




ldeoloJie. a,ide, !d.o.i>o ;., ohanJiIlJl. The 
idabo Deputmenl of Commerce'. report, 
Proft~ of RW'<II lrWw, oote. the urun;"taI­
able Irend: "'The ,Iale 01 .. lOCI percent ru!'ltl 
untill920, wben lhe city of Boise reached a 
population oC21,393 ... Ei~le.., Id.ho COIII!­
(ie., oll rural,:laW populat;"n decline. in Ihe 
I 'lIDo ...• Recenl popuLo.lion VOWlh has been 
twia: ... fast;" urb.., .,.. .... 

TIl. reporl identifi •• a corre'pondin! 
chon~ in lhe econOnly: "Over lbe yea", 
,",""ice industri .. and trade h..". '<!placed 
.otural resource industries .. Ihe larze51 
employe .. in ldal>o. 'While .griculture. tim· 
ber and minin, activitia ,lUI playa vila! TOle 
in the .tate'. economy, these indumie. DO 
Ioo~r employ Ibe lorge peroentqe of the 
popuI.tioo. they once did due to production 
efficiende. and rbante. in Ibe overo.ll 
economy." the report .. id. 

Slate _11Or Join! P"""y,a Carey rancher 
and can<hdate fur beutelllJl.t governor, be· 
liev .. the challente is to "preserve the bert 
of the old and.tiII approach lII.turai re.ource 
i" ueo ,.;:th a reCO!nition that tbere are liJIl· 
ito." 

Kent Laveny. w bo is w",king fCO" lhe ldabo 
ConoervolioJl League '"' '''''Wo-
able economy;"""" .gre .... 'The 
bi, que.lion II band, he '"Y'. i. 

in& JIoba! eoooomico ot the n.tional level 
impact lhe traditiooal indU$trie. in Idaho, 
where 6.1 perc.nt of the lind;' public do­... 

BUI Idabo poIilico r.lain a solidly Old 
W.n elhic thAi often favors lhe traditional 
industri., wben tbdr interests are . t .tale. 

Por innlIl<Oe. when Joo Marvel, I H.iley 
architect and director of the Idaho W.ter­
.beds Project. hid 011 a stale lind, grazl", 
I .... early tbis year so he could remove 
e.ttle from the land to let it rerover from 
decade. of guin8, the .tat. sovernment 
.topped him. The Idabo Land Board tiDt 
accepted hi> bid on the 64().ac:re palc<1 in 
Custer County, theD ~ot.d to rescind the bid, 
,ramiDI rancber Will ID"am anew I().yea:r 
1 .... , 'The Idaho CattleA"ociatioo ODd the 
Id.bo WooitrowenASi5<l<::iotion then draftod 
a bill prohibitin8 anyooe other Ih.D live­
"""k ""' ... to bid on rtate grn:<in~ Ieaoeo, 
The l<labo Ugis!alur. p .... d lhe bill. a!­
thollgh it w .. verood by Oov. C«il AndrlU. 

Idabo Conserval;on League lobbyill 
Melinda Hann ,uUem titallhe Idaho ' ..ell­
islature ;. "tb. Jut rtand 0{ tb. = 
""Iraction ind1.O!!ry, 1be lorat;nduotryis '"' 

IHow are we going 

directed at Earth F1nl!-type protests. mok­
m,: it I felony 10 oo.trucllb. 11..tuJ barvest 
of timber. It p .... d Ihe Houoe oo.nim"",ly 
ond iI4d ooIiy fOllr dissenting votes ., the 
Senate. Cooversel y. a bill to prote<:t the Boise 
River w .. nol iolrOOlICCd into oommittee ;. 
the House d"'pite pat>lj!. III tbe Seute. 

