


















































































where your career is going? Is the path you're on a fast track or a dead 
end? And what about your income, are you happy with that. Wouldn't you like to feel 
good about what you do? Then you're exactly the kind of person Northwestern Mutual 
Life is looking for. You'd receive the best investment in your future- training. The kind 
no one else can match. The kind you need so you can run your own business. What's 
more you'd represent a company that has the highest possible financial ratings from 
Standard & Poor's, Moody's, A.M. Best and Duff & Phelps. Call Jan Fleck, recruiter, 
at (208) 383-0210 if the road you're on is going nowhere. 
It's time to get on track. 

The Rice Agency 
1555 Shoreline Dr. Suite 210 
Boise, Idaho 83702 The Quiet Company® 
(208) 383-0210 http://www.NonhwestemMutual.com 

For sales career nppon un itil'" 1·800-CAL- NML 

Capital Accounting 

Tax Service 

Income tax preparation • Bookkeeping • Payroll 
Small business & Individual 

Julie Anderson 

1425 S. Roosevelt St. 
ID 83705 

208-336- 251 

RIVERSIDE MANAGEMENT CO., INC. 
Full Service 

Real Estate Management 

Bonded & Insured • Competitive Rates 
Locally Owned 

1425 S. Roosevelt St. 
Boise, ID 83705 
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208-331-9696 
Fax 208-331-9797 

JASON ELLIS HENDRIKSEN and TIFFANY R. SHIELDS, 

(Boise) Jan. 12 
ALAJNA D. RUEB and Donald Robertson, 

(Boise) Jan. 18 
BRIAN CHRISTO TOSHCOFF and Mary Catherine 

Avery, (Tuscaloosa, Ala.) Feb. 15 
DARCI DAWN ERICKSON and John Parley 

Thompson, (Boise) Feb. 22 
DUSTIN DWAYNE EXLEY and TRACY RENEE POWELL, 

(Meridian) March 8 
DAVID JAMES BIRCH and Amy Lynn Campbell, 

(Boise) March 21 
JONI·BEUE KIRKPATRICK and RICHARD BYRON 

SWIFT JR., (Boise) May 2 
RYAN DAVID BUTLER and Janis M. Mohler, 

(Emmett) June 21 

OBITUARIES 
JOHN E. ANDREWS, diploma, general arts and 

sciences, '35, died April13 in Bay City, Mich., 
at age 83. Andrews was personnel director 
of plants with the Chevrolet Division of 
General Motors in Saginaw, Livonia and Bay 
City, Mich. He retired from the Bay City plant 
in 1978. He was active in the Chamber of 
Commerce, United Way and state and local 
budget committees. He served on the boards 
of the American Cancer Society and the Bay 
Medical Education Board. He also was on 
the Bay Osteopathic Hospital board of 
directors. 

MICHAELS. BERMENSOLO, BA, social science, 
'70, died April 27 in Boise. Bermensolo, 52, was 
a member of the Idaho Army National Guard 
while attending BSU. After graduating, he 
joined the U.S. Marine Corps. His flight training 
was at Pensacola, Fla. and Top Gun School at 
Miramar, Calif. He was a flight instructor at 
Pensacola and later at El Toro, Calif. He retired 
from the Idaho Air National Guard with 27 
years of active service in the military. He was a 
pilot for American Airlines based in New York 
at the time of his death. 

JEANEnE ANNA (ROBISON) GIBB, AA, general 
arts and sciences, '41, died Feb. 26 in Boise at 
age 76. Gibb retired in 1985 as a mortgage loan 
officer for Boise Loan and Realty, which later 
became Utah Mortgage Loan Corp. She was a 
member of the Veterans of World War I 
Women's Auxiliary. 

NORMAN ROBERT LADWIG, AA, general arts 
and sciences, '69, died recently in a La Grande, 
Ore., nursing home at age 51. He is survived 
by his son Robert Bjorklund of Cheney, 
Wash. 

