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A special issue on

Discrimination against the Indian

by Oliver Smith

Many people past and present have written about the
wrongs inflicted upon them by the American Indian.
Perhaps a few of them feel justified in calling the American
Indian ""Savages’. It is possible that a relative was killed in

an ill-titled Indian massacre. Stmllarly the author may be a,

descendant of a soldier killed in the Battle of the Littla Big
Horn, On whatever their feelings are based, no race of
people in the history of the United States havo suffered
the mental and physical pains of legalized discrimination as

the American Indian...

.The history of the United States Government
relations with the American Indian has been a record of
broken treatigs, and unfulfilled promises, A record of

discriminatory practices and outright theft of Indian land.

Many years of abuse and pushing the American Indians
onto reservations where they wore subjected to horrors
that no living white man can imagine. The American
Indian has survived the squalid conditions of reservation
lifa and have earned the admiration of ALL societies...

v

the American Indian



Smallpox kills many

by Michae! D. Smith

...The epidemic of 1801 to 1803 brought the greatest
number of deaths to the Indians. Lewis and Clark in their
journals report the effects of this epidemic. Clark noted in
his journal that a village (near present Sioux City, lowa)
had the disease three to four years earlier. The village was
burned and the women and children had been put to death
so they would all go to some better country together.

The Gros Venture tribe was almost completely wiped
out during this epidemic. The Indians of the Pacific
Northwest were infected from one tribe to the next. The
disease follows like a chain here. The Crow first contacted
the virus, and it spread to the Flathead. The Flathead.in an
attempt to flee, spread it to the Semte’use and the
Pend'Oreilles. They spread it to the Kallisple and the
Spokane. The disease finally died out among the Colville
and Sahish. During the epidemic the Spokane suffered the
worst. The whole tribe was infected, and few escaped
death.... .

Culture, history
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Legal definitions of Indians

by Victoria N Barloaw

A ditficulty o cdaiating e
child s vxplaiming ta e we gty
Obviously one: connat tea b ot b
spend thar mis gl one Loy s ot ot
singing and daning and weeanizeg b

is no legal defuntion ot an Acern et
though
several atternpts fave b oo Ly g

governmental and tnbal Guthortess by ety
exactly who s an dndin and e, e T
Bureau of the Census state, that s o o, o
individual who possicss abt bt e boarn
Indian blood and 15 earollad ooy tribal e or
who is considered an Indian by thoe o e
community. The Bureau of Indon Atiar,
includes on its ralls only thow whe are et
to its services and thew service,s and roll, cbs
frequently with chang:s in poliy  Tecantoa
matters more, an individ-al can b consedenad an
Indian for some purposs snd oo edon for
others.

How then does a parent explain b b, inddiogn
child what an Indian 157 Noy stereot yga-d s tere
can be presented . It 1S ry o b e Lt
that an Indian is an individoa) Just ke dnyg other
man. "An Indian 15 an added whaieh g Gt g
has of himsetf, And st 5 o omortdd whey for ot
accounts for the way i b b fo: foy 1 1 oty
men and to the world i gener g for gyl

Dating
employed

by J. Keith dohnoon

Slowly  hias  cpenulinion  abiongt the fir .1
imhabitants  of  the MNew  Warld yoedded 1,
scientific  dating  methods. Dendro-crona! v
radio carbon anstysis (C14) Gbadin hydeaten
and other dating method, were developed i
forty years agn, Ui agr of atthanont, i
America had only 1 rety oo qucalition oty
European unmigrant, biean booh H Ty thae Bh
and other tustoricat antecedat, tor gnoe 1 of
this new race Later, whoti die overne, bt
carly man woere mado i e O PPISIAS BRI
students of antignty Compared e daten ot e
New and Old World, but e findineg, e
refuted untit the decovery ot Fotbom, Mo
Mexico, in 1926, of srtifact, in oo ation with
extinct Pleistorene mamimal;

J

can ettt et definalion o U An
teoob dndun disepr sy
trve B thands of bt as an Indres o I8
sty thanks of s todin 7 The
et e bepder Clyde Wartins reaglized ot 15

Pty ot dndans uoder one
O bdan oy not [HER RN ST
He Cbechieynd at” sontemgorary,
oty el demceratic brsdusa Loy
; wobee anby trom today™s dnden
Troe Irofigs L educatnd gnd g
ST N B cLLnding of tear peopts
yod traar e Sooways, Thaey mest devdope: g
ottt gk e ones selt o and one's e
Uernaghoa trae dredrin phulorophy geared g
ciadern i,

Modoc War
destroyed

oy Jubian Porry

Fheoctiny of e Lo, War 15 the staty of 4l
s Pt TEsethae ot Tnedoyn wears weith thiz bt
M e e tenth centary, Al of thee,:
Fediin it underament o dintruction of trer
vpeadd cantoans g rehigiogs behets throg
LAttty wath owtate trgders gned es g,
Thes firt contg 1, :
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¥
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veete tna gy ol ayved by devintiting epidenics
Gl wtute man’s diseaas, sih as smatlpox. By the
Dne e settler and gold hanter arnived, U
Iedion wigy aloeady trugihing for hes culturdd
oatid e wsudd be struggling for e
phscal eastnoe . The Modocs tought g hopsbe o
Latthe o thaar Lind aned Libierty  angnmst an
vedu il s of waeral mulhang of people. In
o teaniton, aradd by the Usiitidd States
Aty e nnnbyer of ey hodps counted, aned
Morammonnt ot entery gaed, the Modos VW oar
wad, e et g vear an pre-Vietniun
Uit St s bastary And for weiiat? Perbagy the
Lot stternent e, from Maor 1 G Trmhle,
S A ted i e nrggale

AL e What? To dove g cougste of hundned
rinerable Gbhongines fromo g desolate natural
Setter s the wnbderpe that g few thrving
et it tanch thesr waild steers an g

i ol eolated Coantry, the dimeensions of
e cesral teonabbe gzod countu

e
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Indian history

seventy-one students particinated in
THE INDIAN IN AMERICAN HISTORY
course on  the B.S.C. camnus this
semester, The class examined the Indian’s
role an America's development and the
impact of white socioty on Indian culture.
The development of United States Indian
Policy, including the reservation systemn,
land poticy, termination, and the current

Indian dilemma,  was investigated.
Members of the class assisted in the
planiing  and sponsoring of the very
wecesitul o American Indian Institute,

March 27 29, 1972 Class mombers also
peepared inidvidual term papers on topics
of their choice: Some of the papers, and
exeerptys from others, are presented in this
Supptement, which was made possiblo by
the generosity of Cditor Phil Yerhy, the
Atbiter Sttt and Dr. Gerald Reed, Office
of Special Projects. Next  fall, THE
INDIAN IN AME RICAN HISTORY will
l;u' tepeated,  and INDIAN HISTORY
SINCE 1934 will be offered in the spring,
1973

PK. Ourada

Associate Profossor

I)vp.Au(‘mnm of History
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Jefferson’s Indian policy

by Mary Linda Jordan
..By the time Thomas J{fbreon assumed the
presidency in 1801, the situation was rapidly

““changing. Settlers were overrunning land already

cbhtained from the Indians und calling for new
assions Jefferson soon discovered  that as
president, he had 1o reconcite s ideals with the
necessity of American interest. To Jefferson the
Indians were not anfencr savagis deserving 1o
change betore o supenor people, Since the U.S.

had achievid both avilizgtion and freedom, and
the tndiang, whom he believed 1o be the intrinsic
equal of the white man, were now o be given the
opportunity  of progressing from ther savsge
state to the far supenor state of American
awvilization, He argued tune and time ggain that if
the Indiins would give up their hunting ways and
accept the agniculturat ways of the Amernicans
they cauld be sheorbed, to  their infinite
advantoge  wittun the  Amencan population.
Jefferson was contident that American expansion

could be carried out with justice toward the
indian. °

In 1786 Jefferson had said, “It may be taken
for a certainty that not a foot land will ever be
taken from the Indians without their own
consent.” At the same time, he mentioned that
though purchases would not be made every year,
they would be made " at distant intervals as our
settiernents are extended.” On another occasion
in the summe f 1786, he told Benjamin
Hawkins, Agen . the Creeks, that”. the two
principles on v ach our conduct toward the
indians should be founded are justice and fear,
after the” injuries we have done them. they
cannot ave us, which leaves us no alternative but
that of fear to Feep them from attacking us. But
justice 15 what we should never lose sight of, and
in time 1t may recover their esteem ™ But
Jefterson was sble to support the mulitary
expeditions of the 1870's without any qualms,
and he viewed them as an effective method of
enforcing American policy....

Wovoka called
Indian Messiah

by Maureen Silliker

. Wovoka's words soared among the western Indians on
wings of hope. Various tribes sent investigators and
delegates to learn of his teachings, and many were given
the sacred dance and initiated into the mysteries of the
belief. All of the tnibes during the last 25 years of the 19th
Century had been somewhat. exposed to the Christian
rehgion. Many of them related Wovoka to the Christ of

-whom they had heard. In their eyes the white man had not

followed his Bible, and Christ had returned to His Chosen
People, the indians. To scores of thousands Wovoka
became the true Son of God, their Indian Messiah. Wovoka
never faltered from his stand; do no harm to anyone, and
don't fight, do what is right, and you will be delivered. The
beliefs of this movement were broken into fragments too
numerous to count, as each tribe saw the teachings of their
Messiah with a different stant, and worked his teachings
into therr own culture. Basically, however, they revolved
around a few central thoughts; the whole indian race was
1o be brought together on a new earth, which would slide
over the old, burying the white man and his civilization
ander it The Indian dead would rise from their graves,
driving the butfalo herds_before them to o land now
teemning with game. There would be no disease, no death,
the regenerated earth would provide for the indians m
their return to their native hife...

