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Reflection

This semester has been my first experience with the service learning program . |
gained knowledge and insight into real students, and their struggles to succeed in school.
y time with the students at Whittier elementary also gave me a new perspective of the
ommunity in which we live. | had some difficulties along the way, but the successful
oments were worth every second. | feel that | gained priceless knowledge that will

elp me as a future English teacher.

Spending time with these students made me realize that thirty minutes a day can

ake all the difference 1n students’ successes. Sometimes all a student needs 1s a little
extra attention. I’m glad I could be one of the people that gave them the little boost they
eeded. The students in the S.C.O.R.E. program are at-risk for reasons undisclosed to
olunteers. Some of the reasons were more obvious than others, but to me It was
mportant not to focus on their at-risk label but to get to know the student as a person. It

as Important to establish a connection with the students in order to best help them. |
eel the this experience was important for my future teaching profession. Without this
experience | feel like | would be unprepared to work with at-risk students.

This experience wasn’t easy. I struggled to help some students with their work.
Sometimes their behavior prevented me from helping them, other times they were
emotionally unstable, all | could do in these situations was to try my best to help them
Ith their work and turn the external distractions off. That Is, of course, easier said than
done.

My time at Whittier elementary gave me a different view on our community as a
hole. The community struggles were more apparent at Whittier elementary, but |
magine at any school | will see similar struggles. It is important to know about these
struggles, and accommodate everyone in the classroom as best as you can.

One way to improve this program is to increase teacher involvement. Teachers
ertainly have their work cut out for them , but a little more direction would make all the
difference In helping these students. | think the program is great, but we could help even

ore If their teachers gave the students more specific objectives to complete during our
Ime with them.




