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A neglected
section of Boise
is about to change.
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River Street
In Transition

By David Procior

uring Boise’s mfancy it was an orchard.
with groves of fruit trees that stretched to
the river. By 1910, what is now called the
River Streel neighborhood had devel-
oped into one of the city's first residential
areas.

Then came the railroad and the accom-
panying warehouses that cut it off from downtown. By
the 1940s it was virtually the only place in Boise where
black families were allowed to buy homes.

Later, light industry moved in. River Street became a
through street and cut the neighborhood in half. Specu-
lators and high-density resident zoning followed.

‘loday, change is again afoot for the River Street neigh-
borhood. After decades of isolation and neglect. city
planners have ambitious plans for the area that has so far
been relatively untouched by the rapid development of
Boise’s downtown just blocks to the north.

“We want to recreate what was going on in the 1920s,”
says Rick Greenfield, executive director of Capital City
Development Corp., the city's redevelopment arm. “We



want b mix residential, small com-
mercial and office uses. and we
want a preat deal of pedestrian ac-
vessibility from those uses o down-
town,”

Two years ago, with the original
vity-center eighi-block redevelop-
meol just about finished, the
CCDC turned to the River Street-
Myrile Sireel area. For the nexe 20
yours or 50, Lhis irregularly shaped

Boridered by Baise's busy downtown, the old, onice proud River Sireetneighborbood is aboutto change.

chunk of nearly 300 acres between
Broadway and Americana boulevards will
have: the CCDC's Tull atiention.

The €©CDC's new redevelopment plan
deserbues the current River Sireet neighbor-
hood as an arca of maxed uses, with ware-
houses and large wacls of open land thal
"lacks a cohesive, ncighborhood image doe
toa mix el oldersubstandard dwelling umits, ™

Longtime residents like Evma Hayman
and Cozia Hardeman remember o 1me in
the past when the neighborhood more re-
sembled the folure Greenficld cnvisions,

Hardeman grow up there io the 1908 and
"5, morvid to the Bunch and has come back.
She remembers it as a village thal caised
children.

“Tt T did something wriong on L5th Street,
Iy the time 1 got home I was i trouble
befare T could tell my mother,” she savs,
“Hyeryhody was one big family then, I snot
that way now. "

Says Hayman. whohaslived on Ash Street
fir 50 of her &% vears and raised three chal-
dren and a grandson there: “Tt was a clean
lictle neighborhood o everyhody owned their
own homes. ™

Tt was a good place to live. There were
neighborhood grocery stores, and she could
walk to work at Lemner's. Her grandson,
Dick Madry, was the Grst black to graduate
from Boise State after it became a four-year
school.

“We looked out for cach other. T some-
budy pot sick or died, we always took some-
thing ever to the family. It isn’t that way
anymure,”

River Streel was one of the [ew Hoise
neighborhoods where black families, many
of whom came 1o Gowen Field during World
War II, were welcome,

That™s when Hayman moved in from her
parenis’ farm in Nampa.

*We coulda't live any other place.” she
explains. “It was very prejudiced. 11 you
wanled to buy a place out of this neighbor-
hood, when they [onad out you were black
you dida’t pet anyihing, ™

Hardeman says 1he neighborhood began
to chanpe aboul 20 years ago,

“Black people were moving up, getting
better jobz. Il was just fike the Jeffersons,”
she smilcs.

Hardeman did il too. She got married and
moved 10 a0 apariment on the Beach, Butin
1986 she bought her moiher's house and
moved flome.

“Tt was seen as a step back,” she says,
though she obwviously disagreess,

“I thought abueut moving out, bl cverythmg
is &0 expensive. So I think I just stay.”

The CCDC redevelopment plan 120’ e
first ome for the neighborhood.

Tohn Bertram moved into the arca n
1969 as a VISTA voluntcer with El-Ada
Comnunity Action Program. His job was to
draw up neighborhood plans that would
help River Street get back on its foet.

