The Empire Strikes Back

Wise Use movement says enough is enough

By Glann Ookley

n the Tast desperate days of the wild
and free Western Indians, many
among the tribes turned to the messi-
anic cult of the Ghost Dance — a
religious gnd social movement that
promised the people invulnerabilty to
the white man’s bulletsand areturn of
the buffalo and the old ways. Thess
days, ranchers, logpers and Duncrs
wha see their way of life slipping away have
their own version of the Ghost Dance: it’s
called the Wise Use movement.

Wise Use is a coalition of Ingging, mining,
ranching and motorized recreation organi-
zations seeking local control over federal
lands and the weakening or elimination of
environmenial regulations, which are per-
ceived as being the primary cause of their
industry's decline. Frequently funded by re-
solrce extraction corporations, the Wise Use
proups employ the lactics of their sworn
adversaries, lhe environmentalists:
Erassroots organizing, local political action,
cilizen lobbying and public ralligs.

In Boise, a Jun. 18 “Save Western Ways”
rally drew more Lhan 1,000 people, culmi-
naling io a five-block march in the city cen-
ter. The rally, says onof the organizers, Ron
Harmnglon of Emmett, was staged to “get
the messape to the peneral public that there
is a movement afoot to change the West™

Girazing reform, the Endangered Species
Actand changes in mining laws threaten the
livelihoods of many people in the West, savs
Harrington, a directoron the Northwest Tim-
ber Workers Resource Council. “Federal
policies are taking riphts away from us. The
impact on people should be taken inio con-
sideration,™ he says.

One method the Wisc Use movement uses
to catch federal attention is to enact county
nrdinances that assert local control over fad-
eral public lands manaped by the 11.5. Forest
Setvice or the Burean of Land Mapagement.
The ordinances are patterned almost word-
for-word after alaw passed in Catron County,
Mew Mexico, which asserts that federal land
managers must not enact regulations that
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would disropt the traditional “custom and
culture” of the county. Under the ordinances,
reductions in timber harvests or grazing al-
lotments would require county approval. It
also prohibits the designation of federal wil-
derness areas within the county. [n the stale
of 1daha, Lemhd, Owyhee, Boundary and
Washinglon counties have passed such ordi-
nances, Boise, Dneida and Custer Countics
passed resolutions supporting the concept of
he ordinance, And Teton and Cassia coumn-
Lies urc deliberating (ormal adoption of the
ordinance,

Boopers Perry resident Ina Pluid peti-
tioned the Boundary County commissioners
tn pass the Catrom Counly-type ordinance

‘We make a
living off the
land. Why

wovuld we
want fo
ruin it?’

after attendiog an American Agriwomen
conference in Baise,

Pluid says, “Our big concern was not Lo
mandate regulations, because we know we
can't force the Forest Service 1o not enforce
the Endangered Species Act or the NEPA
[Mational Environmental Policy] Act, But
we wanl Lo be in on Lhe ground floor plan-
ning.” Pluid says under the eurrent siluation,
onee the Forest Service cxtablishes its land
managemenl proposals, “the public com-
ment i= null aod void.”

Boundary County isalopging and farming

region that has seen timber harvest reduc-
tions in recent years. Pluid says, “People just
feel like they're being locked out and shut
out, 'There are a lot of people who aren't
working here who were working two years
apn. Last year this imber distriet had cight
proposed timber sales come Up. At one ime
six of them were tied in appeals [by local
environmental organizations].

“My family isa fourth peperation lopging
family,” says Pluid. “We know if we cut
every stick there won't be any work left for
us or our kids. Trees are either growing or
dyiog. We don't understand why we can't
have more access to these trees, Why let the
forest die or bum by pature?

But conservationists argue the Wise Llse
mavementis blaming environmental regula-
tions for problems the timber industry has
created by overcutting the forests. “They're
saving they wani their rules (0 supercede
federal planning and management man-
dates,” responds Glenn Stewart, director of
the Idaho Conservation League. “They want
tosay, ‘Inourcounty, by God, we're poing Lo
cut as muoch a: we wanl because it's our
cuslom and culture to keep our mills open.”
We can't allow Lhem to po ool there and lake
our public land:s and cut them al
Unsuslaimable lavels.™

Boundary Couonly is the only place m
America where the custom and colture ordi-
oance has been challenged it court. Loeal
conservation groups filed suit against the
ordinance after Congressman Larry LaR ocoo
was informed at a Bonners Ferry wilderness
hearing that designated wilderness had been
outlawed in the county. Coeur d’Alens at-
toroey Scort Reed won the case, proving the
ordinance was unconstitutional, But Reed
says that since winning the case on Jan. 27,
Boundary County has passed another ordi-
nanee. This one, he savs, is based on an 1866
law designating established roadwaws as
county property. Through the latest ordi-
tance the county has Laid claim to all Forest
Service roadsaspart ol the Boundary County
highway system, =ays Reed.
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Reedsays Boundary County residents are
angry over road closures the Forest Scrvice
hasinstafuted to protect endangered cariboy
and grizzly bear. “If you're in a place like
Boundary County where you've got endan-
gerad caribou, grizzly, brown trout, stur-
geon, Uncle Sam looks like an enemy,” says
Reed.

