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Gloria Steinem speaks a

BY MARIANA BEKKER
News Writer -

- The Student Union Building's
Jordan Ballroom was at full capacity
Tuesday night as an audience of both
women and men gathered to hear
Gloria Steinem speak.

Aninternationally renowned writer
and speaker, Steinem travels around
the globe as a feminist organizer and
a spokesperson on issues of equality.

Her main interests center around a
broad spectrum including the shared
origins of sex and race caste systems,
gender roles and child abuse as the
roots of violence, and non-violent
conflict resolution. .

Steinem initiated her lecture by
addressing the definition of “femi-
nism.”

Shesaiditisimportantto clearly de-
fine it because of the way people have
been dehumanizing the word in the
same way they have done to the terms
“affirmative action” and “liberal.”

According to Steinem, feminism is
the beliefin full social, economic, and
political equality in men and women.

"That means both women and men
can be and should be feminists,” she
said.

According to Steinem, to be free of
the masculine role should be as mo-
tivating for men as it is for women be-
cause men, too, are in a gender pris-
on. :
She said that men are being denied
a substantial part of their humanity
because their masculine role and ex-
pectations shun them from develop-
ing qualities and characteristics that
society deems feminine.

“Whatever it is that is being called
feminine thatis trulyhuman, men are
being deprived of. Indeed the mascu-
line role is literally killing men.”

Steinem said that along with freeing
people from gender roles, the feminist

movement is also working towards
redefining work and families.

“All productive human labor is work
and should have at least an attributed
economic value.”

When you call homemakers “wom-
en who don't work,” that is deeming
them invisible, she said.

According to Steinem, it will take

another 60 years for women and men
to be cqually paid, and 75 years for
women of color to equal white men.

“In the end, it's not about mascu-
line, feminist, or hyper-feminist, it’s
about humanity,” said Steinem.

Another problem society faces,
Steinem said, is the stigma that a sin-
gle parent family is a broken home.

According to her, the only two clear
statistics regarding a traditional fam-
ily household are: a man in the house
will most likely increase income, and
a man in the house increases vio-
lence.

Steinem had many criticisms on the
current national government'’s poli-
cies and agenda particularly on ab-
stinence-only sex education calling it
“absurd” and a “cruel joke.”

“There is more sex, not less. There
are more sexually transmitted dis-
cases, There are more unwanted
pregnancies, and there are more
abortions. This administration is in-
creasing the number of abortions,”
Steinem said.

Steinem commented on many of
Idaho's current state of affairs, in-
cluding the Taco Bell Arena contract,
also adding that she has joined forces
with Sherman Alexi in the wage battle
against the fast food chain.

“What is remarkable about Taco

Bell is how cheap they are. $17.34 a
day is all that you're [Boise State] get-
ting for selling out?”

However Steinem did applaud
Idaho legislators for quashing the gay

“At least discrimination will not be
enshrined in your state’s constitu-
tion,” she said.

Steinem concluded by urging the
audience to do some homework and
become involved in the Idaho legisla-
ture’s current bills regarding abortion
and immigration laws that she said
need to be stopped.

“The Idaho state legislature is not
going to know what hit it after this
evening.”

In the end,
it's not about
masculine,
feminist,
or hyper-
feminist,
it’s about

humanity.

- Gloria Steinem
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marriage ban last week.

BY DANIELLE VERKULP
News Uriter

The Idaho State Board of
Education approved a special
proposal on Jan. 24, and un-
like many proposals invelving
buildings and their acquisition,
the latest involves the sale of
the Langroise House, the offi-
cial residence of the Boise State
president.

The Langroise House, located
at 929 Warm Springs Ave,, is a
part of the BSU campus that is
unfamiliar to most. The tudor-
style house boasts 5,400 square
feet, complete with two chim-
neys, diamond-shaped stained
glass windows, and an ivy-cov-
ered brick exterior. The interior

. of the manor has an elevator

The Langroise House located on Warm Springs Ave.

chair and servants’ quarters.
The house was willed to the
university in 1977 by well-
known Northwest philanthro-
pist William H. Langroise and

- his wife Gladys. Mrs. Langroise

continued to live in the manor
until her death in 2000, at which
point the manor became the
property of BSU and the resi-
dence of then-university presi-
dent Chatles Ruch. Ruch resid-
ed in the house during his term,
but it has remained vacant since
his retirement in the summer of
2003.

