






















































































as Project Haiti, this 4-year
:,illi!:: :PI!OIIralll at Saint ArJ provides 
-blbdiclil e'\uipment and 

for Pere DamieD staff in 10-
., to three-week increments twic:e a 

.. Before we this program, the 
bad no medical technology. 

no pharmacology and no ........ 
radiology," says Barb 
Tomasini, a Saint Al's 
radWJogy specialist and 
a 1992 Boise State grad-

-- it1CiudeJI TOIIl8SID1. psycbofOgy professor Muk 
SrioiW $ad Boise State graduates 1ohil 
Burch 78, znecliW technology. Paul 
Cbnstensen '96 nursmg Laune 
Koga 83, radiology Bob McCrae 
71, b1story secondary 8ild 
Gordon Stokes, '71, electronics. 

volunteers witneased 
leaps aJld bo:Uii48 in the care 
Oamien provides. 

"These people have plans for the 
future," says Burch. who trained a 
Haitian technologist in microbiology 
procedure. "We've helped provide 
some degree of hope fOf them.'' 

Snow provided hope and aid in a 
different way. lle collected data on 
psychological characteristics of volun
teers and children in the orphanage. 
''Some of volunteers get so they 
can never fUit¢tion in their own 
homes again," he says. "One girl from 
Connecticut said she would volunteer 
as lofig as they would let her. Sbe felt 
Haiti was the only place she could 
make any kind of impact." 

uate in radiology man
agement. "They were 
suffering from extremely 
primitive health care." 

Saint Al's responded 
immediately. The first 
team, which included 
Boise State alumni Ted 
Ryan, an emergency 
medical technician. and 
registered nurse Pam 

Tomasini, above. and Lori 
Koga, left. were among 
Boise State alumni who vol
unteeredfor Project Haiti. 

Snow went back to Haiti with a psy
chiatrist and medicines for some of the 
orphaned children who were 
nosed as psychotic. 

Recent teams established a radiohr 
gy department, thanks to donated 
machines from Saint AI'S. Tomasini 
launched the department in l998 aftet 

Bromley, visited Haiti for a week in 1995 and found Pere Datnien 
in dire need. The hospital had almost no medical equipment, few 
supplies and an undersized staff. 

"It was pretty depressing," says Ryan, who earned an associate's 
degree in nursing and later a master of business administration 
degree from Boise State. "But it was uplifting at the same time. 
They were trying to do so much with very little equipment and 
poor facilities." 

Along with getting a feel for the hospital's situation, the first 
medical team also found the hotel-turned-hospital needed all sorts 
of support and improvements. 

And much of the work did not require the team members' med
ical expertise. Any one of the volunteers could be found unloading 
supply bags, stocking shelves or cleaning equipment or facilities. 

"We all had work outside of our professional areas,'' says 
Tomasini, who has made three trips. "Down there, it was each per· 
son's responsibility to do whatever work was needed." 

After the first team reported back, Saint Al's began sending 
groups twice a year with dozens of bags of supplies and a little 
more technological support each time. 

"We evaluated the facilities and infrastructure to see what we 
coUld provide," says Project Haiti chairman Roy Ellsworth, a 
retired ophthalmologist who is currently enrolled in Boise State's 
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witnessing the people struggle to get X-rays. 
"One young boy needed an X-ray right away to deternrine what 

was wrong," says Tomasini. "So they loaded him into the bed of an 
old pickup, and with his mother holding an IV bottle, we drove 
over bumpy roads for 90 minutes to the closest facilities." 

Pere Damien has since added ultrasound, which Koga imple
mented this past February. 

Koga says the Haitian children have incredible pain tolerance. 
and despite their maladies, had smiles and thank-yous for the aid. 
"They're just happy to receive any care at all. This experience 
changed me so much. The Haitian children I treated gave me so 
much more than I could ever have given them." 

Stokes, a Saint Al's medical imaging service engineer, has been 
on recent trips to keep equipment and electrical facilities in the 
hospital running properly. Without his know·how, staff would have 
had no technical support and may have electrocuted themselves on 
faulty wiring. He admits he was reluctant at first, but after two 
unforgettable trips he says he would do it again. 

"I saw hopelessness in the eyes of people sitting under pieces of 
metal they called home," Stokes wrote via e-mail to FOCUS in 
September. "I saw diseased and malnourished children abandoned 
on the doorsteps of the clinic. But I also saw our team members 
unselfishly give their heart, time and money to thousands upon 
thousands of human souls in desperate need of help." 0 



ATHLETIC ALUMNI RECORD 1 FIRSTS' DURING BUSY SUMMER 
Seven Boise State alumni earned sports 

page headlines last summer for their 
accomplishments. Several 
recorded "firsts" for 
Bronco alumni. They are: 

Basketball player TRISHA 
BADER, the first Bronco to 
earn a spot on a WNBA 
roster, finished the season 
with the Cleveland 
Rockers. She played for the 
Utah Starzz last season. 
Bader was a point guard for 
the Broncos from 1991-96. 

DAVID LEBECK, who played on the Boise 
State golf team from 1990-94 and was an 

All-American in 1993, was 
the first Bronco ever to 
make the cut in the U.S. 
Open golf tournament. 
Lebeck earned $12,060 for 
his 46th-place finish at the 
event, which was held at 
Pinehurst, N.C. 

Also in the WNBA, FRED 
WILLIAMS was the first Boise 
State alumnus to be named 
a head coach when he took 

Bader 

LARRY LEWIS, a linebacker 
from 1977-80 and member 
of the 1980 national champi
onship team, is in his first 
season as head coach at 
Idaho State University. He 
previously served as an 
assistant coach at 

over the Utah Starzz. He played for the 
Broncos in 1977-79. 