Idaho M;nin~ A>sociltioo ,uOl1live di_ 
recto.- lock L,.."on .. y. , "It would he lAir to 
l.bel the attil\Lde lof .tate .nd f. <JeT. 1 re",_ 
latory a.Geocies lile the Env;TOlImental Pro­
tectioo. Ageli<)' 1 .. 0 ... of gru:;ir;in!approva! 
{of resource-based ind",tries·1· .. The pri­
m.ry reason in the 'ROI and '9Os for the 
decline in miIlin, .... price related, Today, 
bowever, I think it i",'1 eIJ>anding a. fa,t .. 
;1 could bee.., .. of. .nvironmental .!li!ode>, " 
He .. yo Ib.t .llbOllih Iwo ne..- ,<>Id mine, 
are openinJ in ldabo, minio~ companie, are 
lI",rea'ingly f"""';ng on Iorei!" projects 
where the Dlln .. taoe 1 ... opposition aoo 

re!lll. ti"",. 
Still, Honn " Y', "Tber ... e 

"how w. 're loin, topreserve Idaho 
for our chil.dren and have jobs I t 
lb .... roe lime." Laverty .. yo lhat 
b;uer goal " lost in 'solving the 
deblte of Ibe rooment _ "u.in~ 

relonn or endangered .~ ..•. 

to preserve Idaho for our 
children and have iobs 

at the same time?' 

poin" of common !found and we 
nce<ilOwCO"k on lhem when we can 
... No ooe WIOto to ",t rid of lhe 
Old West. What we .... e olw"YO:laid 
;. we .... d 10 do lhese thlop re­
.pon,ibly," I~u.try repre .. nll­
tl~es .. y .1m.,.t the same Ibinj:. "W.". ne.er viewed il .. an ei­
therlor proposilion," .. yo Lyman. 

Il yOll can ~ peopl. t'¥ti>er talk· 
in!f~c< toac • • nd notthrouth the 
po-e .. )'011 hav. a better clw!ao of e"'atin~. 
cornpmmi$<. " 

Butlhere is more cootlicllb.n ",",ver .. · 
tioa iI Id.bo beu .... botb oldes otthe New 
West-Old West N.tde feel beleaguered. Na­
lioooJ environmental regulalioD, and chang-.. -

the ropes in the oourt .y.teJn on lhe federal 
level, The .tale is the last pI~"" to kl.ve 
conlrol .nd lhey're makin, h. y while the 'un 
ohm .... " She "Y" ""The bill thai hert repo-e· 
oented lhe environmental _ature" of the 
J..egisJal\lte 01 .. House Bin 728, which 0111 

"I'ro not willin! to COIlOecle thaI mininJ ian'l 
put of the New West. And minin! 0011-
ducted today ;",'t lik. minin! rooducted 70 
yea" "10, ... The challeng" fo.- \II is to 
educate the populo\ll .nd lI",t Ihe o..tUe .. " 

em.ervationisl. and induotry repre..,n· 



tativ .. did work t"lether during the b.t 
legiol.tin ..... ioo to creale a "'>Ie eodan­
&ere<! opecie. act prOilrom oimed at hadin, 
off f«leral tistins of .pecie. by proIecrin, 
their envirooment before popul.tions drop 
to critical )eve". "One thi". we can ayee 
with industry is that.,ben I opecies ;'listed, 
nobody wins," 11l1l1I1' '"ys, noti~ tbat I daho 
r1lllber industry lOObyiitl ""Hinson hd]Xd 
draft til< bill, The bill bad til< .upport of I 
ho.t of iud",try otpniza.lioo. but died un­
der~liMfrom the IdaboFilnllBurelu, 
Jim Y OSI, director oftbe butelu .u\d 11971 
BSC' ,rlduate, "Y'llio ~u...1ioo "P1"'""d 
til< bill beca_ It expanded power> of !be 
Idllbo Deportment ofF.u..md Gaote. 