The house’s vacancy came

mto question last year when an -

ASBSU senator drafted a resolu-
tion requesting itbe used or sold

by Dec. 31, 2004. According to .

the resolution, faintenance of
the empty manor costs BSU stu-

FHUTO BY MARY DAWSON /THE ARBITER

dents an approximate $80,000

each year.
In a letter responding to the
resolution, President Robert

Kustra wrote that the house is
lacking in many modern ame-
nities and any renovation at-
tempts would be a costly en-
deavor. In order to make the
residence “useful” for the uni-
- versity, $500,000 to $1 million
would be reqmred
The house is only permitted
-to be sold for a value equal to or
more than its appraised value
of $1.25 million. Proceeds from
the sale will be used to create
newly endowed scholarships.
The sale of the Langroise House
will make BSU the only univer-

sity in the state absent of a pres-

ldem s house )

Iks, she talks, she’s a feminist...
otate

Gloria Steinmen signs bnuks after her speech on Tuesday mghl in the Jnrdan Ballrcom.
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BY RANDALL POST
Resistant News Editar:

Looking for a way to live on
campus with other students in
your field of study? Perhaps sign-
ing up to live in one of the seven
new residential colleges that
open up next fall will satiate your
appetite.

Students will be able to live

with other students and a faculty
member related 'to their major.
_The Faculty in Residence (FIR)
will organize themed dinner
discussions, community service
projects and visiting lecturers.

Rob Anson and his wife Cindy
are the FIR’s at the College of
Business and Economtics (COBE)
Residential College. Anson said,

colleges modeled after

thié year the COBE Residemiaj :
College was used as the proto- -

type for next fall’s launch. -
Anson, who-is a professor of

computer information systems,-

said Boise State is trying.to ap-
peal to the non- -traditional stu-
dent who commutes to school,

so they can get a fceling for'the

university.
- “We're trying to help people
bring together their living expe-
rience with their learning expe-
rience,” Anson said. Boise State
wants to accomplish this by in-
creasing the number of students
who live on campus, Anson said.
Anson says informal interac-
tion with students is just one of
the advantages of being a FIR.

“Students can drop by and the-

studeht‘s getto know me and any
inhibitions -about” ‘well*I don’t

*" knownwhat todo here. They can

justknock on my door.”

This yearAnsons student resi-
dents. are” opening.up a coffee.
shop in the front lobby of Keiser

.. Hall.-The COBE 4.0 Café was

funded with -a $4,000 startup-

“ Yoan ‘and will be' operated and

maintzined by the COBE student
residence.

The students are doing all the :

work for the café, all the market-
ing research, the business plan-
ning, working with the health

" department and financiers.

Student Housing is call-’
ing the Residential Colleges
a “bridge between living and
learning.” Housing is modeling

See College [page 3]

Survey: Many grads of high

school say

8¥ DALE uszzncnPPn”
Knight Ridder Kewspepers

Nearly four in 10 high school
graduates say they were not pre- -
pared adequately for the de-
mands of college or work, accord-
ing to a new survey.

College instructors say that 42
percent of their students have
large skills gaps, while 39 per- .
cent of employers say high school
graduates who went straight to

thav
CLAN ]
work are not prepared for their
current jobs.
Only 26 percent of the students
who went on to college and one-
fifth of those'who went to work

say that they felt challenged and -

fated with high academic expec-
tations in high school. Sixty-five
percent of the college students
and 77 percent of those who did
not go to college said they would
have worked harder if the expec-
tations had been greater.
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The poll of 1,487 recent stu¥ o

dents, 300 college professors and’
400 employers was conducted
for .Achieve Inc., a bipartisan,
nonprofit organization of gov-
ernment and business leaders
focused on increasing academic
standards. The group is cospon-

soring a summit on high- school -

reform at the end of the month
in Washington with the National.

GOVEITIOI‘S Assocxatlon The sur- -

vey was conducted by Petex Hart
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Al-Sistani to have
detailed involvement in
Iraq’s political process

BAGHDAD, Iraq - The main parties of
a cleric-led political ticket set to sweep
elections in Iraq are planning to vet
their prime minister candidates with
the nation's top Shiite Muslim cleric.