JOAN L. NELSON, MA, education/curriculum 
and instruction, '91, died Feb 16 in Boise. 
Nelson, 65, was active in alcoholfdrug educa­
tion, prevention and rehabilitation programs 
and was founder of the Nelson Institute, a non­
profit alcohol! drug outpatient treatment center 
in Boise. She was named a "Distinguished 
Citizen" by the Idaho Statesman in 1989. Nelson 
was working on her doctorate at the time of her 
death. 

JAMES ADOLPH NOONAN, AAS, electronics 
service technology, '90, died April17 in Boise at 
age 31. Noonan was an engineer for Micron 
Technology in Boise at the time of his death. He 
had worked for the company for 13 years. 

TED JOSEPH NYDEGGER, AA, welding and 
metals fabrication, '77, died March 7 in Boise at 
age 69. 



JOHN JOSEPH PONTIER, AAS, culinary arts, '90, 
died March 7 in Boise at age 57. Pontier was 
owner and operator of the first Taco Bell in 
Idaho. 

JAMES "JIM" ROBERT SCHULER, diploma, general 
arts and sciences, '68, died May 12 in Nampa at 
age49. 

JACK HARVEY SMITCHGER, AA, general arts and 
sciences, '48, died March 16 in Montclair, Calif., 
at age 71. Smitchger had worked for Gate City 
Steel in Boise and Sunkist in California. 

KAYE L. STEWART, BA, elementary education, 
'71, died March 14 in Boise at age 57. 

JAMES L VOULEUS, AA, general arts and 
sciences, died Feb. 23 in Boise at age 76. 
Voulelis taught history and political science in 
the Meridian and Boise school districts, 
completing his career at Hillside Junior High 
as a football coach and teacher in 1986. He 
also was a retired master sergeant in the U .S. 
Army. 

RICHARD A. " DICK" WARD, BA, elementary 
education, '70, died April14 in Cottonwood, 
Ariz., at age 53. Ward taught in Idaho and 
Oregon for 20 years before moving to Arizona, 
where he was self-employed. 

CHARLES THOMAS YOUNG, AA, general arts 
and sciences, '53, died Feb. 2 in Parma at age 73. 
Young served in the U.S. Air Force during 
World War II . After the war he worked for the 
National Guard at Gowen Field in Boise. 

MUSIC STARS AT 
SUMMERFEST '97 

SummerFest '97, the Treasure Valley's 
premier outdoor summer music festival, will 
return this July with a lineup of concert band 
and orchestral music under the stars. 

Concerts begin at 8 p.m. Friday and Satur­
day nights July 11-26 at the BSU Centennial 
Amphitheater and at 7 p.m. Friday-Sunday, 
Aug. 1-3 at Brundage Mountain in McCall. 

JULY 11 · 12 - BSU music professor 
Marcellus Brown will conduct the concert 
band in a production of "Great Music for 
Great Stories" featuring music from "Lord 
of the Rings," "Evita," and "Candide." 

JULY 18·19 - Steven Michael Rosen will 
conduct the Summer Fest Orchestra in a pro­
gram of "Classical Favorites for a Summer 
Night, " featuring compositions by Mozart, 
Tchaikovsky and Beethoven. 

JULY 25·26 - SummerFest '97 will con­
clude with Rosen conducting the 
Summer Fest Orchestra in "America's Musi­
cal Moments," featuring selections from 
"West Side Story," and " American Fantasie." 

Season tickets for Boise shows are $22 
adults, $16.50 students, seniors and BSU 
faculty and staff. Single tickets are $8.50 and 
$6.50. In case of bad weather, all concerts 
will be moved to the Student Union. 

Tickets for the Aug. 1 and 2 performances 
in McCall are $7 adults and $4 children 12 
and under. The Aug. 3 show will feature 
Gene Harris and Friends; all tickets are $10. 

Tickets are available at Select-a-Seat. For 
more information, call 385-1766. 0 

LIBERTY 
MUTUAL. 
'fhe freedonz of Libert\! 

is pleased to be a 
corporate sponsor of the 

BSU Alumni Association. 
FoR AuTo & 
HOME INSURANCE 

LIBERTY. 
MUTUAL. -

.. •••••r "dn my viewt a real estate professional combilies 
personal service and sensitivity with expert knovvledge and hard work. I'd 
be proud to apply that degree of professionalism to your needs." Call 
today and experience the satisfaction of working with a realtor who will 
make you "Number One." 

