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FOREWORD AND DEDICATION 

The halls are no longer the place of "between-class" confusion; empty chairs 

are scattered through classrooms; the campus misses the innumerable knots of 

chattering students that were an intrinsic part of the school scene; even the 

Union experiences a lull in the wake of the noon-hour rush. This is a picture 

of B.J.C.- wartime- 1944. And to this picture of the small college, carrying on 

despite the manner in which war has affected its very foundations, we dedicate 

this Les Bois of 1944. 

What does "carrying on" mean in connection with the small school? It 
means a depleted student body; it means courses being discontinued because 

of the lack of sufficient faculty; it means the curtailing of those social and 

athletic activities that the college student has a right to expect; it means that in 

the face of all these obstacles some semblance of normal education must evolve. 

Yes, sacrifice is involved. But ask the student of the small institution, and he 

will tell you that these sacrifices are far outweighed by the compensations 

resulting from close associations with teachers and other students, from satis

faction resulting in mutual striving for an end, from the ingenuity involved in 

planning a satisfactory social program for a group of healthy coeds. 

The big job involved in this "carrying on," though, is that of retaining and 

promoting a high standard of liberal education. The boys we know are defend

ing, among other things, the right to a higher education, and when an institution 

closes its doors, it somehow fails to back up the faith of those boys. They'll be 

back- and they'll want to start again from where they left off. We'll be ready 

for them when that time comes. 

The small colleges are fighting this war just as surely as if they were out 

on the front lines- words, ideals, knowledge are the weapons. The students 

are armed with these weapons so they will be adequately prepared to take 

part in building and leading tomorrow's peaceful world. 
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