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• First library designated as the Idaho State Library. 

• Established in 1869. 



• 1890 statehood population: 88,500 people. 

• Formed by the Columbian Club of Boise in 1899. 

• Brought culture and education to 51 settlements in Idaho 

territory. 

• “This system of disseminating literature is one of the best things 

ever established in Idaho.” Idaho Statesman article, March 7, 

1903. 



• Founded during 1901 Idaho Legislative Session. 

• Created with an annual operating budget of $3,000. 

• Columbian Club turned over library to the new State Library. 



 



• By the 1920s, every major city in Idaho and many smaller 

communities boasted a library. 

• Ten of those were built with Carnegie grants between 1903 

and 1914: Boise, Caldwell, Idaho Falls, Lewiston, Moscow, 

Mountain Home, Nampa, Pocatello, Preston, and Wallace. 



• Member of Columbian Club that launched traveling library. 

• Reporter and Society Editor for the Idaho Statesman for over 30 

years. 

• “Something of a social arbiter for the capital city” 

 

 

 

 

 



• Salary was $50 per month. 

• One of Idaho’s first women to serve as state school 

superintendent. 

• Taught at Boise Central School. 

• Part of Boise’s high society, name appears frequently in Society 

page of Idaho Statesman. 

• Extensive traveler. 

 

 



 



• First term as State Librarian. 

• Started at Idaho State Library in 1903. 

• ‘Petticoat governor of Idaho” 

 



• State population: 326,000 residents. 

• Tax-supported public libraries had been established in 12 

cities. 

• Nearly every school district had a school library. 

• Idaho State Library had over 12,400 volumes. 



• Salary was $50 per month. 

• Travelled throughout Idaho visiting library stations and 

promoting library services. 

• 158 library stations in the state traveling library.  



• Second term as State Librarian. 

• Expanded Free Traveling Library System. 

• Created a single loan system in 1914. 

• Established the Idaho State Library Association in 1915. 



• Chose to be State Librarian when Democrats won election in 

1917. 

• Traveling library supplied 234 stations with cases. 

• Created route map for state traveling library. 

• During World War I, gathered thousands of books and shipped 

them to soldiers overseas. 

 



 



• Third term as State Librarian. 

• Salary was $125 a month. 

• 118 library stations using the  

    traveling library. 

• Over 4,000 borrowers were using  

    the single loan system. 

• Idaho population in 1930:  

    over 445,000 residents.  



• Librarian at Caldwell Carnegie Library 1914-1919 and 1930-

1932. 

• Catalogued over 14,000 books and began use of Dewey 

Decimal System and card catalog at Idaho State Library. 

• President of ILA 1933-1934. 

• Wrote library development plan for Idaho. 

 



• Began library career as a page at Boise Public Library. 

• Professionally trained librarian. 

• Oversaw Idaho’s first library education program that began in 

1938 under Bedford. 

• Budget cut by 33% and staff cut in 1939. 



• Grace MacDonald Bell, 1942-1943 

• Mabel Jose Adamson, 1932-1944 

• Zada Lea Wines, 1944-1947 

• Idaho State Library was in a  

   holding pattern during the 1940s. 

• Budget cut to $14,000 a year. 

• Few books purchased.  

• Idaho Librarian debuted in 1945. 

 



• Fourth term as State Librarian. 

• Opened Book Shop and Loan Library in Boise. 

• Historian at Idaho State Historical Society. 

• Served in this role until death in 1952. 

 



• 1950 state population: 588,637 residents. 

• Idaho State Library moved to the basement of the Idaho State 

Historical Society’s Museum in Boise. 

• Idaho State Library Association, now the Idaho Library 

Association, reorganized and actively worked on legislation. 

• Issues of the Idaho Librarian resumed publication with Eli Oboler 

as editor.  



• One of first women pioneer commercial photographers in Idaho.  

• Idaho State Library now under the governance of the State 

Library Board of Trustees.  

• First librarian in Idaho to receive state retirement benefits when 

she retired in 1963. 



• First professionally trained state librarian since Walter 

Lockwood. 

• State Library Board provided budget of $35,000 to build 

library collection, buy films and projectors, and purchase the 

first library bookmobile. 

• Idaho State Library Planning Committee created. 

• Library Gems, State Library newsletter, started.  



• “The reason for being of the state library agency is the 

development of public library services.” 1960. 

• Wrote extensively on the un-served and underserved library 

populations in the country.  

• Received ALA’s Lippincott Award in 1978 for his distinguished 

service to the profession.   

 

 



• Started scholarship program for new librarians.  

• Depository for state documents was established. 

• Worked on over 100 projects to build or remodel public library 

buildings in Idaho. 

• “The librarian is the first step in informing decision-makers 

about the needs of the library.”  





• Served longest uninterrupted term of any Idaho State Librarian. 

• Travelled throughout state to visit libraries, meet their staff, and 

learn about the state library system. 

• State Library reorganized in 1984. 

• Served as Continuing Education Consultant after tenure as State 

Librarian. 



• ILA’s Librarian of the Year, 1992 and 2003. 

• Started at Idaho State Library in 1979. 

• Worked with ISL’s Library Development since it started in 1984. 

• Idaho State Library became Idaho State Commission for 

Libraries on July 1, 2006. 



• Head librarian of Idaho State University from 1949 until 1980. 

• President of ILA, 1950-1953. 

• Strongly opposed censorship. 

• ALA award created in his honor, first given in 1986 





• Worked at Idaho State Library 1976-2010. 

• Associate State Librarian 2000-2010. 

• Wrote dissertation on the history of the Idaho State Library. 

• “Looking to the future, if librarians are consistent with what 

they’ve done in the past, they will continue to respond to the 

needs of their customers and provide information using 

whatever the current technologies are.”  



• Gardner Hanks Scholarship Fund created by ILA in 2002. 

• Continuing Education Consultant for ISL from 1989 until his 

death in 2002. 

• Worked on national and state human rights legislation. 

• Prolific writer, including Capital Punishment and the Bible. 



 



• Currently, there are… 

• Public libraries 

• 101 main branches 

• 42 branch libraries 

• 11 bookmobiles 

• 19 Academic libraries 

• Over 700 School libraries 

• 59 Special libraries 

• Idaho population: over 1,500,00 residents. 

 



• Wilson, Richard Arave. The development of the Idaho State 

Library : chronicles and narratives 1901 to 2004. Thesis  

(Ph. D.)--University of Idaho, 2005. 

• Idaho Statesman Negatives Collection, MSS 111, Special 

Collections and Archives, Boise State University 

• Idaho State Library Collections, AR 62 and MS 64, Idaho 

State Archives 

• Columbian Club Collection, MS 356, Idaho State Archives 

• Idaho State Library Newsletters   

• Idaho Commission for Libraries Newsletters 

 



• Jim Duran, Amy Vecchione, and the ILL Department at 

Albertsons Library, Boise State University 

• Staff at the Idaho State Archives 

• Teresa Lipus, Public Information Specialist, Idaho Commission for 

Libraries 

• Robin Stanger, Special Collections and Archives, Eli M. Oboler 

Library, Idaho State University 



• Julia Stringfellow, Archivist/Librarian, Albertsons Library, Boise 

State University 

• E-mail: juliastringfellow@boisestate.edu 

• URL of Presentation: 

http://works.bepress.com/julia_stringfellow/ 
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