Dream cult explored

by Thomas Thorpe _
The Dreamer could predict death as the coyote would

how!l, doomimg  some particular  villager. He  could
communicate with  the crow and disclose where deer
grazed and bedded down to sleep. Ho could predict the
st day that the salmon would come surging up the river
on thoir spawning route and where the 1Au:;t jey rgmtr;
could be found as spring came, Such spinit-power abihity
the people understood; but when the Dreamer corredtly
foretold that earthquakes would shake the region, or thit
the sun o tull moon were 1o be darkened -that win
Lomething  the people fooked upon as o strong powet
pn:.w:.';ud'nnly by the prophet.

(Wanapum Folktore) ‘ ‘ ‘

Smowhaky, however, was nol chiof, nor did he clam
1o bt ane. Hewas what the \’V‘nmpum{: called a y;lll?(il\wl(;l
toader and spitaal advisor) and this s where the Dream
Cutt had s boginnings, Seaking a vision, he went alone to
the solomn hills quesiing for quar dian powuor, He wandured
westward from the Columbia River to a mountin hgnn
whose top he could took -down upon qH the sartounding
conntry. The tndians called the mountam Fal ocand it was

sacred,

pecialized crops developed

by James M. Fraser

Before the coming of the white man, the
Amenican Indian in general had enjoyed a good
diet and food was plentiful. The hunting and
fishing of -the Indians was generally very fruitfut,
for mother nature had provided their tands with
an gsbundance of fish and wildhife, In many areas,
where  the  soil proved  fertde, the indian
developed  farming skafls and was rewarded in
abundunce by healthy crops Even the Indigns in
less endowed areas adapted 1o the fand on which
they  bived, aod food provisions were not 3
probiem,

With the white man, camie the forcing of
Indians 1o fand that they were not used 10 hiving
on, ond inomany  cawes, land  that would nni
provide for any inhabitation At the same time
the white man pushed the Todan to destruction,
they enjoyed the many tine foods the Induns

had introduced, Our Thanksgiving dintier would
be non-existent f it hadn't been for the indian,
for the turkey and sl the trimmngs are
exclusively Indian.

in additicn 1o sweet (’x;tamc&-com ot several
varietivs, baked beans, brown bread, cornbread,
tntters, pumpking, cranberry ssuce, buckwheat
cakes and maple wyrup te go with themn  “The
Indisns gave us lima beuns, squashes, tomatoes,
peppers, egaplant, peanuts, cassava and tapioca
watermelons,  pmeapples,  strawberries,
raspbernies,  blackbernes,  sapoditias,  vanills,
COCoa, chocolate, cashew nuts, butternars, bladk
walniuts, pecans, ckory nuts, Brasad niuts, and
many tropicat food plants and fruts ' Boot beer
was atso ntroduced by the Indany. Everyday we
edt many toods that we eawe 1o the Indu Indian
Thew contnbutians sre nwdeed vatuable,

Peyote viewed
with suspicion

by Susan Clark

The wse of peyote has been a long misunderstood
practice of the American Indians. This as understandable
since the American Indian has never been understood by
the white man in Amenica. The Indians's practices
throughout history have been viewed with suspicion and
contempt a5 “pagan’” The elements of mystery and
secrecy of the effects and use of peyote have created
suspicion and fear by non users. As with any practice that
one does not fully understand  or experience,  first
judgements are made with Ittle or no knowlidge ot the
subject. This has been the case history of peyote The
government  has tried to - outlaw s use orgmally by
correlating it with alcobol and currently by categonzing it
with other illegal drugs such as manijuana, hastush, and
LSD. The struggle was begun i the THBOs and still exants
for the members of the Native Amenican Church.

LPoeyote came to the Induns in o time of desperate
need tor an escape trom the decades of deception, cruelty,
andd indigmities forced on them by the white man. Peyote
has provided o means of escape since the 1880 and st s
providing o spiritaal release mothe 19705 As with miont
mothods sought by man 1o relieve the tensions of ife,
peyote was found unaceeptables The Indians adhermg to
the fLath s not seehing somae sort of mage, witchoratt or
stoctly pleasure gaining experience, The fndans prove the
warth of thetr faith by leading qood hives. They preach
gqoodness, generosity, hard waork, and responsdadity and
they practico 1 m thea dady Bives. The secrecy ol the
roligion has led to many superstitions and - fear by
non members but i spite of what happens logatly 1o the
Nativie Amenican Chureh, it can never cease to exast, o ity
toundation lies in the nature of the Amencan Indian

R

FLATHEAD
AND PAPOOSE

Photos  courtesy  the  ldaho
Hixtorical  Society  and  Bob
Lorimaer, SHStatesman
photographar,
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Indian instrument S classed

by Jim Schmidt

Before discussing the
American Indian musical
instruments, there are two
means of classification that are
important. The classification

is based on acoustical principles.
The two classes are
membranophone and idiophone.
Membranophones are percussion
instruments that produce a
sound by

vibrating a tightly stretched skin
or membrane. The sound is
made by striking or rubbing the
head of the instrument
ldiophones are percussion
instruments made from sonorous
materials. Sonorous materials are
materials that have a natural
resinance such as wood blocks or
claves. These instruments are
struck or utilized with friction.
Another means of classification
includes the shape of the sound
chamber, or body. All American
Indian instruments are classified
within these types.
Unfortunately, the American
Indian never classified his
instruments. The name given to
the American Indian music is
often referred

to as “Amerindian” music to
avord confusion with eastern
Indian music.

In order to make the
information about the
Amerindian instruments more
meaningful, | have divided the
discussion into different
geographic sections ranging from
the Arctic Coast to the
Southwestern portion of the
United States. The discussion of
Amerindian music is concerned
with percussion instruments.

The drums of various tribes
all have different meanings and
uses depending on the tribe and
occasion. The Arctic Coast
natives (Eskimos) have few
musical instruments. The
instruments are used mostly for
social activities which are usually
held in dance houses. The
instruments are played by the
religious leaders of the area. The
instrument is not played as a
solo or single performance, but
Jas an dCCOIn[JJII/IY)C’I)f o a song
sung by a family member or
refigious leader. The instruments
used are Sewyak (Sauvit) and
the Kalookock (Kalluyxg) Box
Drum.

Fhe Sewyak varios in size
throughout  Alaska  but  the
construction (s basically  the
same. The difference is in the
method of tying the handie to

the frame. The frame is from |
to 1 nches wide and 38 to 172
incly theck and s made of sprisce
or willow. The material 1y then
bent to form o crcle and fitted
together. The handle §s then
pegaxed to the frame. A thin
uece of skan s stretchied over
the trame fornvng the head, The
i as (hen struck with a lonyg
stk The mstumentalist strikes
the exdpe of the diam for a puare
tone from the  dam T i
Kalovkook Do or Box nan
s a shanless diam which relies on
s natural resmous atwlity. The
resctangifar oy gs hung froun a
pole as (o swing along the path
of the sun The divm s rebitlt
every  year for the Messenger
Feast and the $Wolt Dance he
reason for buddig g new dram
every year is {hat the host of the
Messenger Faast and Woll

Dance changes every yvrear 1 is
alsoy considered taboo o let tho
ey ona man has coostrctod

to be played by some other
feasting party. ’

The musical instruments of
the Eskimos, as one moves
southward, varies greatly. The
instruments sppear to get much
more rugged in appearance. The
implements that are used to
strike the drum head range from
12 inches of a skin covered stick
to hooves. The hooves are also
used as rattles during dance
ceremonies. The drums in the
southern part of Alaska and the
northern part of Canada are used
mainly for accompaniment
instead of a solo work.

The Northwest coast, which
includes the Northwestern tip of
the United States and British
Columbia, finds the Indians
using the drum for pantomimic
dances and the special dances of
the Shaman. In this area the
drum is very important. It is
considered to be just as
important as the voice that is
used with it. The voice and drum
are never separated in this area.
The drums among the
Amerindian group were often
called “‘war drums”, ‘chief
drums”, or medicine drums’
depending on locale. The drum
may be of a single or double
head depending on purpose and
area. The drums are of two
shapes: either square or round.
The Round Drum is shallow and
of a wooden frame. This drum is
usually used by the medicine
man. It is painted with ritualistic
symbols. Rattles are put inside
and out to impart special
powers.

The most important drum in
the Northwest, that shows a
great difference from those that
have already been discussed, is
the hand drum. So far, all the
drums have been struck by an
implement instead of the hand.
The Hand Orum is made from
wood cut off the North side of a
Cedar tree. This means that
there are no knots or that the
surface is free of any natural
flaws. The wood is then soaked
for twenty-four hours, bent into
a cylinder then covered with
deer skin. The drum is then
heated so that the wood is dry.
They achieve different tone
qualities by heating each drum
to a different temperature, thus
giving them a variety of different
toned drums.