And the cleric, Grand Ayatollah Alial-
Sistani, will oversee the drafting of the
constitution if he is unhappy with the
direction it is taking, a lead al-Sistani
spokesman, Murtadha al Kashmiri, said
Sunday.

While the general effect of al-Sistani’s
words and wishes on the political pro-
cess has been widely understood, it was
his insistence on elections that set the
timetable for them in the first place,
such alevel of detailed involvement had
not previously been publicly acknowl-
edged. '

Many in Iraq are growing worried that
the sectarian rift between Shiites and
the minority Sunni Muslim population
may widen to the point that it causes
massive unrest. And the increasing calls
for Islamic-based rule in Iraq stand to
disrupt, if not derail, U.S. plans for secu-
lar democratic rule. v

Al-Sistani's representatives have said
that he has no interest in thé political
process, but many in the Sunni com-
munity suspect the Iranian-born cleric
of having the ultimate goal of installing
a theocratic government or, at the least,
one in which major political decisions
are guided by the religious direction of
men such as him.

Israeli, Palestinian
leaders vow to end
violence

SHARM EL SHEIK, Egypt - Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas
pledged Tuesday to end four years of
fighting between their peoples and
promised to meet again to resolve

. outstanding issues that have brought

Israelis and Palestinians into conflict
repeatedly: ;

The sweeping declarations by each
leader to end attacks fell short of a for-
mal truce, and the summit at this Red
Sea resort produced no joint state-
ment or signed document. Still the two

10. 2005

said their pledges offered Israelis 'and.

Palestinians a real chance at peace and -

the fact that they met at all opened the
possibility - however remote or difficult
- that serious negotiations could follow.

The two leaders’ pledges to halt at-
tacks were explicit.,

“We have agreed on halting all vio-
lent actions against Palestinians and
Israelis wherever they are,” Abbas said.
Sharon made a similar pledge, agreeing
to “cease all its military activity against
all Palestinians everywhere,” easing his
government's long-standing demand
that a Palestinian cease-fire precede a
halt in Israeli military action. -

Despite the promise of peace, a som-
ber atmosphere pervaded the meeting,
at which the two leaders read their clos-
ing statements without expression. Not
participating in the summit but impor-
tant players in any possible peace were
the Islamic militant groups - including
Hamas, Islamic Jihad and the al Agsa
Martyrs’ Brigades - that are principal-
ly responsible for the many attacks on
Israelis over the past four years, and
over which Abbas has little control.

national

Budget features steep
increases and cuts

WASHINGTON - President Bush’s
2006 budgetisafiscal roller coaster, with
steep raises for some federal programs
and sharp drops for others. Here's alook
at some of the more dramatic elements:

Agriculture. Slashed  Agriculture
Department spending 9.6 percent, 1o
$19.4 billion, cutting payments to farm-
ers by 5 percent, largely by lowering the
annual ceiling on payments to $250,000
from $360,000.

Defense. Increase the Defense
Department budget by 4.5 percent, to
$419.3 billion.

Transportation. Cut the
Transportation Department budget by 1
percent, to $57.5 billion, partly by elimi-
nating subsidies to Amtrak, the nation’s
passenger-rail carrier. Amtrak received
$1.2 billion this year.

Medicaid. Trim Medicaid spending
by $45 billion over 10 years, mainly by
tightening payments to state govern-
ments, which already are howling at the
budget strain from Medicaid.

Education. Reduce the Education

world BERNEN national N

Departmentbudget 1 percent, t0$56 bil-
lion, cutting $2 billion from high school
‘programs such as Upward Bound and

Gear Up, which help low-income stu-

dents and their families prepare for col-
lege, and trimming $355 million from
grants for the safe and drug-free school
programs. Increase Pell grant funding
by 48 percent, to nearly $18 billion, and

spend $2 biltion on math and science .

partnerships and advance-placement
tests to help struggling high school stu-
dents. g -

U.S. military still
transforming itself for
distant battles

WASHINGTON ~ When he was a pres-
idential candidate in 1999, President
Bush vowed during a speech at South
Carolina's Citadel military academy that
he would “skip a generation of technol-
ogy” to create armed forces that would
leave the United States without rival in
the 21st century.

“The bestwayto keep the peace,” Bush
said, “is to define war on our terms.”

