, netted $540,000 for a 
one-time special gift to purchase library books for 
the Warren E. McCain Reading Room located in the 
Albertsons Library. Auction '93, again held to 
build the scholarship endowment, netted $210,000. 

The Bronze Bronco Award was established by 
the BAA in 1984 to honor members who had been 
active participants in BAA activities or Bronco 
athletics for 10 years or more. Biennially, up to five 
boosters have been selected as Bronze Bronco 
recipients. Honorees since 1984 are listed on page 
287 of the Appendix. 

A highly successful event for the BAA has been the biennial Walk 
for Women's Athletics. This fund-raiser has grown from 44 walkers and 
pledges of $23,822 in 1986 to 158 walkers with total pledges of $86,000 
in 1993. The revenue has been divided equally among the women's 
sports programs and has helped maintain BSU as a premier school for 
women's athletics. 

Another project that included BAA financial assistance was the 
1988 opening of the Simplot Center for Athletic Excellence. Several 
prominent boosters contributed financially to this 16,000-square-foot 
addition to the Varsity Center building. The new facility provided BSU 
athletics with a state-of-the-art training center and new space for 
wrestling and track and field. The major gifts for the center came from 
j.R. & Esther Simplot and Charles and joAnne Wilson. The BAA 
contributed $125,000 to the project. The donors are listed on page 287 
of the Appendix. 

From the beginning, the BAA, a solid core of volunteers and a 
dedicated staff, have made the association one of the strongest and 
most productive booster club organizations in the country. In the early 
days, BAA activities were managed in-house by athletic department 
staff coordinated by Athletic Director Lyle Smith and Assistant Athletic 
Director Ron Stephenson. Association leadership was provided by the 
BAA president and a small board of directors. 

In 1972, Don Kubitschek became the first executive director. He 
held the position until 1978. Under 
Kubitschek and BAA president Robert E. 
Krueger, the association gained consid­
erable momentum. As membership grew 
so did the staff, with the hiring of Ernie 
Roberson in 1974 as the first full-time 
secretary. Roberson's position was later 
upgraded to administrative secretary as 
her job assumed additional administra­
tive duties. Kubitschek and Roberson 
took an active part in all aspects of the 
daily operations of the association and 
through their direction and hard work, a 
solid foundation was built for future 
growth and development. 

jim Faucher, Bronco sports informa­
tion director, replaced Kubitschek as ex-
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Football Coach Jim Criner 
entertained boosters at the BAA's 

weekly luncheon. 

The Women's Walk is a 
successful fund-raiser for 

women's athletics. 
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ecutive director of the BAA in 1978. 
During Faucher's tenure, the associa­
tion finalized its plans on the Pavil­
ion project and began marketing BAA 
Lifetime memberships. Under 
Faucher's leadership, $2 million in 
pledges was generated prior to his 
departure in June 1980. 

Robert Madden Jr. became the 
BAA executive director and assistant 
athletic director in june 1980. A 
native of Caldwell, Madden joined 
the Bronco staff after serving as as­
sistant director of the Beaver Club at 
Oregon State University. Madden's 
initial responsibility was to complete 
the marketing of Lifetime member­
ships and to maintain the necessary 
annual revenue for operations and 
scholarships. During the next two 
and one half years, an additional $5 
million in memberships brought the 
total for the Pavilion project to ap­
proximately $7.1 million. 

In the summer of 1993, Madden 
was honored as the nation's outstand­
ing fund-raiser at a conference of the 
National Association for Athletic Fund Raising. The organization has 
given the award to only 12 people over the past 20 years. 

The BAA has been fortunate over the years to have excellent office 
personnel, including Connie Sower (1982-84), Carol Carroll (1984-
1987), Charlotte Glass (1987-1989), julie Stubbers-Clarkson (1984-
1988) and assistant director Larry Cline (1986-91). 

In the fall of 1994, the BAA office staff consisted of executive 
director Madden, assistant director Ron Dibelius , administrative secre­
tary Kathy Haumann, and records clerk Sondra Foerster. The BAA board 
of directors included 40 dedicated boosters who served one- to three­
year terms. A president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, budget 
chair and endowment chair are elected annually by the directors, and 
the day-to-day affairs of the association are conducted from an office 
located in the BSU Varsity Center. 

Since its founding, a long list of BAA presidents have contributed 
their time, wealth and leadership to make the BAA the great booster 
organization that it is today. They are listed on page 287 of the 
Appendix. 

Boise junior College, Roundup, january 14, 1948. 
Barrett, Boise State University, p. 62 . 
John B. Barnes to jack Arbaugh, Oct. 16, 1969, and to Ron O'Halloran, Sept. 
24, 1975. John B. Barnes Papers , BSU Library Archives . 
BSU Calliope, Note from Vocational Technical Dept., 1979, in Bronco Book 
Notes , BSU Archives. 
John Barnes to Louis A. Peck, Art Department, April15, 1971, Ibid. 
"Compton Calliope Donated ," Idaho Statesman, April 15, 1971. 

The BAA dedicated the proceeds of 
Auction '9 J to improve the 
university's library. The event 
honored retired Albertson's chief 
executive Warren McCain and 
raised more than $540,000 for a 
reading room in his name. 
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