Washington State and Weber State. 
ROBERTO BERGERSEN, the 1999 Big West 

Conference player of the year, was taken in 
the second round ofthe 1999 NBA draft by 
the Atlanta Hawks. He was the 52nd play
er selected. He was later traded to the 
Portland Trail Blazers and played on the 
Blazers' summer league team in both Long 
Beach and Salt Lake City. 

ANDREA FOSTER, a history/secondary edu
cation graduate, finished 98th in the 
Hewlett-Packard Laser Jet Women's 
Challenge in June. The race, the longest in 
the world for women, covers 700 miles dur
ing 12 days. Foster, who coaches track and 
field at Bishop Kelly High School, is the 
1998 champion of the Idaho State 
Criterium. 

TRENT JOHNSON, a forward for the 
Broncos from 1974-78, was named head 
coach of the University of Nevada 
Wolfpack men's basketball team. 0 

LOCAL FANS CAN VIEW SOAP OPERA STARRING THEATRE GRAD 
A familiar face has returned to the 

Treasure Valley's television lineup. 
Boise State alum Jay Pickett can be seen 

on Port Charles, a soap opera that airs at 2 
p.m. weekdays on KIVI-TV in Boise. 

The show has been on the air for more 
than two years, but Pickett's family and 
friends only recently gathered enough sig
natures to persuade KIVI to broadcast it. 

Pickett plays Frank Scanlon, a nice-guy
turned-thief after becoming addicted to a 

mind-altering drug. 
Pickett, a 1980 graduate of Valli vue High 

near Caldwell, has several family members 
in the area, including parents Dick and 
Virginia Pickett and brother Dee, the 
world champion calf roper who was a foot
ball star at Boise State in the early '70s. 

Growing up on a farm near Caldwell, 
Pickett has said he knew by the time he was 
10 that he wanted to be an actor. He came 
to Boise State to play football, but instead 

Idaho Foot & Ankle Podiatric Physicians and Surgeons. 

Rebecca A. Smiley-Leis, D.P.M. 
Stanley B. Leis, D.P.M. 

Kerry W. Anderson, D.P.M. 

became hooked on theater. He played 
many leading roles in Boise State theatre 
productions and completed his B.A. in the
atre in 1984. 

Pickett then moved to Los Angeles, 
where he received his master's degree in 
theatre from UCLA. He has since had 
roles in television's China Beach, was a 
guest star on the Rags to Riches series and 
landed a brief role on Days of Our Lives 
before joining the cast of Port Charles. 0 

FOCUS/FAU 1999 45 



.,..,....~w .. :· proJect 
endO~~ tlitdiilS:. votun .. 

ratslll~budgets, staffing and state fUnding at the 
l)eQime Obvious to me that our board is not Jarge enough to 

-~,Pfillh an these Objectives. 
The message is clear. The Alumni Association needs your help to con

tinue the tradition of support at Boise State. 
Our alumni have a long history of giving time and financial support to 

the university. I am asking you to attend an alumni-sponsored event, pay 
your alumni d\les, get involved in a committee or volunteer for one of our 
many community projects. Perhaps you could join or start an alumni 
chapter in the town in which you live or work. 

The university is a very exciting place to be! We may forget that fact 
until we spend some time around students at a sports activity or univer
sity function. 

Please join me and the rest of your Alumni Association in taking an 
active role in moving the association and university to an even higher 
level of success. CJ 

Over 55,000 Distributed!! 

1]~(3[!]() 
MAGAZINE 

Great Reading, Great Ad Rates 
The largest distributed magazine in Boiset the 

Treasure Valley/ and Idaho. 

CALL FoR RAm 
385-0338 
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Alum News 

ALUMNI AMBASSADORS 
The Alumni Association is continuing 

the Alumni Ambassadors program started 
two years ago. Ambassadors represent 
Boise State in their local areas, encourage 
prospective students, talk with legislators 
and assist with area programming. 

Over the past year, Alumni Ambas
sadors have talked with prospective stu
dents at college fairs, represented Boise 
State at presidential inaugural celebrations 
and visited with local legislators about 
Boise State issues. 

"Boise State reaches all across the state 
and the region. It is important for alumni to 
be our eyes, ears and voice in their local 
area," says Bob Davies, executive director 
of the Alumni Association. 

"Our goal is to have at least one Alumni 
Ambassador in every legislative district. 
This is an ambitious goal. However, we 
need to press this forward. The Alumni 
Ambassadors are a key ingredient in many 
of the goals and objectives of Boise State." 

If you would like to become involved, 
contact the Alumni Association. 0 

ALUMNI CENTER 
The Alumni Association is actively pur

suing the purchase or construction of an 
Alumni Center. 

"We want to have a place for alumni to 
come when they visit Boise State- a place 
that can highlight the accomplishments of 
Boise State and its alumni. We envision the 
center as a gateway to the Boise State com
munity," says Bob Davies, executive direc
tor of the association. 

A committee has been formed to investi
gate possible locations for the center. "A 
location close to campus is crucial for the 
success of the Alumni Center," adds 
Davies. 

The center will be funded from private 
sources. To learn more or to make dona
tions, contact Davies at the Alumni 
Association. 0 

Rick's Cafe Americain 
1------ at the Flicks 

• casual Lunch 8 Dinner 7 Days A ~ 
• Wine Bar, Import Beers a Espresso 
• Seasonal Patio a Rreside Seating 
• Or Enjoy Your Beverage a Snad< in One 

of Our Theaters 
Downtown Boise • 342-4222 
(End of 6th St off Myrtle St) 
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