That was before al-Qaida terrorists
shattered the peace on Sept. 11, 2001,
and redefined war on their terms. The
Bush administration counterattacked
in Afghanistan and found itself battling
insurgents in Iraq, but the administra-
tion and the Congress have continued
to transform the military not to fight
such unconventional wars, but for an
old-fashioned showdown with a major

* power such as China or Russia.

In other words, the military is still
transforming itself to fight the war it
wants, not the wars it's got. It's con-
tinuing to invest in multimillion-dollar
stealth aircraft and new nuclear weap-
ons research. The ballistic missile de-
fense program receives more funding
than any other weapons system: The
Bush administration plans to request
about $9 billion for it in the next bud-
get. ‘

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and
the shadowy “Global War on Terrorism,”
however, suggest that what the military
needs most are more and better trained
troops, better armor and much better
intelligence.

 Crash raises questions
-on plane’s past
'HACKENSACK, NJ. - Two aging cor-

porate jets off the same production line,
carrying an identical load of passengers

_and equipped with similar engines,

have aborted takeoffs on Runway 6/24
at Teterboro Airportin New]Je
past 14 months, B

The Canadair CL-600 Challengers

skidded off opposite ends of the same
. runway - the latest and more serious

incident coming last Wednesday morn-
ing when a chartered flight to Chicago
careened through a perimeter fence,
across morning traffic on Route 46 and
into a warehouse. Twenty people were
injured, one critically.

The deadliest accident involving a

first-generation Challenger occurred -

in Hailey, Idaho on Jan. 3, 1983. Two

people died when a CL-600 slammed -

into the side of a mountain ridge while
attempting to land. NTSB investigators
found that the pilot might have been
having heart problems during the flight
and attempted a visual approach de-
spite cloudy conditions that obscured
the mountain ridge.

The earlier accident at Teterboro oc-
curred on Dec. 13, 2003, when a Las
Vegas-bound CL-600 aborted its take-
off, skidded off the end of the tarmac
and got stuck in mud 75 feet from the
south end of Runway 6/24. None of the
passengers or crew members onboard
were injured.

NTSB investigators concluded that
during the plane’s acceleration roll, the
pilot aborted the takeoff when he could
not get the nose off the ground. In their
final report, investigators said the jet
was overweight and questioned why

* the flight crew chose to take off from

6/24 - at 6,013 feet, the shorter of the two
runways at Teterboro. They also cited

the pilots for failing to provide written

evidence that they had calculated the
plane’s weight and balance before tak-
ing off with a full tank of fuel.

His passing won't be
mourned

A man attempting to rob a store in
Camden, N.J., grabbed the owner's wife

* pulled out a gun and said he’d let the
- guy go if he released his wife. The guy

rseyinthe
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and held her at gunpoint. The owner

refused, so the owner shot him in the
head, killing hird instantly. v

They did aDNA test on the dead man,
and, in a delightful development, found
that he was the man who had raped
three women over the previous two
months.

Perfectly reasonable
requests

Awoman who worked at a kebab shop
in Wellington, New Zealand, was, she
said, repeatedly harassed and belittled
in front of others by her boss, lihan
Ramadan. Then, he asked her out. She
refused, He asked her to marry a friend
of his. She also refused to do this. So he
fired her.

The company was crdered to pay her
$15,000.

Oh yes, we think she’s
very cool '

A 40-year-old Colorado woman held
weekly parties for high school boys in
which she supplied them with drugs
and alcohel. Police said she also had
sexual relations with five of the lads.

She told a police detective She just
wanted to be “a coot mom.”

Ok now, where was 12

‘A Toronto man, whose 9-year-old son
was benched by his hockey coach for
missing practices, responded by heck-
ling the coach during a game and then
reaching over the Plexiglas that separat-
ed the team from the fans and choking
him into unconsciousness..

The game resumed after the father
was arrested and the coach came to.

Look here, I really need
that gun!

A convicted felon left his loaded, un-
registered gun in a hotel bar in Ann
Arbor, Mich. Though possessing such

" a weapon was, for him, distinctly ille-

gal, he went back and demanded that
it be returned to him. The police were
called. '
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BY LIZ HUERTR HALE
News Writer

/

Physics  professor  Dewey
Dykstra recently returned from
teaching a three-week work-
shop for exiled Tibetan monks in
Dehra Dun, India. Dykstra was
one of about five professors cho-
sen to participate in the Science
for Monks project, a workshop
requested by His Holiness Dalai

Lama. Dykstra said his opportu-

nity to travel to India came after a
colleague recommended him.
Dykstra worked alongside
co-leader Andy Johnson, assis-
tant professor of physics and as-

WEDNESDAY

Buise State physics professor Dewey Dykstra wth Tibetan studems.