As one moves further down
into  the North American
Continent, it is evident that the
percussion instruments becorne
more versatile, More rattles and
numerous types of drums are
used.  The  California  coastal
ladians were the first to use a
whistle  tor special  effects
depending  upon the type of
ceremony.  The most unusual
drum of this California-Arirona
are s the Foot Drum. The Foot
Drums are better (0 this area
than skm druns. Foot Drums
aret plank s, boards, or floors that
ae danced on or kicked to
produce ahythm for singing,
Tsido (Nutsi), a Pomo California
Dium, s most important amnd a
characteristie feature of  the
Pomo Danca Howse. The drum is
a plank about 6 feet long and 22
wnches wide  The plank is a
section from a large oak log.
After hollowing out the plank, it
i placed e a trench dug in the
floor. The dancor then beats the
surface of tha plank with his feet
a3 he dances. The Kile is another
American (oot drum made of
sycamiosa wood  The sycamore
tree is selectesd, cut and then a
clurice i foot pece is selocted

for the drum. The 5 foot piece is
split and the center of one-half
of the log is burned out to form
a half-moon. The log is then
placed crescent face down in a
trench. The dancers keep time
with the singing that is being
done.

The Great Basin and Plains
area offer music more versatile
and varied. The music however,
still  remains functional as
discussed in previous areas. The
Great Basin area had few
resources, thus limiting their
instruments. They had mostly
small hand drums made of
juniper or chokecherry wood
with a deer skin stretched over
the frame for the drum head. As
one moves onto the Plains, the
Indians seemed to have
developed more of a use for
instruments not only in
ceremony, but in everyday Iife.
The tribes of Indians being
referred to are Pajute, Salish,
Comanche, Winnebago, Pawnee,
and Gros Ventre cultures. A few
specific types of drums used
among these tribes are the:

1. Pow-Wow Drum- The drum
is made of a hoop with dry skin
stretched over it. It can be
played by six men at a time.

2. Nexe-Gaku A water filled
drum used in ceremonies. The
water was used for tuning
purposes. %

3. Nexe-Gaku-Bxhacka A
drum used only by the “‘doctor’*

- of the tribe to ward off discase,

4. Hakkowpirus This is a
Pawnee drum made of a section
of a tree hollowed out by fire
and chipping.

5. Peyote Drum This is a
water drum used only by
American Indians during a
religious ceremony. The drum
gets its name from the cactus

Lophorphora William, which
causes illusions and deliruiums
when chewed., The drum itself is
a copper or iron kettle with
three legs. The head is stretched
skin. There is water put in the
kettle during the ceremony and
at the end of the ceremony the
water is drunk by those who feel
it will do them good.

In the Eastern Woodlands one
finds a variety of different types
of drums but they are all of the
same structure. The water drums

L]

of the Eastern Canadians were
introduced by the Amerindian
tribes. Thus, they are of the
same structure. The Canadian
Indians however, made most of
their water drums out of pottery
and hollowed logs filled with
water. QOne of the most
interesting drums of the Eastern
Canada area is the Dream Dance
Orum. This drum started out as
being an item of peace to other
tribes. One tribe would present
another tribe with this drum
along with songs and rityals.
This act of giving brought peace
between the two tribes.

The Eastern Indians had few
instruments but believed in using
voices to transmit rituals and
beliefs rather than the sound of
an overwhelming drum. Here the
drum was used again only as
accompaniment to the singer,
The instruments were basically
the same as the Canadian

Indians’ instruments, However, :
they made their water drums of -
small pieces of wood fitted -
together very tightly, The water
drum was shaped like a paif and
was relatively small compared g~
others, It was Kknown as the
Ga-No-Jo-O and used only for
the religions of the Long House,
An instrument used by all of
the tribes in North America is
the flute. The flute has a varigty
of names but is basic in
construction. Some of the flutes.
could also _be classilied a
whiftles. They were constructed
of bone, carved wood, or
pottery. They symbolized the
cry of the. birds, animals, or the
voices of the spirits. One of the
most important flutes i3
Flageolet. The Flageolst is used
during courtship among soms of
the Southwestern tribes. [t
supposedly enhances the young
Indian maidens so0 ‘that the
young braves can take a wife,

YOUNG BI0UX

Dressed ay belle of the tribe In buckskin tunle, elk teeth
ornaments, porcupine collarette, brass bracelets, plalted halr,
brass wire carrings and beaded knife scabbard. In her right hand
she cartles an oar, her teft rests upon a buffalo bull boat. The
bull boat {s made directly from the hide of a bulfalo, stretched
Kreen over curved willows, fastened together in the bottom and
sewed with thongs s0 as to be drawn together at the top; in this
case the buffalo tall, by which the boat 1s handled, can be seen.
The bull boat would safely rarry one person, with Llankets and
grub, riding high out of the water, but one had to sit steady.
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‘Nez Perce

~ Chief counciled - homeland

by Roy W. Grice

...1t was primarily as a man of peace that Joseph made
his contribution to his people. He was opposed to war as
being a hopeless gesture against unsurmountable odds, he
had counciled peace at any price in the spring of 1877, he

continued to do so throughout the War, and he was the.. .

first to urge peace in October, when it became impossible
to continue the struggle. The campaign of 1877 was not
the work of a single brilliant leader, but the continued
effort of the whole group. The Nez Perces fought a great
war, not because they had a great leader, but because as
individuals they were able to exercise intelligence, bravery,
cooperation, and fortitude. .

Hunters perfected
many weapons

by Eric Hoobing N ‘ .
Before and After Lewis and Clark
_The Nez Perce hunters in time perfected a variety of
weapons, but the best was a bow which won fame among
other Indians who eagerly sought it in tribal trade. The
bow was about three feet long, from a section of the
curled horn of a mountain sheep. After straightening by
. steamin and stretching, they backed. it with deer sinew
attached by a glue made from the scraped skin of a salmon
or the dried blood of a sturgeon. The finished bow was
handwome and powerful, and with it the Nez Perce could
whip arrows, as fong as the bow itsetf, clear through the
bodies of running animals. Somatimes they used the bow
against human enemies. They provoked ,captured

rattlesnakes with the venom although the venom was not
as poisonous when it dried....

* which

by Stephen Clifford :

..The hometand of the Nez Perce is in a beautiful
region between the Cascade and Bitterroot Mountain
ranges. This is a land of gently rolling hills, forests, deep
canyons, and ravines combining to create an awesome
display of the grandeur of Mother Nature. “The Nez Perce
were fully cognizant of the value of their homeland and
felt a deep affection for it."” Chief Jaseph commenting on
the death of his father perhaps embodies the feelings of all
Nez Perce for their home, “'! buried him in that beautiful
valley of the winding waters. | love that land more than all
the rest of the world.”...

Whites imposed
Indian tortures

by Karen Omberg .

...In a discussion of captives of Indian-white conflicts, it
would be one-sided to mention only the part of the white
captives without a brief glimpse of the Indians who were
subjected to some of the same treatment by their white
captors. As the Indians did, the whites often spared very
few of their captives, and often employed the use of
Indian tortures such as scalping. One:of the best examples
of the enslavement of captured Indians is during the
Pequot War. After the defeat of the Indians, the devoutly
religious_ Puritans used the captives as a means of gaining
personal wealth. The male children were sent into slavery
in Bermuda and the women were distributed among the
Puritans for domestic servants. The Indian prisoners were
also used as a means of rewarding those Indian tribes
had remained faithful to the colonials. The
Narragansetts in-particular received several hundred for use
as slaves. Thus it may be seen that the Indians were by no
means alone in- their sometimes harsh treatment of

.captives.... :
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Young indian boys attending the Fort Hall
Indian School located on the Fort Hall
Reservation. Approximately 1904,

by Samuel Crum

With the passing of legislation to integrate
educational institutions throughout America, the
U.S. Government has failed to fully achieve that
goal. Contrary to their de-segregation policies are
the segregated Indian schools which the Federal
Governments’ Bureau of Indian Affairs (B.I.A.)
maintain. These Indian schools are found in
many states in supposedly strategic areas. They
are boarding schools mainly because of the
“‘convenience” of being hundreds, even
thousands of miles from the parents and homes
of Indian student. The following study will cite
examples of different schools which are targets
of controversial accusations because of
inefficient facilities. Within these schools are
found the most incompetent teachers, the most
primitive teaching methods, the most penal-like
discipline, and the most degrading cultural rape
forced on any students in the so called civilized
U.S.A.

Children bussed

It seems absurd to -think of the terrified
parents who oppose the current bussing issues
because their children are bussed a few blocks for
six hours a day, five days a week, when there are
young Indian children being bussed or flown
hundreds, even thousands of miles, from the
homes of their parents for entire school years.
The reason why the B.I.A. operates such schools
is so that quicker assimilation of Indian groups
can be accomplished by the practice of breaking
up essential family and tribal structural
traditions. In the book “Our Brothers
Keeper-The Indian in White America,” it states
that "In 1968, 9,000 of the children in Indian
boarding shcools were less than nine years old.””
In any white community it would be thought
sinful to pull small children away from families
and ship them away from their homes.

Tramatic experience

Almost every Indian is affected by the
boarding school system, whether it be of
personal experience or the stories told by parents
or grandparents of their stay in one of the many
schools. It appears that B.I.A. boarding schools
leave ugly psychological scars on the victim by
the traumatic events the person has been through
and seen. The horrifying reality of just having to
leave home is enough drama itself to the young
child, let alone the thought. Indian children have
been shipped from as far away as Alaska to
Oklahoma, which is approximately 6,000 miles,
Also, Navaho children are relocated hundreds of
miles from  their land to such places as
Intermountain Indian school in Brigham City,
Utah, and Chemawa Indian school in Oregon.
Children from the North West (Washington,
Oregon, and ldaho) are also "bussed” to places
such as Chiloco Indian School in Oklahoma. All
this is for nothing! When the Indian student
graduates from these schools, they are behind
others of the same class several vyears
academically. The public schools on certain
reservations are no different, but that is another
tragic story. The Navaho tribe about a century
ago was promised a house and a competent
teacher for overy 30 children on their
reservation, But then, treaties are made to be
braken; especially when Indians are involved!