Experience • Attitude • Integrity • Success 

1403 W Franklin St. Boise, Idaho 83702-5097 FAX (208)343-3578 

Repuhlle Mortgace 
* * * * CXOlD~ * * * * 

Sbanna Jl. Wroten 
Loan Ojficer 

~ 
EOUALI-OUSiNG 

545 N Benjamin • Boise, Idaho • 1 (800) 259-6510 """"'1\H" 
Office (208) 322-3606 • Pager (208) 887-2628 • Fax (208) 322-3607 
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When she's too mad for flowers, 
but not mad enough for diqmonds, 

try symphony tickets. 

For information about season tickets, call 344-7849. 
Concept by Williams & Rockwood 

Capital 
Educators 

Founded 
1936 

THIS CREDIT UNION IS 
FEDERALLY INSURED BY THE 

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION 
ADMINISTRATION FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 

Serving the financial needs of 

Boise State 
University 

employees, students, 
alumni and 

their familks! 
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THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE YOU 

MAIN OFFICE 
7450 Thunderbolt Drive 

(Corner Franklin & Cole) • Boise, Idaho 

PARK CENTER 
500 E. Highland 

(Corner Park Center Blvd. & Highland) • Boise, Idaho 

McMILLAN 
12195 McMillan 

(Comer McMillan & Cloverdale) • Boise, Idaho 

CALL US FOR INFORMATION 

377-4600 
800-223-7283 Odaho) 

ALUM ASSOCIATION 
NAMES LEADERS 

JIM DAVIS, '75, has been elected president 
oftheBSU Alumni Association for the 1997-
98 year. Davis, a Boise attorney, has served 
on the association's board of directors for 
seven years. 

In his acceptance speech, Davis stated, 
"Externally we are going to continue the 
successful course Pat Sullivan started and 
Anne Glass so ably raised to new levels. 

"We will focus on increasing alumni par­
ticipation in association events and the 
number of dues-paying members. Internally, 
we are going to review the way we conduct 
our business. 

"We will ask ourselves why we are doing 
what we are doing and is there a better way. 
And I would like to see more ethnic and 
geographic diversity on the board of direc­
tors to more accurately reflect our alumni 
base." 

Boise physician DR. MICHEAL ADCOX, 

'81, is the new first vice president and 
president-elect. For the last three years he 
has chaired the Alumni Scholarship Com­
mittee. 

MICHELLE (MORRISON) KELLER, '71, will serve 
as second vice president. Keller is employed 
by the State Liquor Dispensary in Boise. She 
has served as treasurer and secretary for the 
association. 

JOEL HICKMAN, '79, is the newest member 
of the executive board and will serve as 
secretary. Hickman has served on the board 
of directors for two years. He served as co­
chairman of Auction '97. 

Other board members are: Candi Allphin, 
Susan Bakes, Connie Bunch, Nick Casner, 
Robin Denison, Mark Dunham, David 
Eichmann, Layne Hepworth, Carol Hoidal, 
Jeanne Lundell, Kip Moggridge, Dave Ober, 
Bruce Parker, Pat Reilly, Mike Reynoldson, 
J effRussell, Doug Shanholtz, Roland Smith, 
Lynnette Townsend and Deanna Watson. 

Alumni chapter representatives are 
Emmett Brollier, Magic Valley, and Gregg 
Alger, College of Business and Economics. 