StiU, lheJ:e reotaios a slepticism tbo! ou_ 
vice-b ... d economies wiJ. be unable to .up_ 
port COOUIlunitie . at the .;\_ level as re_ 
1I(Hl= ind,.trie. lIOed to 
Lyman nods ro..ard I hefty 
chunk of ';lver-II"'Y i.len l 
ore ()Cl his off.,. c<>tree table 
an<l .;\y', "'Thll'. ",eolth, 
Yoo don't Jet it by cutting 
~'. ltair so be can 
pay you "" yov. coo buy I 
bur",,,o the guy .. IIo" Oip­
ping the burser can reDt I 
video. You circulate"""",y 
tut way, but __ l!hi, cu_ 

.ted trOll! tbe Eorth. 
""The uer"lle "'''1<' to a 

miner io $35,l)X1 a l"'or," be 
IIY" "And the I veroge 
... age paid to an .vera,e 
... orke r in the toorism in­
du>try io $7fOOa year. So if 
the miDer hOI to live .... ylo 
theN"", W .. t, _ h. ve to have lour tDuri,m 
workersforevoryminer ... e putoolDhrork. " 

~RITal Idabo'. fulure lie. iD recreation­
based, amenity-based ewnom;e,," """"ten 
Pli Ford, I leadi".ldlho enVlloruoentlli,\' 
And thll win be a much more di=.md 
hellthy eoonom., if _ "On get tbcJ:e ." 8<. 
!ide',he oddl, "Ne ... i",'t good I nd Old isn't 
bad. Primlnl, It'. one of ine"o'it.>ble ties, nor 
sh0uJd5 or . bouldn'u, " Ford "'YS the Old 
W .. t-Ncw Wed fip,t is diverti". attention 
from til< re,,] "'!Ie' of oeonomie an<l en";­
ronment,,] 'IIIbililJ' ~od opportunilie. are 
boing bypasoed in the pr"""""- Fiber optic 
availabil ttywill be more imporumllO Chlliis 
thoo wh l !ever happeno to Il,"z:in~ fe .. , pre­
dict> Ford, who .. '" de<tronic"Uy Hnked 
entrepreneur, .. I vilble economic fon:e in 
the nell" future. 

Roo 11111, director of the Id.1Io Small 
Bu>ine" Development Center M BSC', 
av ... .... h th:o.t ~I_ HMI. ODd hi> 
allOO<:i.>te . have been wo<ki"i in ...,111 reo 
"""",,-domiD.ted commuDilie. tb mU8hout 
kiaho, he lping individuals establi'h De ... 
oo..i",, ___ "Prob;ibly.j() percentofthe ""'" 
venture. ood new entlepre""u," are peopI< 

... ho .re Ie • .,;", one of. the ""tun l r"""""", 
in<lustries beeou .. Ibe jobs ore bei", cut 
bock or terminated or tbey ... thai comins 
dow" the lioc," ... y. l1aJl 

H.n tltinb thlt iltrnlll., communities tlle 
traditionl l industries w;U remailt "I major 
component of the .,,,,,umy." BUI lie tlti:ttb 
iii communitieo .,;U kaye to diversify their 
eoonomic hue Md worn;, "'ThingsoregoiOt 
to ~I """"" if you're in OIIe of. tilo<e reo 
S-OI1tee iud""trie •. " Hill ..,y. 0 fibtr opti,," 
infrutruolure may indeed he more siguifi. 
OInt to ruro! oomtJIunitic. than the envito11-
mMtll debltco ove r which tbey ""'" sp;o 
Illd tllrrl ~look .t wbat ""-ppcn.ed ... hen 
they put the free .... ys in ODd the major 
chan"", in ae w.Y' communities devel· 
oped," he "y"- "Ithinkthe whole deal .,;th 
llber optics is another free .... y. If it doe.n't 

to by your .ommuruty 0< your busin .... 
you're in trouble." 

H all ""Y' tlw willin_ of .ommunitic; 
to .. ok Iltern.te indln\ri<.., and buoineue. is 
• dir<>ct rdleetion o/the community le&do",' 
openne .. _ ID Ada"", C.(lWlty, ""Y" lWl, tbe 
community Ie.den have involved Y(HXl, 
people who are """e re.pomive to chon,.,. 
AmOTl.il the ...... n bllOines. ... >tart«! in !be 
town of Council Ire I moker of cuotom 
~niv .. , quilt • .md furniture_ To the north in 
the Silver Valley, ... here minin, ..... once the 
single driving ec:onomy, IOOri"" i, belni de­
veloped. But ooIy aiter prolonged re,;"t­
once, " y' Han, where mOlly of tbe btid-<>ff 
miners bel;' ved the: mines would """'" brl. 
Ironically, one of til< burSroninS ind""tries 
in ~ Silver VIlIey tnday i. deaoing up the 
m:a:WV<! toxic.-..lduo k:[( by decades of min_ 
ing ..ud >melting. 