Teachers surveyed

In 1965 a survey of teachers hired by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs for their schools showed
that one fourth of these teachers would rather be
teaching white kidsl How screwed up can a
system and somo of its people get? These so
called teachers would rather be teaching white
kids, but they can not. They are teaching in
Indian schools becouso they are too incompetent
to b teaching under public school regulations.
Many of these teachers are the “bottom of the
barrel” misfits who couldn’t make it in their own

PPN

Schools

"~ Study cites exa mples

of controversial

society. Then, here came the Bureau of Indian

" Affairs, the salvation of the white people, and

hired them. Many of the teachers and counsetors
in these schools.are comparable to the guards in
prisons. Valuable teaching time is spent on being
“watchdogs’ over the students for any rmistakes
or slip-ups they might make. In the “on'”
reservation public school that | attended, the
teachers were very condescending in thenr
attitudes to the point where one teacher was
“overtooked’ who called the Inchan students in
his classes such derogatory names such  as
‘*savages, blackies, squaws, etc 1o the
knowledge of the taculty and even the county
school board. Action to have the racist removed
from the reservation was not taken dgarnst b
until five years from the time he first started s
ignorant foaming of the mouth. There are other
examples of racism in public schuols araund the
U.S. Imagine how much more the teachors i gn
all Indian school would look down on the Indin
students if the -same s condoned nblie
schools, Then it 1s no wonder that Mative
Americans have the largest dropout rate from
any school of any race in the Lountry

Superior attitude

A personal abservation of mine RN TR
white people 15 that they have o patieraaghnge
“superior” attitude in dealing with aonnonite,
especially with Indians Having b g oticdont m'
one of the BLLA. bouarding o hools and wintor 1
others, | have noted that attitudge by trveree
prevalent  with  the white:  tegchior, 16ty

relations with the indign sturdfents n the oy,

room and during oft class bours, For e anple
when | visited Phoenix Indian 5hool Cattigi, |r1'
Phoenix, Arizona, it surprised me that | wougled b
so embarrassingly treated. In trying to bt o
soft drink from the teachers lounge, since: thers
were no vending machines around campus for the
students to use, | was approached by two tigures
of authority who demanded me 1 oy
m(yself from the tounge and get to cass, When |
tried to explain that | was a student from
nearby college and thirsty they quizzed me on
who taught what subjects at the college |
mentioned!  Also, some teachers at Chaloen
Indian School explained the failure of m;m’y
students as: “Well, what can YOU expect? Thise
are Indian kids." What can you expect from s };
teachers? l

Texts outdated

In'some of the B.I.A. schools on reservations
the curriculum taught is usually written for Ih(,:
white, middle-class American  child. Indian
students are taught from books and texts such as
the elementary “'Dick, Jane, Spot, and Puft”
stories. This is ridiculous reading for thoswe who
live on the reservations, and who do not have the
same upbringing and wvalues as  the white,
middle-class city kid. It is reasonable for this
type of material to be taught in its respective
place, but on an Indiansreservation? The late
Senator Robert F. Kennedy, a number of years
back, told of finding one book on Indians in the
library of a school in Southeastern Idaho where
the student population was eighty per cent
Indian.  The book was about the Eastern
Delaware tribe and their captives and had an
illustration of a white child being scalped by
Indians. 1t would amaze a person on what thay
could find in Indian schools in way of books and
materials used. to teach Indian youngsters,

Discipling in B.L.A. schools is appalling and
shocking for the brutal and savage troatment of
Indian students. The Indian school is militarily
oriented with its strict regulations, 1t seoms that
the transition from the B.LA. school into the
armed torces is not at all noticable for the boys
who make this decision. In the hygone years of
these institations the students even had uniforms
to wear, according to my grandfather, who was o
product of Carlisle Indian school in Pennsylvania

Indian facilities N

at the first of thas century. 1t was not much
ditterent than many of the BY A, schools of
tockay At one Indan school i South Dakots the
seall chiddren wers not gllowed o were
drsouraged from using  the restrooms dunng
shool hours wath the excuse from the teachers
thiat “more than three times a day s (0o nuch
tiree™ and that thiy were not bathnes anymore,
Trus dows not sound oo much ditferent from
Haskel Indian sehaol where durning night hours
youare automatically saspect of being “up 1o
sormieUnng” b pou were caught an the hailway
goure) oo from e hathroom by one ot the
Coaghitwatonesen D Flaskell is g school where il
students ore Hogh wohool graduates and yet the
Ueatenent Of thean o g they had no anlity to
trunk tor thermodhees an o young adults, The
dorritory coansdors ot Intermaountam Indian
Sehonlan S Crty, Uty hupas bewn known
Ty sl
nprede bl poaits e b gy be fgial
Stacdent, o dea gl probitems, hvnv‘h.rfl

U o e anto drgnk students desoate

Pacedoaftod th rare gt te Indhan sohsol,
Crdo o

Al gt Onl i e gt the e of g
Figrit, e ot by eter s bt an e fye

Uy trhbeyr e Ly counredor wtic h
f

et an gt hattered noge The

st o gt uess e g meemteery af sokte
feenbl gre st it G terr cagperiors sl
Poodnelb e teregto e by an e e pian tra

ot st A sl of g thoeat

oovtab st ot g pee st s fneedo of s 5
Cl et e s Lo s tal b of
P bt i Soteoal e Caesane City,
Toecebe Ironed gt b of dediation Lo
P batesd foody e g prarter g af the Schood by
widradogt Lt eeimbers s ewidoneed by any of
the ol gnethn al practices, il renalt an
dicpbingry etan tpang taken (o) Pubbe
stateceenty e e aganst basie School and Bureao
poltey 6) Hegutee Statements made to students
OF parents abont other st members or an
reference to aniy foune ionat aspict of the schoot
() Ay ovidence of statf members VK a5
Tanonyinongs, inforrmer.

Stewart has hundredss of official and unofficial

{continued on page 7)
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Stff argunen

{continued from page 6)

visitors esch month and none of these should
hear negative remarks made by a staff member
about staff, policies, or practices except through
proper line channels. Requests by anyone for
information of a negative nature should be
reported as soon as possible to the employee’s
first linessupervisor, and when applicable, he to
his, etcetera. {d) Any arguments between two or
more on duty .staff members.Such arguments

must be settled at the first level of operational

authority and not between the combatants. The
purpose of a staff member's employment at
Stewart is to work for Stewart, not against it.
{a)Any evidence that an employee is using
character assassination tactics against another
employee, There is no evidence that gossiping
about others helps improve 8 school progranv.”’
The memo was signed by the principal of the
school and was titied “Ethical Behavior relative
to Public Communication by" Employees."l How

A similat memo was sent to supervisors at
the Intermountain Indian School on procedures
1o follow in case of:-emergencies such as the
visitation pf parents or any others to see the
student to see what the purposs of the vigit was
and their relationship.to the student. Also, a list

of assistance in case of emergencies want like .

Departmant, { ).:Naglo Jual

ed (when called by.
e s

“public school

_.pupils:

.

. The beginning of modernized education on ' lndian'

Reservations are evidenced by.these photos. (top) New
located on the Duck- Valley Indian
Reservation, Owyhee, Nevada. (left) Gloria Jim, Headstart
teacher—and two of her students. (bottom) Headstart

e

oAy

s not allowed |

student, Even tbdav many schools still frown on
Indian langu

.annoys me is that school offitials then turn
around and proclaim the Indian as culturally
deprived. | betieve that the reason white people

want to do away with Indian cuiture or at least' -

tried to do away with it, is because they are

ashamed of their near non-cultural socigty which —

is a conglomeration of many, and ends in the
mongrol White American culture “of the .

dominant society of today. Blacks are in the
sama classification also, with the white people. In . -

fact, in many (ndian languages the: word for the
black man is translated the black white man, The
‘federal government and other sources of
“superiority” in American history outlawed,

ruled agalnst, and tried every other. means of .

wiping out the culture of the American Indian,

but all have failed, for as 8 white scientist once -
sdld "Bnly the strongest survive.” B.l.A, schools
have tried to discourage -indian ways of life °
through education and whitewashing, but it has «*

backfired, Lo

In conclusion, | would like to mention that |
“strongly epprove of . the abolishment of all .
Federal boarding schools far elementary and high
schoo! age students. The existing institutions of

higher lesrning such as'Haskell -Indian Junior . -

College -should - be" strongly’ supported snd

‘controlied by the  indian - population #nd the -
Bureau 'of Indian Affairs, respectively, Money

not used : 888 result of the closure of ‘the

“ alemantaryand: high  schools - copld “be -

y anproplated»~fo(-ocholmtps to. (Td:n

- who. wish: 't
Ly X

to .:":Obtlln high

being spoken, especially certain -
public schools that are on reservations. What *

ol
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Skltswwh j;ldi”dns |

 The Skitswish Indians of northern Idsho have

suffered the same
: ‘the

partiality_and_injustices as
other American Indian tribes. The
Skitswish seem -to have merely weathered the
storm in better shape, possibly due to their small
size, and are today attempting to beat the
intruders of their lands at his own game. Even
the name of their tribe was replaced by a joke by
the early French traders. Changing the name did
not change the people.
The Skitswish are known today as the Coeur
d’ Alenes. They are thought to be descendants of
the Kootenay people who now inhabit Montana.
During recent times though, they have been as
closely allied with the Nez Perce of the
Clearwater Valley as any other group. They are
not akin to the Nez Perce, for they are of talier
structure, darker complexion, and of a totally
different personality makeup. The Coeur d’
Alenes speak the Kalispel tongue, but are able to
communicate with the Nez Perce. When.the
white men first set foot into the Inland Empire,
the Coeur d’ Alenes introversion far outweighed
their curiosity or need for the white’s trade