Finished in 1973, the plan called for such
things as rehabilitation of existing homes,
1,1(%} new housing naits of vanous typez and
prices, improvement and expansion of Pio-
oeer Walkway and the improvement of cily
utilities. Twenty years later the CCDC plan
is ke deja vu all over again.

{Caortiried on Page 313
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RIVER STREET

iConiirued fram Page 23)

There were s lot of reasons the plan dido’t
work then, Berlram says, including the cily's
nearhy futal Aixation on building a downlown
mall, an economic downturn in the carly
19880 and indecisivn oo where the Connee-
tor would go.

His higgest disappointment was that the
land along the river was sold for officcs
instead of high-density housing.

There were successes, though. Bertram’s
plan helped save the Fighth Street bridge
and cleanup Eighth Street.

“1t was a lot of things that didn't gel.”
eaplains Berteamn, who bought a house an
1dih Street and lived there [rom 1%75- 1987
aniel 5111l has an ollce in the neiphborhoogd,
“Ba 1 believe il somecue had had rhe [ore-
sight 1o do a [rst-elass residential develop-
meril, it would be very successiul now,

AT always [ownd it awonder[ul place (o live
bocanse il was soclose 1o all these Lacililies,
W' jusl blocks away [rom the Greenbelt,
there are Lwo parks vearby, and the library.
BSLT and the museoms are all close,”™

Opes the CEDC plan is carmed oul, the
Eiver Sizeel neiphbuorhood will be irans-
furmedinto a mix of new single-family omes
and high-density residential struclures {row
houses, conduminiums am apariments}) in
all price ranges, small stures and offices.

A new and improved Plonesr Walkway
will uller an casy and scenic walk rom the
Grecnbell aind the river Lo the cénler of the
city, The strecls will be well lit and land-
scapod,

The arca will altract ¢ broad mix of people
-- high income couples and Buoise State fac-
ulty who can walk to work, long-time resi-
dentswhowant to stay in the neighborhood,
empty-nesters who can be close to down-
towen and the museums, and lower-income
single parents or young couples just starting
[t

What will happentathe low-income fami-
lies when River Street becomes pentrified?

“We inrend to provide affordable hoos-

ing,"” says Lennis Clark, development coor-
dinaior for OO, “We wanl fhe broadest
ranps we can pel because thal ranges has a
higher charee of survival Ui il it’s all one
sepment,”

In Hurdeman®s vicw the plans fur River
Strect have fur more plusses Lhan minuses,

“I'm huppy W sec changes,” she says,
“There's a special part of me that loves this
neighburhood, Twant to sce it go up™ 2

fravid Procioe fas weitier for Ralling
Stone. TISA I'nday, ‘The Salt Take 'Iribune,
The Tdaho Statesman and Edging West, a5
well s FOCTRS. His first ook i schieduled
Jor publication in the fall of 1997,
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R RIVERSIDE MANAGEMENT CO., INC.

Full Service
Reul Estate Management
Honded & Insured » Competitive Rates
Locally Owned

208-331-9090
Fax 208-331-9797

ConNECT WiTH Your COMMUNITY

are: convenient for you
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» CONTINUE YOUR LEARNING <

As knowledge continues to expand, continuous learning is a eritical component
of enhancing your productivity. BSU S Division of Contimung duaation makes
learning ACCESSIBLE by providing educational opporunities in locatons and time fromes that

CLasses AT CONVENIENT O1ik-CAMPUS SITES- Canyon County, Capital High School,
Downtown Boise, Gowen Field, MeCall, Mountain Home and Twin Falls.

ALTERNATIVE, TIMEFRAMES- Fvening and Weekend University, short-term work-
shops for credit or CEUs,

() Easv Accrss, DistaNcE EDucamion Formats- KBSU Radio, Instructional TV, and
Computer Conferencing,

Sering 1997 schediiles are currently auailable
Stagver 1997 schedules will be available April 1

FIND OOT MORE BY CALLIMNG {(208) 385-1708

o

Qutside Boise area 1-800-824-7017 ext. 1709

Visit our web site http://www.idbsu.edu/conted
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