Dykstra instructs
jonks on science,

sociate director of the Center
for the Advancement of Math
and Science Education at Black
Hills State University. The work-
shop took place at the Tibetan
Children’s Village School for
Gifted Students.

About 50 Buddhist monks, allin
their late 20s to early 40s, attend-
ed the workshops focusing on
scientific knowledge and meth-
ads. The monks were exposed
to Western science and learned
about the physics of optics and
light. Due to some of the monks’
limited English, Dykstra and
Johnson worked with translators
to convert the Western texts into

the Tibetan language.

Academic excellence is very im-
portant to the Buddhist monks,
who spend an average of 18 to 20
years studying Buddhist manu-
scripts. At about their 18th year
of study, the monks participate in
debate contests in order to earn
a title, similar to a doctorate de-
gree. In the Science for Monks
workshop, monks study subjects
like astronomy, genetics, math-
ematics, and physics in order to
advance their knowledge and
gain a better understanding of
the world.

According to Dykstra, there
were a few differences in how the

THURSDAY
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monksview the world versus how
the'West sees it. ’

“To the monks, black and dark-
ness are considered colors, where-
as we don't even consider their
existence. To us, someone blind
doesn't see at all, but the monks
believe that the blind person sees
total darkness instead.” Dykstra
considers the monks’ response
to the material very similar to the
responses he sces in students at
BSU.

From his journey. to India,
Dykstra returned with a better
understanding about the life and
culture of the Tibetan monastic
scholars.

COI lege [from: page 1]

the Residential Colleges after
Oxford, Cambridge and several
American universities.

Some of the houses opening
next year include: The Honors
RC, which is open to all majors
and will be located in Driscoll
Hall. The COBE RC is open for
students motivated in business
and will live on the third floor of
Taylor Hall. The Health Services
RC is open to students with
health-related majors and stu-

dents will live in Morrison Hall.
The Music RC is open to music
majors and residents will live in
Towers Hall.

To find out more and how to
apply go to http://housing.bois-
estate.edu/rc.

Anson said in order for stu-
dents to complete the process to
get into the COBE RC, students
will have to write an essay, send
in transcripts and turn in a letter
of recommendation.

SUrvey ...

Research Associates, Inc., and
Public Opinion Strategies.

“There are alarming gaps be-
tween what young people know
and need to know to succeed,”
said Michael Cohen, president
of Achieve. “A sizable minority
say they're not adequately pre-
pared for the work they must do,
whether in college or the work-
place, and employers and college
professors largely agree.”

Only 14 percent of college stu-
dents said ‘they felt adequately
prepared in all skills areas ad-
dressed: oral communications,
science, math, ability to do re-
search, and quality of writing.

Even among those students
who felt adequately prepared, 31
percent took at least one reme-
dial course in college. Among
those who did not feel prepared,
46 percent took at least one reme-
dial course.

“This should be a real wake-
up call for governors across the
country” Ohio Gov. Bob Taft

said in a briefing last week. “We
all have to do more to assure our
states’ graduates are better pre-
pared for success. We are ralsmg
the bar for gradualron, but we're
not going far enough.”

Nearly half of the non-col-
lege students said that they had
received no preparation for the
work habits expected of them in
the job market and 45 percent
said they didn't have adequate
computer skills. _.

The jobs of the future in such
fields as biotechnology and ge-
netic engineering “require in-
terdisciplinary knowledge, ad-

vanced math and science skills,
and the ability to write, analyze,
interpret and communicate ef-

fectively,” said Art Ryan, chair- -

man and CEO of Prudential
Financial and Achieve cochair.
The high schools designed at
the height of the manufacturing
economy “have not kept pace.
This is as important an agenda
for state leaders as there is.”
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Real focus needed on

postpartu

BY JANE EISNER
Knight Ridder Newspepers

Mine Ener was ‘a respected
professor at Villanova University
until a ferocious bout of postpar-
tum psychosis led her in 2003 to
kill her infant daughter, who was
born with Down syndrome, and,
later, herself.

