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Checking In



Checking In

The act of 
electronically 
announcing 

your presence 
at a destination 



Location-based applications

use internet-connected mobile 
devices’ geolocation capabilities



Number of Users

Facebook
FourSquare
Loopt
My Town
Google Latitude
BrightKite
Gowalla
SCVNGR



Number of Users

FourSquare
Loopt
My Town
Google Latitude
BrightKite
Gowalla
SCVNGR



Quiz…

How many of you are “checking in?”





Where are you the mayor?





Why?

Instant 
gratification

Rewards, 
discounts, 
freebies

To be seen

To let friends 
know where 

you are
Just because

Camaraderie

We learn 
from games







Quiz…

My library has a presence on…



Why we chose SCVNGR
Facebook Places Foursquare SCVNGR

Ease of use High High Very good

Set up Difficult to claim 
library venues

Difficult to claim 
library venues

Easy to claim 
library venue and 
build on that

Tech support Not responsive to 
.edu

Especially 
responsive to .edu

Level of users 
engagement 

High High Can earn points to 
make your own 
challenges

http://www.scribd.com/doc/48978436/Location-based-tools-comparison



Pronounced 
“scavenger” 



Users 
download 
a free app



Builders 
need to 

apply for 
an account 



features

• Treks are built of 
individual challenges

• Check-in to get points

• Bump phones for a 
social check-in

• Users can become 
builders by gaining 
points



Video

2 minutes to build a challenge



Case Studies

OSU and BSU 



Valley Library
Oregon State University

Using 
SCVNGR for 

international 
student 

orientation 









A popular gathering place



Students are choosing smart phones



INTO is social 



On the iPad



On the iPad On the iPhone



Rewards 
Promotional Library T’s

Coffee shop gift certificate



Quiz

Audiences & Partners



Why we 
think 

they’ll like 
it

Own 
smart 

phones

Fun

Easy

Library 
is new 

to them

Share 
tips

Can do 
as a 

group



Albertsons Library
Boise State University

Using 
SCVNGR for 

Bibliographic 
Instruction













Why 
They 
Like It

Fun

EasyShare 
tips









The original trek



Student created trek



Kim Leeder, Assistant Professor/Librarian, Liaison to 
English, Theater Arts, and Environmental Studies.



A viral challenge



A viral challenge



Have you left any tips or reviews on any 
geolocation social networking app? 



You can engage with users 



What 
We’d 

Change

Moving 
Challenges

Editing 
Places

Place 
defaults to 

Boston

Make it 
more 

private







Questions?



Amy Vecchione
Assistant Professor/Librarian
Boise State University
@librarythinking
amyvecchione@boisestate.edu

Margaret Mellinger
Associate Professor/Librarian

Oregon State University
@ultravioletbat

margaret.mellinger@oregonstate.edu
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