S. .

When Father Nicolas Pointe came to the area
and told that he plapfied to live among the Coeur
d’Alenes, he was lafighed at by the traders. These
French representatiyes of the Hudson Bay
Company had been trying to gain entry to the
land of the Coeur d’Alenes for years, but to no
avail. The Coeur d’Alenes met the traders at
appointed times of the year on the boundaries of
their territory to trade. Their trading sense was
the quality that earned them the name they now
bear. The term Coeur d‘Alene was first pinned on
the traders by the Indians. When they met the
traders, the traders relied on their hunger for the
goods and only offered a pittance for the furs.
The leaders of the tribe sent them on their way
and told them their héarts were so large, they
would easily balance on the point of an aw!. It
became a standing joke and the Indians were
known as heart of an awl (Coeur d’Alerig).

The first documented history of the Coeur
d'Alenes comes from the Jesuit priests who
civilizat* them and arfented them to the ways
of the white man’s world well enough to allow
them to compete as they do. In 1843 Father
Nicholas Pointe and a Brother Huet ventured
into the region now known as Bennewah County
and, at the confluence of the St. Joseph river and
lake Chatcolet, built a mission. The Indians
called the place Skoot-loty. The meaning of this
is the place of our peaple, the river below, and
the mountains behind. It was built about a mile
upstream of today’s Rocky Point. The location
was flooded every spring, and after four years

was abandoned. The new site chosen was on the -

upper reaches of the St. Joe at a place called
(later) Cataldo, after Father Cataldo, the
architect of the new mission. The new structure

was 90’ x 45° x 30’ in height and is to this day a

marvel of construction. The Indians with their
innate abiljty and only the crudest of iron age
tools under the direction of the black robes
created a masterpiece. With axes, a rough rip saw,
and a penknife they hewed beams, cut planks,
‘and whittled pegs and fitted the parts together.

. The structure does not contain a single nail.

The hospitality and building of the Indians
was such that travelers, who had been covering
20 miles a-day’ and werg within 10 or 15 miles st

nightfall, would travel on into the night to reach .
. the mission. It was sald “the latch string was

always out to assure 8 weicome to all who came
within it's confines and every plonesr heid it asa

“ cherished spot”.

The agricultural endesvors were begun at
once under the direction of Fsther Alexander
Diomedi, S.J. The indians were allotted a small
;plot and taught the basics. They then leerned on
their own soms of the tricks that later led to the
maximal ylelds, such s fish remains to be used as
flﬂ“l!ﬂ'. : . . ! o

The only warlike actions of the Coeur
d'Alenes came in 1867 when a detachment of the

U.S.. Cavairy under Colonei Steptos merchad -

onto thelr territory and, when the Nez Perce told

 the tribe he had come to kill and carry off thelr

women and children, under the lesdership of
Chief Saitess, the tribe ran Colonel Steptos some
-80. miles . ..comered him _neer present-day
Palouss, Weshington.. . .

" Saltess was not & hereditary chief of the tribe, . ,
Tbut-had such finesse and expertise of all things, .

Lthat hewms
sested

~administration for. the: genera

" Due to small size, tibe is succeeding

" racisl prejudice to hurdle, but the obstacies put -
o or

stature. This great chief after cornering Steptoe
on a butte waited until dark and seemingly
Wmhmsmuoﬂmwddoof
the butte to freedom. Eighteen of Steptoe’s men
were killed or wounded. A punitive action was
taken in the summer of 1858 with a troop-under
the command of Colonel Wright. In his own
words, large quantities .of wheat, vegetables,
camas, and berries were destroyed. Nine hundred
horses were also killed. Wright was then amazed
when the Indians graciously accepted a treaty of
peace, long since having forgotten the incident
with Steptoe.

Chief Saltese was later decorated by the U.S.
government for his actions in the Nez Perce and
Sioux wars. During the Nez Perce war the whites
in the area abandoned their property and fled. It
was held in trust by the tribe during their
absence and returned to the proper owners after
things quieted down. In the Sioux. uprising, 3
‘Crow delegate came to recruit allies. Chief
Saitese not so courteously ushered him to the
tribal boundaries and sent him on his way.

.In 1877 the land available for cultivation
around Cataldo was far too minimal for the
numbers of the tribe living near the mission
(200) and a move was initiated. When this plan
was announced to the Indians, it met with great
disfavor. The agricultural advisor, Father
Diomedi, told the Indians the whites would come
like flies, taking over afl the land that had not
been cut by the plow. He further advised them to

go sow grain, plant vegetables, so their families . .

would be well fed and clothed.

The Indian’s reply was that those things were
not according to their values, and that is not
what their life pattern was judged by. They said
they were happy with camas while the whites
wanted bread, and deerskins and a buffalo robe
fulfilled their needs while the whites required
clothes. They did not wish to leave the church
that they had built, where the sick were healed,

the hungry were fed, and they had learned the -

way of God. “Good sense prevailed” (white
man’s reference), and in 1877 they moved to the
site of the present day DeSmet mission, two
miles from Tensed, idaho.

Father Peter DeSmet came among the Indians
several years after the establishment of the
Cataldo mission. He is probably the most
beneficial white man (for the Indians) in Coeur

d‘Alene history. Three years after the move, -

50,000 bushels of wheat, 60,000 bushels of oats
plus large quantities of vegetables, poultry, and
hogs were raised. The Indians hired whites for
help, built roads and bridges, assessed a toll on
the cutting of timber and the transport of stock,
and established a sawmill, In 1927, the Indians
share of the crop was in excess of $150,000.
Thirty-two Indian farmers had 3,100 acres under
cultivation,

in the 1880‘s the Coeur d’Alenes felt the same
land grab that had been sweeping across Indian
land all over the country. In1886 Congress was
petitioned to open the land of the DeSmet
“with-hold” for white settiement. The petition
contained several hundred signatures, as well it
should, for the land on the Coeur d’Alene
reservation, which is a reservation, hot o
“with-hold”, is some of the richest dry farm land
in the world. Surprisingly enough, white
“justice” did not prevail, and the land remained
.in- the hands of the .people to whom.it has
belonged for centuries. :

' Bona Macha was the reservation law in 1903
and “"has made his name a terror to evil doers’’.
Bona Macha aiso owned two hundred acres and
one of the finest dwellings in DeSmet. Macha was
a8 member of the tribal council and was estesmed
for his wisdom and excellent ways. |

. The Redman of Bennewsh county is still
striving to best:the white men at his own gams,
but is gradually being forced (not falling) behind
in technology, and therefore, farming. In a time
when the government takes it upon itself to help
people exercise their right of free determination
with the collective. money of all, the Indian is
bolgol unlquo'ly Io:; out.

sregarding the-fact that all the prosperity’
that has befallen the whites has oomop;r;v’: thz
land the red peopls once owned, and mistakenly
shared 8 little of,. the plight of meny: Indlans
. deserves the subsidy” from” which they have so
neatly been excluded, S

The - governi mpmm'oul s ‘"ﬁr" :’%‘:‘:M
Indlan 'Is blessed with 8- ”:.{30 us, but the

_Into the tent, sat down, and wes_beginningto

t whers an equal,

Sacajawea -

by Linda Westergard
. ..When Sacajawea climbed out of the boat

* and was walking toward tha gathered Indians, she

began “to dance and show every mark of the
most extravagant joy, lurning around him

- {Charboneau) and pointing to several Indians,

whom he (Clark§ now saw advancing on horse
back, sucking her fingers at the same time to
indicate thay were part of her native tribe... We

soon drew near the camp, and just 83 we

approached it, a woman made her way through
the crowd towards Sacajewea, and recognizing
each other, they embraced with the most tender

‘affection. The meeting of these two young

women had in it something peculisrly touching...
They had ‘been compenions In esrly childhood. -
in the war with the Minnetarees, they had both
been teken prisoners in. the serme battle, Theéy
tiad shared and softened the rigoure of their
captivity till one of them had escaped from the -
Minnetarees with s scarce hope of ever seeing her -
friend free from the hands of tm,enemlu...’xw
this the conference was 10 be cpenad, and glad of
an opportunity of being able to converse more .-
intelligibly, Sacejewea was sent for. She came -

Interpret, when in the person of Cameahwalt{the
Chlet) she recognized her brother. Sh Init:t(mv
Jumped up and ran and embraced

aver him her blanket and weaping profuse|

- chief himself was maved [\
.degred.” The " old." man, ‘)Bu W
Sacajawes had been batrothed to



by William Gregersen

The American bison or buffalo, as it is
commonly called, was definitely .of major
importance to the Indian, especially the {ndian
of the Plains. The buffalo came from Asia across
the land bridge which was formed by Alaska and
Asia being joined. This was the same route
tollowed by the first men in North America, and
the hypothesis which is most believed is that the
buttalo preceded man, and man followed the
butfalo in his migration, since it provided him
with constant source of fresh meat and clothing.
The bulfalo grew to great abundance in North
America and at one time it was estimated that
there were 60,000,000 bulfato in North America
alone.