Grappling with how to memo-
rialize Ener, the university this
week decided to remove arecently
hung plaque from a library study
area and, instead, host a sympo-
sium to educate the public on the

.mental illness that led to these

tragic deaths.

I hope the U.S. Congress will be
invited.

That’s because, for years now,
the Republican-controlled U.S.
House has delayed action on
the Melanie  Blocker-Stokes
Postpartum Depression Research
and Care Act, named for another
young mother who killed her-
self in 2001 after the birth of her
daughter. It’s hard to understand
who could be against legislation
to fund research on postpartum
depression and psychosis, and
provide services for the families
devastated by these related, but
poorly understood, diseases.

But then, it's hard to under-
stand the mind-set in Congress
these days.

The Blocker-Stokes Act lan-
guished in committee until con-
gressional leadership finally
made it the subject of a hearing
last September. It wasn't, howev-
er, the only subject. '

Against the wishes of the spon-
sor, U.S. Rep. Bobby Rush, D-Iii,
included in the hearing was dis-

cussion of another bill, on “post-
abortion depression.” I put those
words in quotes because there’s
actually no scientific agreement
that such a syndrome exists, and
certainly no indication that it af-
fects asmanywomen and families
as depression after childbirth.

Both bills went nowhere after
the public hearing. Rush intends
to reintroduce the Blocker-Stokes
Act next week, but he is sud-
denly having trouble getting any
Republicans to sign on as cospon-
sors. Yesterday his office reported
only three brave souls fromacross
the aisle were willing to put their
names on legislation that could
save thousands of lives. ‘

I guess it wasn't pro-life enough
for them.

So, let’s review: The connection
between childbirth and psychi-
atric illness has been recognized
since Hippocrates described it
more than 2,000 years ago, but
it is still too often cavalierly dis-
missed. As proof, just consider the
inane comments made last week
by radio show host Craig Carton
to New Jersey acting Gov. Richard
]. Codey, who dared defend his
wife, a sufferer of postpartum de-
pression,

Mary Jo Codey has been brave
enough to acknowledge a kind of
depression that afflicts about one
in five new mothers. Much, much
rarer is the extreme postpartum
psychosis of Ener and Blocker-
Stokes, which affects about 1 in
1,000 women who give birth.

Unfortunately, congressional
leaders chose to conflate that real
and present danger with the, so
far, unproven assumption that
abortion causes widespread de-

depression

pression. Even C. Everett Koop,
when he was President Reagan’s
surgeon general (and personally
opposed to abortion), concluded
after an exhaustive study that
the psychological effects of abor-
tion are minuscule from a public
health perspective.

That didn’t stop U.S. Rep. Joe
Pitts, R-Pa., from introducing leg-
islation last June to provide $15
million in research and $1.5 mil-
lion in treatment for a condition
for which there is, at best, very
weak evidence.

But postpartum depression -
and its extreme expression in psy-
chosis - is real, and devastating.
It affects not just the mother, but
also the family she has created
and, tragically, sometimes leaves

behind. Itis anillness that, to bor- -

row the words of Melanie Blocker-
Stokes’ mother in her courageous
testimony before Congress, “kind
of creeps up on the new mommy
before anybody really knows what
has happened to her.” _

Melanie Blocker-Stokes' hus-
band, a physician, could not rec-
ognize the severity of his wife's
symptoms,  Obviously, there
needs to be widespread public
education, access to treatment,
and creation of safe havens for
mothers atrisk to themselves and
others.
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Why need ASBSU?

As a former ASBSU Senator, I know how cum-
‘bersome and difficult the job is. However, I also
now know how ineffective ASBSU.is because of
the silly politics that occur. There is more back-
stabbing and name calling going on than thereis .

actual work getting done.

Email the budget to every student so that we can all
see it and cast our vote on what we want to see hap-
pen. Stop blaming the student body for poor leader-
ship and poor morale in your offices. We don't have

Matt Peterson

. Itseemsthatinthe pastwe needed studentrep-

resentation because all we had were telephones
and snail mail. Now, with the Internet, every stu-
dent can vote on every issue if they so desire. Why
don’t we stop screwing around with turn over in
ASBSU and just give the vote to every student at
Boise State. This would stop the lame accusations
bythestudentbody president and hisbuddies that
it's the students’ fault for not getting involved. He
wouldn’t be able to cover up poor decision mak-
ing by blaming turn over in ASBSU.

time to mess around with a bunch of meetings to
figure out what color of shirts we should buy for next
semester. We do however have time to cast a vote on
whether we think budget increases are merited.