Other representatives are Mike Bessent, 
Past Presidents' Council; Peter Richardson, 
BSU Foundation; and Bob Madden, Bronco 
Athletic Association. 0 

THE LINES ARE OPEN 
Contact y,out Ah#iini Offic~J't~ 
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alumni 
MAIL: Boise Statec University Alumni 

A~tiatibn~ 1"910 University Drive, 
B9i$e; ld:abo :s~2s. a 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
By James J. Davis, President 
BSU Alumni Association 

The history of Boise State University includes the 
individual stories of more than 53,000 alumni and 
former students. Written histories of universities typi­
cally include the development of the campus and the 
persons principally responsible for that development. 
The complete history cannot be told, however, without 
considering the intertwining stories of the university 
and its students. As students, we added something to 
Boise State University's history. In turn, the education 
we received and the experiences we shared enhanced 

1 our own histories. 
While at Boise State, many of us were profoundly 

affected by an event, a class, a faculty member, or 
another student. Some of us met our spouses at BSU. 
Others formed friendships or started careers which have lasted a lifetime. 

Annually at the alumni-sponsored Top Ten Scholars and Distinguished Alumni 
awards ceremony, I am reminded of the importance of this university and its mission 
to each of us. During the ceremony the honored students and alumni describe the 
impacts their time at Boise State University had on their lives. Each of them describes 
how they were "touched" by their BSU experience and how each has become a 
stronger, better person because of it. The top ten scholars and distinguished alumni 
-who include doctors, movie directors and presidents of international companies­
attribute their successes to the education they received and the experiences they 
enjoyed while at BSU. 

Each and every one of our alumni, like the top ten scholars and distinguished 
alumni, has a story to tell- something that happened at BSU that added to our own 
histories. The event may have been simple, but nonetheless had a significant impact. 
I remember an impressionable young man fresh from high school, an average student, 
taking a summer class on political theory. One day after class he was invited to have 
coffee with the professor and another student. The other student happened to be the 
young man's favorite high school teacher. Imagine an 18- or 19-year-old student 
critically discussing the day's lecture and sharing ideas on political theories with his 
former high school teacher and the professor. The event, as simple as it was, was a 
turning point for the young man. He learned his ideas were valid. He became 
acquainted with the professor who became his adviser. The event triggered the young 
man with average grades to graduate magna cum laude. 

As your new Alumni president, I look forward to the coming year. I am proud of my 
education at Boise State University, the role the university has played in my history, 
and the current direction our university is headed. Your alumni association would like 
to know your BSU history. Did you have an experience at Boise State University that 
made a positive impact on your life? Please write and tell us about it. BSU's history 
can only be completed with your story. 0 
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Rick's Cafe Americain 1------ at the Flicks 

• Casual Lunch 8 Dinner 7 Da.JoS A Week 
• Wine Bar, Import Beers a Espresso 
• Seasonal Patio a Fireside Seating 
• Or Enjoy Your Beverage a Sna<k in One 

of Our Theaters 
Downtown Boise • 342-4222 
(End of 6th St. off Myrtle St) 
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Alum News 

NEW ALUMNI CHAPTER 
The College of Business and Economics 

Alumni Chapter has been formed under the 
guidance and leadership of GREGG ALGER, 
'89, PHIL BARTLE, '89, LAURA KUBINSKI, '87, 
KIMBERLY LAMBERT, '95 and KIRK SMITH, a 
professor of marketing and finance. The 
chapter was developed to support the col­
lege, its alumni and the university. 

The new chapter has developed three 
standing committees: education, social and 
Homecoming. If you are interested in par­
ticipating, please call the Alumni Office, 
(208)385-1698. 

CYBERSPACE ALUMNI 
BSU Alumni Association information is 

now available on the World Wide Web. 
To access the Alumni Association home 

page, use the Alumni link from Boise State's 
home page (http://www.idbsu.edu). There 
are many new features on the Alumni page, 
including a chat line. 

HOMECOMING '97 SLATED 
Join other alumni in "Seventh Heaven" 

Oct. 6-11 as Boise State University celebrates 
its traditions and history during Homecom­
ing week. 

The Alumni Association will be hosting 
many events during the week, including a 
reunion for the classes of '37, '47, '57, '67 
and '77. 

A special reunion will also be held for 
Lyle Smith's first football team. If you were 
a member of the '47 Bronco football team, 
plan on attending the 50th anniversary re­
union on Friday, Oct. 10. 