If the Old West i. di ... ppeann(, BSU p<>­
litical >Cienee pmf=«>< 1 ohn Freemuth aw , 

"WhIt i. the New W .. t,upp<G<d to be like? 
Denver? I hope not. WI not Sun Valley ­
iI', I ployJl'l'."'d for the tidl. Is it Bois.e? 
We're alreody worried." 

Both sid", tenerall, 4fee 1Itat there is 
room for both Old Wesl and New W .... 
businesst',buttheyrarelyagreeoo.theterms. 
But .. the urbupopuillioo boom',.ummer 
OIbin.pra,"li ••• u'int~envir""""'ntll­
im to re"""ider the 1ll1polcts of indu'trial 
tourism. Little 'UUem thot ,"ueben 0In 

...-ve the int.,... .. of enviroomeuI.list, by 
stayingin busine .. ""d kr~pinB open '1'"= 
"" "I unde"hlItd u.at tbey thin this should 
olI be the ir play~," he '"Y" of urban· 
ite;. "1beycan wOO-kinaeity foo-aneleeu-on· 
ic< firrw. aU wee.t. :md then '" out on tho 
-.,kend :md don't ... ant aD)' ..... 10 ",I in 

their "'~y." He addo that if 
t1>< roneheroore fa<eed oot of 
oo.ine .. they will .. n their 
land and their ... ater riJbto 
"an<l the backpoders won't 
like it." 

('.onve=l, ,lIOme raocItero 
are tiki", adVIIIlage 01 tho 
urban ~ toincte ... and 
divenifytheir ~ by .. U­
inB buotingprivikges:md 01-
krinS ... ildlife viewin!! tOln, 

TIle IQ.', LaVerl, '"),>, ~I 
don't thinkit' ..... e of .... nt· 
ing to kick the rElOher off, It' • 
... anting them to mon"F their 
l.nd_ I'm • fourth , ener.tioo 
I d.boon_ My uandfalher WM 
a ""Uleman, H e .. r .. about 
the land. '" there', &\ lTluch 

educarioo ",,«led OTt both . ideo of the fence. 
Conoerv.tionim. need to understand an<l 
l!oteo to people who are Ii";ns off the la.n<l, 
and vice ve"a.~ 

r... Verl, '"1' that crellini I ne", =oom, 
mu.t "be Ioclll, driven, 'lbe community hM 
10 decide its future." And while Lavert, 
artuc. the lOUing rotc; of. Iii< 19&Js ... ere 
too bigh to ho , u.t.inlbk, be ,""",I.< logging 
tocontinue in Idaho. "With Wl>hin~tonand 
o.q;on timber oomp.n;"'; outbiddiDt Jd"ho 
mill>, ... e' re lookiD, al belpin, the ""oJ. mill 
o ... ne,," pin mo<e limber rootract, by 
omeodin, biddin,re,ul.tion.,overni1lj!lhe 
$i'e of min" he '")'0. Similarly, con"'" ~ti<Hl 
I rOup,like the TeL .... nt to ban Iotexport" 
... hich ... ould keep the millin2 job, in 
Amern, 

l'eive, .. yo, "If youlookbock20-25 yeu> 
there were very fe ... people ... 110 cared obo\It 
the mllI1llgement ~ our ",rour ... , ... I !hint 
we've tot to chanse and ICCOOtmOOateelOb 
other. " He ""'"' the moot likdy arc .. of 
OO<tIpromi>e on ~ locaI.levd, MtbougIt he 
admits. "I'd ho hllld.pre<>e<i1O point out. 
.~ .tory the"', but tbey're CO!lli11j!. 
lbore '. too much .t .take." 0 
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