BY THE RRBITER EDITORIAL
~BORAD

With election packets duc on
Feb. 16 for ASBSU candidates,
campaigning will scon be pick-
ing up steam for the elections in
March. If history holds true, the
message most candidates will
tout is lowering fees and pledging
to attack the state for more dough.
This idea has become the clichéd
"no new taxes” buzzword for stu-
dent government candidates.

However, this message is little
more than a well-intentioned
promise that has never material-
ized.Itis not that candidates don’t
try to accomplish this, but rather
they find themselves a David go-
ing against the Goliath that is the
cash-strapped state legislature.
The failures of these campaign
promises are not a product of a
lack of effort; they are a product
of ineffectual tactics. Traditional
lobbying at the state level on be-

half of student concerns has done
little or nothing to stem the rising
costs of attending college in this
state. :

As we have seen through the
years, student government con-
cerns have gone through one ear
and out the ass of the state legis-
lature. The ASBSU president and
senate can do little more than at-
tempttoinfluencethefundingde-
cisions on a macro scale: Though
they do have direct influence on
how student fees are spent on a
micro scale, much of the problem
stems from state funding woes. As
we will likely see when the issue
of tuition comes up in the state
legislature, the concerns of our
student government will likely
garner no more than a polite nod.

Candidates need torealize what
they are up against when they
make the promise to tackle this
important issue. If they offer a
plan of action that relies solely on
lobbying, then they likely cannot

ASBSU candidates’
“clichéd promises not
- good enough

follow through with their cam-
paign claims. Candidates need
to look at alternative methods of
influence to put more pressure
on lawmakers. Lobbying has not
provided this pressure.

When ASBSU campaigns be-
gin, the only candidates that will
potentially be able to-deliver on
these claims will be the ones that
realize new methods are needed.
If candidates can’t offer a valid so-
lution to this problem, then they
have no right to make such prom-
ises. As voters, students should re-
alize the impact the state legisla-
ture has on their academic career,
and endorse ASBSU candidates
that have real plans for change.

The Arbiter Editorial Board con-
sists of the Opinion Editor, Culture
Editor, Assistant News Editor, Copy
Editor, Managing Editor, and the
Editor-In-Chief. y
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Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service

The First Amendment is a mus-
cle that must be used, or it will
become flabby. A survey of high
school students by the John S.
and James L. Knight Foundation
reveals a frail Constitution: Kids
are weak in knowledge of their
rights.

-73 percent said they didn’t
know how they felt about the First
Amendment or took freedom of
speech and the press for granted.

-More than a third (35 percent)
thoughtthat the First Amendment
goes too far in protecting rights.

-One in six students indicated
that people shouldn't be allowed
to express unpopular opinions.

-Only half said newspapers
should be allowed to publish free-
ly without government approval
of stories. -

The apathy is alarming. Those
who don't understand the First

Amendment are certainly less in-
clined to exercise it, and they’ll
be less skeptical ahd more easily
conned by government officials
who want to twist and limit it.

Ignorance is not kids’ fault.
Unawareness starts at home.
Parents’ understanding of the
First Amendment isn’'t much
better. Even in the best of times,
three out of 10 adults believe that
the First Amendment goes too far.
That belief jumped to half in the
months after Sept. 11. Talk-show
hosts like Rush Limbaugh make
good money assailing the cred-
ibility of mainstream journalists
and of anybody who disagrees
with him.

In school, First Amendment-
rich electives are getting left be-
hindintherace toraise test scores
in math and English. California
requires three courses in social
studies, including a semester
course in American government

or you risk losing it

and civics. But often, the focus
is on specific information found
on state history and social stud-
ies tests, not on broad concepts.
Schools need to convene more
discussions of controversial is-
sues and to promote civic involve-
ment outside of class.

The Knight survey of 100,000
students in 544 high schools
found a clear correlation be-
tween knowledge of the First
Amendment and participation
in a school radio station or news-
paper. One-quarter of schools no
longer publish papers, and many
of those that have dropped them
are in poor communities.

The exhilaration that Iragis felt
in voting for the first time should
remind Americans of rights they
often don’t appreciate. An atro-
phying First Amendment is harm-
ful to the nation’s civic health,
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