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Wilderness with friends.
He was 44. Born in
Baltimore, Mercer was a
lifelong advocate for
wildlife and wilderness
and was involved with the
Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club, the Sierra Club,
Alliance for the Wild
Rockies and most recently
the Idaho Greens. In 1992
Mercer began his compa-
ny, Back to the Source,
leading clients from all
over the world on trips
into remote areas through-
out the West. He was also
an avid writer.

H. IRVING PIERCE, AA, gen-
eral arts and sciences, ’58,
died Aug. 9 in Boise at age
64. Pierce completed med-
ical school at the
University of Oregon in
1965 and trained in inter-
nal medicine at an Army
medical center in Tacoma,
Wash. He served on active
and reserve duty with the
U.S. Army, retiring as a
colonel in 1991, having
been awarded the
Meritorious Service medal.
Pierce worked for Medical
Oncology and Hematology
Associates in Tacoma until
joining Saint Alphonsus in
Boise in 1999. He also was
the principal investigator
of the Northwest
Community Clinical
Oncology Program.

AMY M. (GRATTON) PRIEST,
BA, communication, ‘99,
died June 8 in Boise at age
28. Priest worked for
Phillip Morris Co. as a ter-
ritorial sales manager. She
had also attended college
in Eugene, Ore.

STEPHEN G. PROVANT,
diploma, general arts and
sciences, '58, died of can-
cer Aug. 16 in Valdez,
Alaska. He was 64. Provant
spent 22 years with the
Environmental Protection
Agency in Alaska and
Idaho. He retired in June
2002 from the Alaska
Department of
Environmental
Conservation as manager
of the Marine Vessels
Section overseeing oil spill
response and contingency
planning. He was the
state’s first on-scene coor-
dinator for the Exxon
Valdez oil spill.

DEBORAH SUE (BLACK)
REED, BA, elementary edu-
cation, ‘92, died July 10 in
Boise after a long battle

with cancer. She was 51.
Reed grew up in Pocatello
and attended Idaho State
University. Recently, she
taught in the Kuna School
District.

DAVID RAY ROESSLER JR.,
BA, criminal justice
administration, ‘78, died
July 2 in an automobile
accident. He was 57.
Roessler’s wife Rose Marie
was also killed in the
crash. David joined the
U.S. Army in 1966 and
served in Vietnam as a hel-
icopter pilot. He received
Purple Hearts, the Bronze
Star and many other
awards. He also served in
Germany and was dis-
charged in 1972 as a cap-
tain. He joined the Boise
Police Department in 1975
while attending Boise
State and retired from the
department as a sergeant
in 2001.

MARY L. SWARDZ, BA,
English, ‘73, died June 5 in
Marysville, Wash., from
complications due to can-
cer. She was 51. Swardz
grew up in southern
California and moved to
Boise in the late ‘60s. She
taught English and French
at Fairmont Junior High in
Boise from 1978-1980. She
later earned her master’s
degree at Leslie College in
Cambridge, Mass., com-
pleting the program with a
4.0 GPA. She relocated to
Marysville in 1985, where
she taught at Lakewood
Middle School.

BETTY (AMOS) THIER-
HAUSE, AA, general arts
and sciences, ‘45, died July
13 in Boise at age 77. A
Boise native, Thierhause
and her husband founded
Meridian Insurance
Agency, which is still in
operation today. She was
the first woman in Idaho
to receive her certified
insurance counselor desig-
nation, which she retained
for more than 30 years.
Thierhause was also
involved with Order of
Eastern Star and was a
lifetime member of the
Boise State Alumni
Association.

JOHN CHARLES TISCHEN-
DORF, BA, communication,
"74, died April 29 in Boise
at age 54. After serving in
the U.S. Coast Guard in the
late "60s, Tischendorf’s
career was in the televi-
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sion industry. He was assis-
tant general manager for
both KIVI and KPVI in
Boise and programming,
promotion and operations
manager for KTVB. He
worked in similar capaci-
ties for stations in
Sacramento and
Albuquerque. He was hon-
ored with Iris, Emmy, CBS
and NAB awards for chil-
dren'’s programming and
educational efforts.

DAVID EUGENE WELLS, AT,
water/wastewater manage-
ment, '93, died July 3 in
Hailey at age 38. Wells
joined the Marine Corps in
1987, and served honorably
with the Second
Surveillance
Reconnaissance and
Intelligence Group in Saudi
Arabia during the Gulf
War. He was active in the
Idaho National Guard in
Hailey. He studied diesel
mechanics while in North
Carolina. After returning to
Idaho in 1991, he worked
as a mechanic in the loco-
motive overhaul division of
Morrison-Knudsen. He had

most recently worked as an
electrician in the Hailey
area.

PETER K. WILSON, an emeri-
tus professor of business,
died Oct. 9 at age 92.
Wilson received his under-
graduate degree from the
University of Illinois, his
law degree from
Northwestern and prac-
ticed law in Illinois for
many years, He served as a
naval intelligence officer
during World War II and
was awarded the Purple
Heart. He relocated to
Boise in the late "60s to
teach business at Boise
State. He was active in
many civic and community
groups, including the Boy
Scouts.

JAMES EUGENE WOOTEN,
BA, sociology, ‘88, died Aug
7 in Boise after a lengthy
illness. He was 39. Wooten
grew up in Twin Falls.

He enjoyed skiing, golf,
fishing and camping. At
the time of his death
Wooten was employed at
Home Depot.

architecture planning » design

Enhancing the
quality of
campus

residential life.

