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ldeologies aside, Idaho is changing. The
Idaho Department of Commerce's report,
Profiie of Ruraf fdaho, notes the unmistak-
able trend; *The siale was 100 percent rural
until 1920, when the city of Boise reached &
population 0f21,393 . .. Eighieen [daho coun-
ties, all rural, saw population declines in the
1080, ... Recent population growth hasbesn
twice ay fast in urban areas.”

The repori identifies & corresponding
change in the economy: “COwer Lthe Yeirs,
service industries and trade have replaced
natural resource industries as the largast
employers in Idaho. While agricutture, tim-
ber and mining activities still play = vital role
in the state's economy, these industries oo
longer employ the large percentage of the
population they once did due to production
efficiencies and changes in the overall
economy,” the report said.

Siatesenator John Peavey, a Careyrancher
and candidate for heutenant governor, be-
lieves the challenge i3 to “preserve the bast
ofthe old and siill approach natual resource
1gs1es with 4 recognition that there are lim-
its.”

Kent Laverty, whois working for the Idahe
Conservation League on sustain-
gble economy issues, agrees. The
big question at hand, he says. is
“how we're going topreserve Idaho
for our children and heve jobs at
the same time.™ Laverty says that
bigger goal is lost in “solving the
debate of the moment — grazing
reform or endangered specics. ...
I you can get people together talk-
ing fate to face end not through the
press youl have a better chance of creating 2
compromise,”

But there is more conflict than conversa-
tion in Tdaho because both sides of the New
West-0Old West battle feel beleaguered. Na-
tional environmental regulations and chang-
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ing global ecopomics at the national level
impact the traditiopal industties in Tdaho,
where 63 percent of the land is public do-
main.
But Idaho politics retain & solidly Old
West ethic that often favors the treditionz]
industries when their interests are at stake.
For instance, when Jon Marvel, a Hailey
architect and director of the Idaho Water-
sheds Project, bid on a state lands grazing
lease early this year so he could remove
cattle from the lsnd to let it recover from
decades of grazing, (he stale povetnment
stopped him. The Idaho Land Board first
accepted his bid on the 6d40-acte parcel in
Custer County, thenvoted torescind the hid,
granting rancher Will Ingram anew 1{-year
lease. The Idaho Cattle Association and the
Idabo Woolprowers Association then drafted
a bill prohibiting anyone other than live-
stock grazers to bid on state grazing leases,
The 1daho Legislature passed the hill, al-
though it was vetoed by Gov. Cecil Andrus.
Idaho Conservation League lobbyist
Melinda Harm sugpests that the Idaho Leg-
itlature is "the last siand of the resource
extraction indusiry, The [orest industryis oo

‘How are we going
to preserve ldaho for our

children and have jobs

at the same time?’

the ropes in the court system on the federal
level, The state is the last place to have
control and they're making hay while the sun
shines.™ She says, “The bill that best repre-
sented the enviropmental nature” of the
I.egislature was House Bill 728, which was
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directed at Earth First!-iype protesis. mak-
ing it a felony to obstruct the lawful harvest
of timber. It passed the House unanimously
and had only four dissenting votes io the
Senate. Conversely, abill lo protect the Boise
River was nol introduced into commiltee in
the Houoge despite passape it the Senale,

Idgho Mining Association execolive di-
rector Jack Lyman s=ys, “It would be fair to
lzbel the attitude [of state and federal cegu-
latary agencies like the Environmentzal Pro-
tection Agency] as one of grudging approval
{of resource-based industries.j .., The pri-
mary reeson in the *80s and "Hs for the
decline in mining was price related, Today,
however, 1 think it isn’t expanding 25 fast as
itcould becavse of environmental attitudes,”
He says that although two new gold mines
are opening in Idaho, mining conpanies are
increasingly focusing on foreipn projects
where the mines face less opposition and
regtlations,

5till, Harm says, “There are
points of common ground and we
need towork on them when wecan
... M0 one wanis to get rid of the
Cld West, What we've always said
is we need to do these things re-
sponsibly.” Industry representa-
tives sey almost the same thing.
“We've never viewed it as an el
therior proposition,” says Lyman.
“T'm not willing to concede that mining isn’t
part of the Mew West. And mining con-
ducted today isn’t like mining conducted 70
years ago. ... The challenge for us is to
educate the populous 2nd fight the battles.”

Conservationists and industry represen-
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tatives did work together during the last
legislative session to create a state endan-
geted species act program aimed at heading
off federal listing of species by protecting
their environment before populations drop
to critical levels. *One thing we can apree
with industry is that when a species is listed,
nobody wins,” Harms says, noling that Idgho
Timber Lndustry lobbyist Joe Hinson helped
draft the bill. The bill had the support of a
hosi of industry organizations bul died un-
deroppasitionfrom the [daho Farm Bureau,
Jim Yost, director of the burcau and a 1971
BSU graduate, says his organizaiion opposed
the bill Because it expanded powears of the
Iduho Depariment of Fish and Game.