It is my intention in this paper to explain how
the Indian ussd the buffalo, how the buffalo
were decimated by the white méan and the etfect
this had upon the Indian, and try to come to
some conclusions of my own.

As the butfalo grew in sbundance they would
mugrate from north in the summer 10 south in
the winter, much the same as many birds would
also migrate, Of course there were always @ few
who steyed in the north country during the

,winter months, but it was the great migrations
which attracted the Indians. Early in the spring
these beasts would. start moving north and by the
time that fall came they were exceedingly fat and
ready for killing, The Indians would mave their
entire encampment so as to be nesr the great
migrating buttalo herds. - . )

Several methods were used by the Indians to
hunt the buffslo. At first, they hunted them on
foot, attempling to snesk up on them close
enough for a shot with a bow! and arrows.
Another method used, while the Indians were
still afoot, was to chase the bultsio over a steep
cliff and then finish the buffalo off with a lance.
As the horse came into use, the Indisns devised
another way of killing the buftfato. Using four.to
five hundred men, they .
would surround 8 large herd, and then start the
herd running in a circle, closing in slowly and
killing animals as they. went, keeping any from
escaping. Several hundred buffalo were killed at
?go time, but every portion of the beast was put

usa, .

~_Another method of hunting butfalo was for a
warrior to ride into a herd and run slong side a
buffalo until he was in pbsition to shoot. The
warrior would.sim at the buffsio’s side, behind
tho last rib end a third of the distance from the
bockbone and baily. At the twang of the

bowstring the horse would veer gharply to the

side in order to avold the buffelo as it tried to
gouge the rider and horm, If the shot was true,
the buffalo would only run @ few yards and then

v

drop dead. For sheer pleasure;:the, warrior who -

killed the byffato would cut it dpen and eat at

animal,”
herd: the warl
would movein. :
up the s, Almott: artion
animal: "

the
nd
The

once the raw liver,snd other internal garnof the

‘We have seen the reality behind - - - ~.  'wechosstoslesp, - -
your lofty treaties which promosed us .~ But now, we are swskening -
» freedom— ,. . and know these things: -
a3 long as the grats shall grow : whers you deslt In intrigue, -~ -
etcetersetcetera. = - - wewerehonest . o
We watched your Code of the West - where you disgulised yourself inlies, -
asitcame to mesn - ’ . - welookedto truth - .~ . .
killing redskins - - you are pracocious children, ‘ P
with a double-ot-six - ¥ we have 8 heritage of wisdom. - Ve
_ when you built your fences, We foer the great white father no more. ! s
youhamnm!dalltlnlo’udor We have purged ourselves of his . . . B
to drown the sound of our drums and. satheres and firewster fantasies.
our inner strength. After 5o many years . . ]
when we were domesticated, - we can smile once mors s -
" there came 8 great rush— R bacauuyou'am[a:tlamlmwhotdnlndjmhudmys’kmmm
missionaries, government agents— — .o : )
soeking to - : . Ann Doolittle .
bend, fold, and mutilate our way of life. g BSC Swdent R

[
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Buffalo- Muin,sourte of goods for Indians

the animals killed by him. These animals were
the Indian’s individual property, except that he
was assessed a certain proportion for the benefit
of the widows and the families who had no
warrior to provide for them. 1f arrows of
different men were found in the same animal, the
ownership was decided by the position of the
arrow. That is, which arrow struck the mortal
blow.

As has been previously meritioned, the job of
skinning the animals and cutting up the meat was
left to the women. After the meat was hauled
back to camp and the hides are ‘dried, the real
work began. The making of knives, bows,
quivers, leggings, breachcloths, moccasins and
tespee coverings was necéssary. One can clearly
se just from these few things that the indian
used the buffalo for that it was indeed important
to him. ’

The woinen were expecially adept at making

use of the buffalo. Perhaps a good example of
this would be the way the Crow Indian women
would dress-the buffalo robes. (t was thought by
many individuals as the most exquisite work
done. The following quote exemplifies this point.
“The method of dressing robes varied
somewhat among the tribes. The Crow Indians
were probably the most carefui of all. No tribe
could match in beauty the work of the Crow
squaws. First they immersed the buffalo hide ina
mixture of ashes and water for a few days, that
loosened away the hair,next they pinned the skin
taunt to the ground, with tapering stakes through
the edges, and shampooed the skin with handfuls
of the braing of buffalo. The women then dried
and thinned the “skin by graining it with &
sharpened bone, usually the shoulder blade of
the buffalo. There was a final procass of smoking
the skins, that gave them the quality of drying
soft and pliant whenever rain felt upon them.*
_During the winter months, when the snow was
deep in the Northern country, the Sioux often
hunted the buffalo on foot. He could run upon
the surface by use of snowshoes, while the heavy
buffalo sunk deeply into the drifts and was an
easy victim to the warrior's lahce or arrow.
Angther method, Which was used in winter
hunting, was to crawl closs to the herd, with a
buffalo roba covering the indian‘s head and back.
After gaining close range, the warrior could shoot

* the animal of his cholcs.

“ ghields were very ligh
the old smooth-bore rifies, .- -
< Bows were usslly made of

After 6ll the Butfalo were kilied In 8 seecitic
would go home and the women
roosed 10 skin end .

The major activity -of the. indian wolilin
during the long winter months was to make
articies from buftalo hide and bones. Besides the

lously mentioned srticles which were made
from butfalo other were also made. The indiens
shield was made of the toughensd rawhide of the
bull's neck, dried by smoke, end hardened with
give bolled: from the bu
t weight, but arrowproof,

ted the shot of

ond |f turned obliquely, it deflec

m“;‘f; Y

f{slo's hooves, These.

. .
white man the buffalo soon became the object of
their concern. Probably the first white men-to

venture into indian country were the mountain , - -

men. Thess were followed by the European
royalty and others who came merely for sport. It
was not until the construction of the Union
Pacific, the Kansas Pacific, and -the Atchison
Topeka and the Santa Fe railroads that great
numbers of white men came west to hunt the
buffalo. White hunters from all parts of the
country fiocked to buffalo country. Millions of

buffalo were slaughtered just for their hides. -
: The American Fur Company, which shipped

hides to St. Louis, sent 76,000 robes in 1840,
110,000 robes and 25,000 tongues in 1848.1
Although this sounds like a lot of buffalo, it
would have been fairly easy to kill this many
"buffalo when they were so numerous. The white
man had access to guns and were not particular
s to what animals they shot, so long as they
could get a good hide from it. Another startling
fact is that one man killed 1500 buffelo in one
week and 250 in one day!! The nearsighted and
stupid buffalo were little match for the speedy
horses and deadly rifies of the white man, These

awesome beasts which reached the weight of °

2000 poupds, 6° in height and 10’ in length, were
easily § tered and provided a very profitable
means of liiihood for many men,

As the white man continued to slaughter the
butfalo they had no thought that the butfalo
would ever be exterminated. Even the Indisn
who thought the Grest Spirit opened up the
earth and let the endiess buffalo come out,
thought the buffalo would (ast foraver. A
contemporary person of these times is quoted as

e (continued pags 1Y) . -




“ appeared in, the Amarican -

.

by Mike Mason

The Indian reform movement -
of the 1880's was daminated by
individuais who believed that the

best way- to help the Indian. .

would be to force white values
and-a white society upon him.
The easiest way to achieve this
would be a policy of allotment,
or several'ty. The basic idea
behind several ty was that a
certain amount of land was
parceled out to each member of
the reservation; -however, the
reservation was never completely

. diveded up.

Ihe unused lands were open to
whites, and an Indian was free to
sell his property, if he desired.
This system allowed land
speculators to openly buy or
defraud Indians, who were
unfamilidr with the idea of land
ownership. A few reformers,
however, took a stand against
several ty; one person who
stands out among this group is
Helen Hunt Jackson.

Mrs. Jackson’s fight against

_severality led her to write two

books on Indians,
Dishonor and

famous
Century of

legends that. have grown up

around the author of Ramona™.
The early writings of Helen
Hunt Jackson, under the names

of Saxe Hol¥ne and H.H.,
not of a reform nature at aII

The favorite subject of - Mrs.
Jackson was that of a grieving
mother or wife; this was duesto
the lo§s of her children and
husband. Captain Edward B.
Hunt, her first husband was
killed while
experiment in the attempt to
develope a torpedo. In fact,
while married to Captain Hunt,
Mrs. Jackson was anything but a
reformer; -her views on slavery

were those of the Army,
Whether or not Mrs. Jackson
approved of slavery " is not

certain, but as is expected from
an officer’s wife, she very much
liked servants and disliked
equality among the races.
Mrs:Jackson was even against

"the women's suffrage movement;

she was asked to attend a
meeting conducted by Lucy
Stone, a leading suffragette; she
planned to write a very hostile
article about Lucy Stone and

Ramona; her writings have been +women’s suffrage. Mrs. Jackson

criticized because they failed to
lay out a clear cut alternative to
severality.”