While the Wise Use movement maintains
a strang anti-federalist theme, it specifically
targets environnientalists as the leading vil-
lain in the demise of Lraditional America.

Clark Collins, director of the Pocatello-
based Blue Ribbon Coaliion, a national
Wise Lise proup for off-road vahicl: cwners
and manufaciurers, says in the grogp's Biue
Ribborn Magazine, "As ‘preservalionists’
zeek 1o influence policy more and more,
acting Lo *socialize’ and impose their views
upon the majonity of the rest of us by foree
of law,’ we ¢an only conclude that they are
the new political arm of communism,

“Iovestigations into their leadership and
eventual aims seem to bear oul that their
primary intentis not necessarily on *presery-
ing nature,’ but rather more on exercising
palitical power aver our entire lives,”

Clark wrote in a recent column, “many of
theseso-called environmentalists have dete-
riorated inte oul and out hate groups,” Ha
wenl un tonote thal, “Muore folks are finally
realizing that what is actually being advo-
cated by enviroomental extremists is the
elimination of the human race.”

Environmental extremists simply see
some industry they want to destroy and start
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locking for anendangered species with which
they can put a stop toit and put working men
angd wemen out of work, explains Clark.

T what #xtent the rank and fils members
of Wisze Tlse groups agree with Clark and
othermovement leadersisdebatable. Asked
whether she believed envirommentalists were
actually seeking socialism, Pluid responded,
“That's a pretty radical statement.” Buot she
belisves environmentalists are determined
to end logging. “If it's not endangered spe-
cies, they’ll come up with something else,”
ghe savs,

Dan Barry, direcior of the Clearmphouse
for Environmental Advocacy and Research
in Washington, D.C., Barry says much of
the funding for the Wise Use organizations
commes from corporations “interested in ve-
laxing regulations.” But, says Barry, “It
wopld be a mistake to characterize it as a
false fromt movement on bebalf of indys-
tres. I also think there are landowners out
there whe thiok government has gotten too
ebtrusive. I think the environmental com-
munity nesds o voderstand that and ad-
dress that.”

Many environmentalists fear the Wise
Use movement is making compromise and
cooperation more difficult. *T think (hey're
being extremely effective at polarizing com-
mumities,” says Wildermess Society spokes-
woman Kathy Kilmer. *1am not discounting
that Western rural communities have fears
ahbout the future. The reality & the extractive
industries in many arvas are io decline,” she
sa¥s.
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Similarly, Idaho Conservation League lob-
byist Melinda Harm says, the Wise Use move-
mentis ‘oot addressing the real issues. We'ne
dealing with tough economic 15505 Where
hig agribusingss is oplcompeting the litls
guys_ Twould say there's an abuze of [plant
and wildlife] species. We dido’t invent ex-
tinctinn.

“The wise nsemovement attempis 1o make
the atmosphere arpund these issues so vola-
tile, it’s impossible to have meaningfol dia-
logue. We're ell people. We all have a stake
in having a bright and happy future,”

“There & hope,” says Hamington. “If
people don't lose their cool, we can always
sit down and compromise. We'te not out (o
ruin the land, We make a living off the land
... Why would we wanl 10 ruin it?"

Meanwhile, the Wise Use movement
seerns to be spreading. “Two to three years
ago it was considered to be Sagebrush Re-
bellion revisited,” says Burry, referming o
the 198k effort to privatize the public land.
“It certainly bas spread beyond the West,”
he says, pointing (o organizations in New
England, the deep Scuth and even Canada
and Australia,

Reed says, "I think eventually it will all
collapse, just as the Sagebrush Rebellion
did. Ultimately the public will decide they
wanl the lands left public.”

Bul Barry isn't so sure, "1 think there’s an
indication the Wise Usc movemenl is not
going to fude away like the Sagebrush Re-
bellion. I wouldn’t say it a Last gasp. IUwill
be more of & sustained political debate.™ 11
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