31ill, there remains a skepticism that ser-
vice-hased econpmies will Bz unable to sup-
port commuynities at the same level as re-
spurce indostries used to.
Lyman nods toward a hefry
chunk of silver-gray galena
ore on his office coffee table
and says, “That’s wealth.
You don't get it by cutting
someone’s hair 50 he can
pay you s0 you can buy a
burgersothe puy who's flip-
ping the burper can renl &
video. You circulate money
that way, but wealth s cre-
ated from the Earth.

“Thi average wage to a
miner is $35 (0K a year,” he
says. “And the average
wage paid to an average
worker in the tourism in-
dustry is $7,600 a year. 3o if
the mioer has to give way 1o
the New West, we have to have four tovrism
waorkers for everyminer we put outofwork.”™

“Rural Idaho's future lies in recreation-
based, amenity-based economies,” counlers
Pat Ford, g leading Tdaho environmentalist,
And that will be a much more diversc and
healthy cconomy if we can get there.” Be-
gides, e adds, “New isn't good and Old izn't
biad. Primarily It's one of inevitable ties, not
shoulds or shooldn'ts." Ford says the Old
West-New Wesl fight is diverting attention
from the real ssnes of economic and envi-
ronmental stability and opportunities are
being bypassed in the process Fiber optic
availability will be more important to Challis
than whatever happens to grazing fees, pre-
dicts Ford, who sees eleciromically linked
entreprensurs g5 8 viable economic force in
the near future.

Ron Hall, director of the Idaho Small
Business Development Center at BSU,
agrees with that assessment. Hall apd his
associates have been working in small re-
sturce-dominated communities throughout
Idaho, helping individuals establish pew
husinesses. “Probably 40 percent of the new
ventures and new entreprensurs are people

who are leaving one of the natural resource
indusiries becavse the jobs gre being cut
back or terminated or they see that coming
down the line,” says Hall

Hall thinks that in many comniunities the
traditions] indusiries will remain *a major
component of the economy.” But be thinks
all communitics will have Lo diversify their
economic base and warms, “Things are soing
to pet worse if you're in one of those re-
source indusiries.” Hall says a Ober optics
infrastructure may indeed be more signifi-
cant tor tural communibics than the snviton-
mental debatss gver which they now spin
and tur. *Look at what happened when
they put 1he freeways in and thc major
changes in the ways communities devel-
oped,” he says. “I think the wholz deal with
fiber optics is another freeway. If it doesn’t
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go by yout community or your buosiness
you're in trouble.”

Hall says the willingness of communities
to seek alternate industrics and businesses iz
adirect reflection of the community leaders’
openness. In Adams County, says Hall, the
community leaders have involved young
people who are more responsive o change.
Among the small businesszes starled in the
town of Council are 8 maker of costom
knives, quilts and furniture. To the north in
the Silver Valley, where mining was once the
single driving econony, tourism is being de-
veloped. Buot only after prolonged resist-
ance, s8ys Hall, where many of the laid-off
miiners believed the mineswould come back.
Iromically, ome of the burgeoning industries
in the Silver Valley today is cleaning upr the
massive toxcresidue lell by decades of min-
ing and smelting.

If the Old West is disappearing, B3L po-
litical seience professor John Freemuth asks,

“What is the New West supposed to be like?
Denver? 1 hope not. Tt's not Sun Yalley —
it's a playground for the rich. Is it Boisa?
We're already worried.”

Both zides penerally agree that there is
room for both Old West and Mew Wesi
businesses, but they rarely agree on the terms.
But gs the urban population booms, summer
cabin sprawlis causing some environmental-
ists to reconsider the mpacts of industrial
tourism. Litile sugpesis that ranchers can
serve the inlerests of environmentalists by
slaying inbusiness and keeping open spaces
ope,

“I understand that they think thig should
all be their playground,” be says of urban-
ites. “They can work ina city for an electron-
its firm all week and then go out on the
weekend and don't want aoy cows to get in
their way.” He adds that if
the ranchers are forced out of
businass they will sell their
land and their water rights
“and the backpackers won't
like it."

Conversely, someranchers
are taking advantage of the
urban growth 1o increase and
diversify their income by sell-
ing hunting privileges and of-
fering wildlife viewing Lours,

The ICL's Laverly says, 1
don't think it"s a case of want-
ing to kick the rancher off, It's
wanting them to manage their
land. ['m a fourth generation
Idahoan. My grandfather was
a caitleman, He cares about
the land. ... There’s as much
education needed on both sides of the fence.
Conservationists need to understand and
listen to people who are living off the land,
and vice versa,”

Laverly says that creating B new economy
mus! “be locally driven. The community has
to decide iz fulure” And while Laverly
arpucs Lhe lopging rates of the 19805 were
ton high to be sustainable, he wanis logging
to continue in Idaba., *With Washington and
Oiregon timber companies outbidding Idaho
mills, we're looking at helping the small mll
awners” pain more timber cootracts by
amending bidding regulations governing the
size of mills, he says. Similarly, conservation
groups like the TCL want to ban log exports,
which would keep the milling jobs in
America,

Peaveysays, “If youlook back 20-25 years
there were very few people who cared about
the management of oot resourees. ... I think
we've pol lo change and accommodale cach
other." He secs the most likely arcas of
compromise 0o the loeal level, although be
admits, “I'd be hard-pressed 10 poinl oul a
success story there, but they'te comimg,
There's too much at stake.™ [
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