If you would like to help with reunion 
activities or participate in other Homecom­
ing events, or need further information, call 
the Alumni Office, (208)385-1698. 0 

CAl! FOO RATES 

P.~. QUINN &COMP;~ 385..()338 
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BSU Distinguished Alumni Award winners, from left, Merle Wells, Preston Hale and Ralph 
Peterson have contributed greatly to their communities through their work. 

3 ALUMS EARN 'DISTINGUISHED' AWARD 
Among them they lead one of the nation's 

largest engineering firms, develop businesses 
in a leading Western city, and educate the 
public about Idaho's history. 

These three are the recipients of the 1997 
Distinguished Alumni Award given annu­
ally by the BSU Alumni Association. At the 
Top Ten Scholars and Distinguished Alumni 
banquet in April, they shared memories of 
their college days and the faculty who helped 
them write the opening pages of their suc­
cess stories. 

"I owe a great debt to this university ... I 
was helped by a lot of great faculty," said 
RALPH PETERSON ('65), chief executive officer 
at CH2M Hill headquarters in Denver. 

Peterson recalled the outstanding student 
award he received from CH2M Hill his final 
year at Boise College. Thanks to that award, 
Peterson and the company got to know each 
other. Now, more than 30 years later, 
Peterson has helped develop CH2M Hill 
into a global giant that operates with 7,000 
employees on six continents. 

In addition to his corporate responsibili­
ties, Peterson has served as the industry co­
chair for the Clinton administration's Tech­
nology for a Sustainable Future Initiative. 

PRESTON HALE ('33), was among the hand­
ful of students who selected the colors and 
mascot for Boise Junior College during its 
first year. 

"Five of us sat on the lawn in front of St. 
Margaret's Hall. It took us all of 10 minutes 

to decide ... it was just that easy," he said of 
the far-reaching decision to select blue and 
orange colors and a Bronco mascot. 

Hale later moved to Reno, Nev., where he 
became one of the early developer/entre­
preneurs who transformed the city into a 
major metropolitan area. Hale has helped 
the community attract new businesses as 
well as beginning several of his own. He has 
received several awards for his accomplish­
ments, including Distinguished Nevadan and 
Reno's Business Leader of the Year. He is a 
member of Nevada's Business Hall of Fame 
and serves on the board of the Smith 
Kettlewell Eye Research Foundation in San 
Francisco. 

MERLE WELLS ('39) was influenced by BJC 
President Eugene Chaffee, himself a histo­
rian. "My whole academic and professional 
career was organized by Gene Chaffee ... 
that is how consequential his guidance was," 
said Wells of his role model. 

Wells, once a college history professor in 
Idaho and Pennsylvania, founded the Idaho 
State Archives and became known as Idaho's 
preeminent historian. Thousands of people 
have come to know Idaho's history through 
Wells' 15 books and more than 100 articles. 
Wells was the guiding force behind Idaho's 
historical marker program that notes impor­
tant sites on virtually every highway in the 
state. In 1972, he oversaw the opening of the 
state historical library. Wells retired as state 
archivist in 1986. 0 



Re/Max International & Re/Max Executives Relocation & Referral Services 
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BEHIND THE MASK 

OF AN ORDINARY CHILD. 

A SLIGHT DIFFERENCE. 

A WAY OF PERCEIVING. 

A JOY OF EXPRESSION. 

VISUAL AWARENESS. 

WHISPERS OF AN INNER 

VOICE MUTED BY THE 

CONFORMING NEED FOR 

ACCEPTANCE. 

CHOOSING THE MOMENT. 

TAKING HIS HAND. 

SHOWING HIM A GLIMPSE OF 

HIS INNER GIFT. 

RETREATING 

AS THE POWER OF DISCOVERY 

REVEALS TO HIM THE 

MAGNITUDE OF HIS 

POTENTIAL. 

H ELPING HIM TO: 

CELEBRATE THE GIFT, 

DEVELOP HIS VISION, 

BECOME AN INDIVIDUAL. 

At First Security Bank, we alute all of the heroes who, 
in the course ol an ordinary day, m ake an extraordinary difference 