Althoygh it is true
that Mrs. Jackson did not set
forth” a definite plan, her
objective in writing her books
was to awaken an American
conscience and -awaken

_Americans to Indian legal rights,

Once Indian’s rights were
recognized, Mrs. Jackson felt,
the United States government
would be forced to observe these
legal rights, rights before law and
rights to their own land. This,
Mrs. Jacksori felt, was the proper
alternative to several ty. Helen

“Hunt Jackson did not write her
: books -

to gain support for
severalty, as most_other Indian
reformers would have; she wrote

her books to hopefully get
Indian legal rights to be
recognized.

Helen Hunt Jackson
had gained -a reputation as an
-author before she ever published
anything to do with Indians,
Mrs. Jackson -pegan writing
rather late in her life; she wrote
several poems and short stories, __é
that were published mostly in
Scrioners’ Monthly and The
Atlantic. Colonel Higginson,
Mrs. Jackson's longtime friend
and literary advisor, has credited
‘Mrs. Jackson with the “Saxe
Holme" short stories and poetry
published under the initials
“H.H,” Mrs. Jackson probably
used thess psuedb-names not
just to hide her identity as a
woman, but also to protect
herself from public attention.
She was 'very insistent, that no
complete biography of her or
coliection of het works ,be
.published while she was ahve
The tradition was continued
after her  death, the
biography of Mrs, Jackson was
not to be published until fifty
years after her desth, The
biography of Mrs. - Jackson,

Helen Hunt Jackson, was written
by Ruth Odall, This obsassion
for privacy has left much ‘about
her unknown, and therefore, left
to* speculation,. which has
contributed to many
misunderstandins  about. her, A:
-review ~of - the _biography  that .,

faulted Miss

Historical Havl
1 substitutlgn
: 8

‘brought -

went to the meeting with the
intent of writing a stinging
article. However, at this meeting,
the first of many changes took
place that resulted in Helen
Jackson the reformer. The only
comment that she made after
attending the meeting was a
question to her friend - Col.

_ Higgenson: She asked him, Do

you suppose | ever could write
against anything that woman,
wishes to have done?”’ From this

~ time on, Helen Hunt Jackson

became active in many different
movements, which finally fed to
her work on behalf of the
Indians. ¢

The change in Mrs, Jackson
seems to be a result of her
second marriage; in 1875 she
married William Sharpless
Jackson of Colorado Springs,

Colorado. Mrs. Jackson was a
native of Boston, where she was

" raised and educated, but in May

of 1872, she was forced to leave
the East for the West due to her
health. Mr. Jackson was a
member of the 'Society of

“'Friends; the Society was very

active in the reform movements,
especually with Indians.

After her second marriage, in
1879, Mrs. Jackson took a trip
back to Boston, Where she

conducting an -

~ They wanted: to go to

ve peaf‘e the government
decided that the best policy

would be to remove the Poncas. i

The change in climate and the
readjustment to the environment
of the Quapaw Reservation, as
well as the hostile Indian
territory traveled through,
almost wiped out the Poncas
that had survived the trip. In the
-spring of 1879, two years after
the decision “to remove the
Poncas, a few remaining Poncas
started a trip back to their
hometand. These Poncas got
only as far a the Omaha
Reserve, where they were
arrested by federal troops.

Standing Bear and Bright
Eyes were on their lecture tour
to raise funds to aid the Poncas.
the
Supreme Court and they needed
funds for the legal cost. Boston
proved sympathetic to the
Poncas; as a result of the lecture,
the Boston Indian Citizenship
Association was formed. The
board of directors of the Boston
Association were the governor of
Massachusetts, John D. Long,
Helen Hunt Jackson, and
Senator Henry L. Dawes. In
1880, a year after the founding
of the Boston Association, two
organizations were founded in
Philadelphia: First, the National
Indian Association a the
Indian Rights Associati ther
such organizations quickly
followed including the National
Indian Defenser Association and

the Board of Indian
Commissioners, a Quaker
organization. Al of these
organizations were founded
primarily to promote Indian
. legal rights only.
The Boston Indian

Citizenship Association was
responsible for raising
somewhere betweén six and -
seven thousand dollars out of a
goal of ten thousand dollars. The
remaining amount would be
quickly given, if the Association
were to get the endorsement of
the Secretary of the Interior,
Carl Schurz. Helen Hunt Jackson
sent Carl Schurz a letter asking
for hig help to raise the
remaining @mount. Schurz sent
back a flat rejection; he stated
that, “the Supreme Court has
repeatedly decided that an
Indian tribe cannqt sue the
United States or a state in the
Federal Courts.” Schurz then
asked Mrs, Jackson not to use
the money on legal fees, but

attended a lecture by Standing
Bear and Bright Eyes on the
sublect of the wrong done to the
Poncas Indians. Thomas Tibbles,
a proponent of Andian Reform,
Standing Bear and
Bright Eyes to Boston and othbr
cities to get people started
organizing groups that would
promote !ndian rights, Mr.
Tibbles felt that Indians had

rights before the law as any man °

had; he believed that once

Indian rlghts were recognized

the government would be forced
to return lands to the Indisn.
The .Poncas were a small,

‘powerless tribe- that had been
.pushed around by both tha .

Sioux and the federal
government, The original home

of the Poncas was along the.
Missouri River in the area of .

South-east Dakota Territory.
The land that the Poncas were
living on was glven to the Sloux
in the Treaty- o
“raserve, - Of course,

the . ,Sloux_r started

‘Jackson ahd  most
‘" mefbers of the Boston lndlan

{ 1868, 88 8
as the
competition ‘for " land .and ‘food

rather to donate it to iIndian
schools and to support his
Indian policy, namely allotment,
Mrs. Jackson refused. This
exchange between _ Jackson_and _
Schurz led to a running battle*
between the two people; the
battle was not as much over
Schurz’s refusal to help raise a
legal fund, but over Schurz's
policy of allotment.

At this time, most advocates™
of Indian_ rights - favored the
Secretary’s policy of allotment
or- severalty as bfing the only
)gdlans and

The exception to. thi
thumb would be Helen .Hunt
other’

Cltizenship - Association, -

Senator - Dawes,  himsalf, untll
March of 1881, Professor Hagan, .
n' his' book‘i Amerlcan Indians.

Helen Hunt Jackson wrote a
friend on the subject of severalty
in 1881, “infamous severalty
bill..would here, as White Eagle
said of it, ‘plucked the Indians
like a bird™".

Undoubtedly, Mrs. Jackson
and the few others who opposed
severalty did so because of some
knowledge about the failure of
severalty and disastrous effects
that it had upon the Indians of
Southeast in the 1830's. The
idea of land allotnent was
applied® to Cherokees, Creeks,
Choctaws, and Chickasaws, and
very quickly, these tribes were
left landless, through fantastic
frauds. The direct results of
severalty was the “Trail of
Tears”; these now landless tribes
were~removed to the Indian
Territories. White people had
legally succeeded in obtaining
roughly twenty-five million acres
of alloted lands. .

Although .several societies
were organized to promote
Indian legal rights, such as the
above mentioned, other groups
promoted the civilization,
Christenizing, and enculturation
of the Indian. These reformers
were less interested with
whether or not the Indians’ legal
right to the land had been
violated; they felt it their
mission to end the barbarous life
of the Indian. The biggest
obstruction to these reformers
were the Indians’ ideas of
communal ownership,
chieftainship, ang native
religion. The more times that
their programs failed; these
reformers became more and
more determined to destroy
these three ways of Indian life.
The most likely way to achieve_
these results would be a policy
of severalty. Théy feit that
severalty would provide the
incentive that the Indian needed
to improve. The general feeling
was that once Indians received
land, this land would somehow
encourage the Indian to become
a white or at least to act like
one. Reformers who supported
severalty thought that the sale of

- surplus land on reservations was

an important part of the process
to civilize the Indian.

However sympathetic these
reformers weregto Indians, they
generally felt™ the Indian was
inferior, so the sale of
reservation land seemied only
natural. White ownership of
\reservatuon Jand would not only:
be more efficient, but the white
would set an example for the
Indians tJ’ follow, '

the money from land
. sales would help Indians by
being put in school and housing
funds. This, in short, is the
Dawes Severalty 8ill of 1887, It
varied little from the earlier
policy of severalty practiced in
the 1830's and was just as
disastrous for the Indian, '

The Dawes Severalty Act had ‘

one difference from 'its
predecessor. The Indian could.
not dain title to his land for
twenty-five years, showing the’
general attitude of  whites
toward Indians, that the indians
were little -more than children,

.. who waero irresponsible for their

-properties, As Senator Dawes, a

~ champion of the Indian cause,”
‘'said ‘on the Senate floor, "The ..

‘Indian will be an: Indian-as long
~ a8 he lives unless he- is taught'to

" They did ‘have) in the-majority.

work".» By now* it should” be .
obvious that many refo;‘mera of

—

They{wete by and large ignocam '

and intalerant of the Indian,
Helen Hunt-Jackson remained

one of the few teformers in this -

_period 1o oppose severalty and

. the allotment policy of Schurz .

and ithe government, “Mrs,
Jackson continued, despite the
defection of many of her allies,
to uphold true Indian rights. The
most .notable defection of
course, ' was that of Senator
Dawes, Senator Dawes’
defection was motivated by two
things. One was his new found
belief in severalty*and the other
politics. i .

The battle between the
Boston Citizenship Association,
led by Mrs. Jackson, and
Secretary Schurz was -centered
around the policy of severalty.
The Association may have
‘succeeded in: stalling severalty
but, as a result, it had been
damaged by Schurz’s attacks on
it and it had bien alienated {rom
most other reform -movements..

