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Thursday, February 16, 2017 - 6 PM

FREE and Open to Public ¢ Boise State Student Union Building, Simplot Ballroom
Reception following with no-host bar and appetizers * Free parking

For free reception tickets please email ideaofnature@boisestate.edu. Visit scholarworks.boisestate.edu/ideaofnature
for information about free parking, or to view and download lectures.

Deliberate Living: The Challenge of Walden
in the 21st Century

Laura Walls
Willliam P. and Hazel B. White Professor of English and Professor of
History and Philosophy of Science, University of Notre Dame

Thoreau’s Walden remains one of the most-read and most-taught classics of American
literature, yet it remains one of the most challenging of books. Why did Thoreau go to
the woods? What did he learn there? And why didn’t he stay? These questions puzzled
Thoreau himself, and his quest to compose answers that would bear the full weight of his
life and thought led to the publication of Walden—which in turn led him to reach beyond
his local audience and down the generations to us, today. Thoreau was a prophet as well
as a naturalist and poet, and now that we live in the future he most feared, his call to live
“deliberately” seems more urgent, and more difficult, than ever.
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