AHUMMEL

HIYTE & T8

Anderson Mason Dale Architects &
Hummel Architects

BOISE STATE
ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION

Contact your Alumni Office by:
Phone: (208) 426-1698

Fax: (208) 426-1005

E-mail: bsualum@boisestate.edu
Home page: alumni.boisestate.edu

Mail: Boise State University Alumni Association,

1910 University Drive, Boise, ID 83725-1035

FOCUS FALL 2002

2785 Bogus Basin Road
Boise, ID 83702
208.343.7523

Volunteers needed to form chapters
Boise State alumni live in all 50 states and
every ldaho county. To create further opportuni-
ties for networking and involvement, the Alumni
Association would like to start alumni chapters
in cities and metropolitan areas where many

alumni now reside.

“Chapters are an exciting way for alumni to
make new friends and stay involved with Boise
State no matter where they may now live,” says
Lee Denker, Alumni Association executive direc-
tor. “There is a connection to Boise State that is
shared by all of our alumni regardless of their
current location.”

Active alumni are needed to form chapters in
cities in Idaho and elsewhere. Call Denker at
(208) 426-1698 regarding chapter development.

Honor a friend or colleague

The Alumni Association seeks nominations for
the 2003 Distinguished Alumni Award. Each year
up to four alumni are selected to receive this
award that recognizes a record of career or per-
sonal accomplishments. Nomination forms are
available online at alumni.boisestate.edu or by
calling 208-426-1698. The deadline is Jan. 15,
2003. Awards will be presented at the annual
Distinguished Alumni & Top Ten Scholars
Banquet on April 23, 2003.
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Lifetime Members — Each month more and more alumni

choose to carry Boise State with them for life. Listed below in order of

graduation date are alumni and friends who purchased lifetime

memberships in the Alumni Association during June-August 2002. Join them
and many athers in bec |_||'r'|i|'1}gI a lifetime member. For detai|s, visit

alumni.boisestate. edu or call (208) 426-1284.

Britt Vanshur, Boise, ‘96

Tammy Allgood, Twin Falls, "g9
Annette Gloria Magee, Boise, ‘99
Ron Alexander, Boise, ‘02
Deanne Alexander, Boise

Kelli Deblasio, Boise

Karen Dyer, Boise

Kathryn LaTour, Auburn, Ala.
Dan Peterson, Yakima, Wash.
Larry Polowski, Boise
Shauna Wilson, Boise

Robert Mousaw, Idaho Falls, '74
Gary Dyer, Boise, ‘78

Patrick Sullivan, Boise, ‘79

Bob Maloney, Twin Falls, 83

Shelly A. Bedke, Boise, ‘88

Vince Derig, Boise, '88

Carrie Tucker, Boise, '89, ‘74
Rebecca Fredericks, Boise, ‘g1
Nicole Densmore, Woodstock, Ga., '92
Becke Lynne Barnes, Meridian, ‘93
Justin Boyer, Covington, Wash., ‘94
Lisa Derig, Boise, ‘g5

Homecoming honors
Golden Graduates

A new tradition began at Homecoming
on Oct. 5 when 10 Golden Graduates of the
class of 1952 were honored at a halftime cer-
emony. In addition to routing the Hawaii
Warriors 5831,

\

Homecoming was cel- -

ebrated with numer-

ous festivities includ-

ing a reception and - i

concert by the Beach Y :
£ ¢

.o\

Boys, a downtown
street festival and the
“Boise State Pride

Worldwide” parade.
President Charles and
Sally Ruch served as
grand marshals.

Top, the Homecoming parade celebrated “Boise State
Pride Worldwide.” Above, original Beach Boys Mike

Love, left, and Bruce Johnston, right, backstage with
Alumni Association executive director Lee Denker and
his wife, Julie. Below, the “Golden Graduates” of 1952.

President’s Message

By Robin Denison, President
Boise State Alumni Association

In August Dr. Ruch announced his retirement
plans after 10 years as Boise State University’s
president. Consequently, the State
Board of Education is in the
process of soliciting and screen-
ing applicants to lead Boise State
University in the 21st. century. I
am proud that the Alumni
Association’s immediate past
president Mark Dunham has
been selected for membership on
the screening committee that will
make recommendations for Dr.
Ruch’s replacement to the board.
Many of you know Mark and
know that he is an unwavering and courageous
advocate for Boise State, its alumni and its stu-
dents. I am confident of Mark’s representation on
the screening committee, and thank him for his
continued willingness to serve.

As the university and the State Board of
Education begin the process of finding and
hiring a president who will protect and
advance Boise State’s interests, the uni-

versity still faces many challenges.

Those challenges include receiving

adequate funding for academic and

other programs, fostering an environ-

ment in the business, media and leg-

islative arenas in which Boise State’s
contributions to the community and
the state are recognized; and redressing
perennial equity issues for the state’s
largest higher educational institution. Many
thanks to Dr. Ruch for his commitment to Boise
State and his efforts to achieve those goals during
his tenure.

I, like you, wish the State Board of Education
well in selecting a thoughtful and effective leader
for Boise State. However, we all share a responsibil-
ity to advocate for the university and its interest on
whatever level is available to us and there is much
that you can do to help as a Boise State alum.

I urge you to contact your state legislators and
speak with them specifically about equalizing fund-
ing for Boise State University.

I also urge you to contact the Governor’s Office
and express the importance of Boise State being
represented equally and effectively on the State
Board of Education and in other areas of impor-
tance to the university. You can find the name and
contact number for your area-specific legislator at
wwwa2.state.id.us/legislat/. The Governor’s Office
can be contacted by telephone at: (208) 344-2100
or in writing at: Office of the Governor,

700 W. Jefferson, 2nd Floor, P.O.Box 83720,

Boise, ID 83720-0034.
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