Senator Dawes felt that a
continued baitle between the
‘Boston Indian Citizenship

Association and the government
would only render the
Association hejpless. Dawes took

the opponurjntv of Schurz’s .

retirement from the Department
of Interior tolannounce a truce.
In March 1881, he
announced,an open conflict,
with this new. administration, as
with the last bne, on the Indian
policy, must be avoided if
possible, or e shall be. very
much disabled)”’ .

The result gof Mrs.~ Jackson s
involvement in the controversy
between herself and Schurz was
a committment“to continue 1o
bring the nation’s attention to
the wrongs dorie to the Indians.
Mrs._ Jackson hoped that her
writings would enrage the
populus of the {United States in
to action that WOuld recognize
tndian legal rights as people and
their rights to land. Interestingly
eriough, for all the influencesthat
the exchange |batween Mrs,
Jackson and 'M Schurz had on
Mrs, Jackson, if seems 10 have

Carl Schurz’s dutobiography, hé
not only doeg not mention the
controversy Hut he only makes
one passing reference to having
been the cretary of .‘the
JInterior. As ithe best way to
gcquaint  Americans with the
wrong dong to the Indlans, Mrs,
Jackson decided to write a book,
She wrote to h friend on January
17,. 1880: “I. have done now, |
believe, the | f

had said | wi
become wh

ould never do. | have
1.

"a wo

od|ous thing lin’ lite,

help.it. | feel| as you must haye
felt in the ol abolition days. [

* cannot think |of anythlng else
- from night.to orning...| believe

the time is drtawing near for a
great changel in - our pollcy
toward the Indian,
respects, it seems to e, he is-
really worsa off than the slaves.

of cases good omas, and -they .
were not. much more arbhrarily
controlled than the

st of the thmgs I

ut ] cehnot *

- had very little gn Mr. Schurz, In

have said a -
thousand ti es was the most -

-

In ‘some .

N

an Indian at any time

“He is.‘duly amp
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e so | might lead a lifs of innocence; _
: e From South Daskota -

Indian movements

AP

by Jomes T. Smith -

By e ans pacgle, | know, to talk of Red Power, Red.Power
means we want power over our own lives. Of courss, if our way of

life turns out

to be better, more humln; than yours, that would be your problem. | et
_Not ours. We would never force anyone to live as we do. We never

have.” Thesa words were spoken, not merely to the delegates, but to.
all people, by Vine Deloris Jr. who was the organizerand director of
the 23rd annual Convention of the National Congress of American’
Indians. ' ’

being 'an outgrowth of Black Power, Women's Liberation, Gay

Power, atc. Although simillar in many ways to these movements, the i
Red Power movement is inherently unique, The uneasiness that it

causes is the result of fesr on. the part of white America. Man has
always been afraid of that which is unknown to him. Whnat he does
not know, heawill either conquer and assismilate or. ignore. The
white man.has time and time again chosen to ignore pless for self
determination on the part of Native Americans. The reason is simple.
Attempts (0 conquer and assimilate have miserably failed. :

They have failed because’ the Native American life style is
characteristically different than that of the whites. Consequently, 8
life style composed of different values, practices, beliefs, anc
traditions can not fit into one set in its ways. The white culture,
since the beginning, has relentlessly tried to break this life style
down and make it as objective and inconsistent as their own.
Because this failed, we now turn our backs and ignoe, asking, if not
begging, for more failure,

Understanding the significance of the -Red Power Movement
demands an understanding of the Native American psyche. Indisn.

_poetry is one very important method of attaining this goal. The

“word”’ is of fous importance to all Indian people. N. Scott
Momaday, in his Pulitzer Prize winning novel, Houss Made of Dawn,
makes this point very cleer. The words in these seloctions are simple

and real. They will indicate some of the basic differences between

.the white and. red philosophy toward life. Some of the same basic

differences that are discussed in Dr. John F. Bryde’s booklst, Indisn

Students and Guidance, are found in the following works of art.

DIRECTION
by Alonzo Lopez R
I was directed by my grandfather ’
. Tothé South, - ' o :
30 | might have the courage of the eagle;
To the West, '
50 | might have the wisdom of the owl;
To the North, ‘
s0 | might have the craftiness of the fox;
To the Earth, R :
50 | might receive her fruit; -
To the sky, '

-
L

‘Review, Summer 1969

- The aliegiance ‘to nature, port)ayad by Mr. Lopez, is inherent to

the life style of the Native American. Shockingly apparent to_them /s

the fact that man depends on nature for the means of his existence. .

Ecology is & science, now being studied by white men, which was .
lived and practiced by American Indians for centuries. The earthisa
source of knowledge and wisdom to be explored in all directions.
Indian ancestry, through the word, has passed this message on t0 the
young. So strong is. this allegisnce, that some tribes claim their

The notion of Red Power is passsd off by most whits people &5 * 2

‘Century. of Dishonor’

weré  uprooted, dragged’ and -
_ -pushed to new, inhospitable land--. .
Arnid '

(continued from page 10)

three month study at the Astor
library. She then wrote Century
of Dishonor based on her study.

A contemporary review of
Century of Dishonor that
appeared in the Nation was
highty critical of the book
bacauss it offered no plan of its
yown. The reviewer felt that if

-"Mrs. Jackson could not offer an

aiternative plan. to the
government's policy, she should

" not be so overly critical of Mr.

Schurz and the government. He
then went on to praise the
policy of severalty, “*they must
“either be-supported in idleness,
with the inevitable results. of
idlenessvice, drunkeness and
disease or they must be-taught.
agriculture, herding, and other
modes of. civilized life.” The
reviewer then used the Poncas
Indians .as living proof of the

- wisdom of Mr, Schurz and his
severalty..

‘policy of
Unfortunately, for the Pqncas at

least, they". ‘quickly  became
extinct. .
Despite its poor review,

" Century of Dishonor has been
credited with acquainting many ™

Americans with Indians. This
book became: very widely read’
throughout America. Century of
Dishonoi was, even mentioned in
3 debate in the. United States
Senate. Senator Plumb, from
‘Kansas, said, “about ayéar agoa

book was published which was .

entitiled;Century of Dishonor. It
-purported’ to be an account of
“the nation’s dealings with the

Indians: during the last hundrad -

years and was writtén- by ‘a

Massachusetts lady. The work:

was well done...”

Mrs. “Jackson's* book " traced

the history of the United States’

'dealings-with the Indians_from -
* ‘colonial -times *to 1887. It

showed how thet United States
had  mistreated - the Indians
through broken treaties and an
overall disregard for Indian's

S

“‘agnothercentury, . . - - o
" Mrs. . Jackson's - book ' did

civil and property ri.ght;.uThey_

then - this land was
-systernatically - swindéled away

‘from them with the fedéral .

government the flargest
‘transgressor of . all. 1t showed

“that the .Indians were the first

victims of ' Anglophobia ~or
"domination and subjugation by

the self-appointed superior white
" race. The Hawiians, Filipinos,

and Chinese would - soon
expefience the same phenomena.
While these  latter groups

“eventually overcome. white:
.suppression,~the Indians would -

be forced to endure at least

.arouse much - sympathy for the
_Indians but. little action,

'However, today in the age of
supposed_enlightened populace, -

3

Century of Dishonor can beread.

to see our mistakes of the past,-

‘and hopefully, we ‘tan carry this

image forward, with us so & to
never ‘commit the. ‘mistakes. '

again. Hopefullyl . -«

origins to be in the earth, Even after Chritianity was brought tothe ] .

natives, their god or gods wers sing and danced to in thanksgiving or
request for that which the earth provided. Mr Momadsy provides

 turther evidence in his work, “That harvest, like the der in the
.mountains, is the gift of Godi”’, -~ o

WHAT WORLD WOULD YOU GIVE
- - by Robert Bacon, from The, Warpath
What would you give foraused earth, - . =
A used and sbused Mother Earth. . > .
. Phospliétes flowing in her veins, .- .
Saftgkan pitted by strip-mining. - .
at would you give for 8 used Father Sky,
Sulptiur dioxtde dimming hisgyes. S
Blinded by the burning of Mother Earth, - .-

to light Los Arigeles’ sooty skies. - . -
What can you give to their children the day. -
That:you heve to.face them you have to say,
- 4 vhans-because we killed our pare
- Being proud. ¢ ' robab
understanding why

* Power. Even though

and_oppression, .they .ate
Indianism, . People: such: s
Tecumsehs :

& watched the

.4 - rot, he soon »
»._being' killed off.:The
. statistics. show

he eye could s¢e, the country
utely- blackened- by- enuimerable, - -

e

. ."*‘ = M
| BII"(I‘O herds killed for hide.
o : . . ) : - ek ',-A'A.__,v, o N N .

vawayl The white men ‘were : becoming 100

(continued from pags 9). ... .. _ inumerous and had superior weapons, therefors,
;the" Indian_was:almost fighting ‘a:losing battle;
from.the beginning.. .~ E S

-+ It Is next to impossible for the'civilized man

to realize: the real value -of the buffalo to the

e mrn A e o it

! .
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Government contracted HUD homes are replacing old
housing on Duck Velley Reservation. (Top) New HUD
house.at right to replace old one in trees, the stack of
firewood at left is not a teepee. (left), old housing, (right) - .
_new building. - - . T oot
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