
Old Idaho State Penitentiary Historic Site 

The Idaho State Historical Society maintain the old Idaho State Penitentiary site 

off Warm Springs Avenue in southeast Boise. Last year, the Old Pen had approximately 

64,000 visitors.23 The site includes multiple buildings and many permanent exhibitions. 

At several locations at the site, there are also temporary exhibitions, though this has not 

been a regularly planned occurrence.  

Visitors Services Coordinator, Amber Beierle has offered two locations for the 

possible presentation of this exhibit. The first is located in the Administration Building at 

the Idaho Pen site. This room, pictured in the diagram below, is the permanent site for a 

video that plays regularly for visitors to the site. The room is filled with chairs and a large 

projector screen to fit this purpose. The allotted space for any exhibition is small, at the 

back of the room. To fit the space, the exhibition would have to primarily be posters or 

other content hung from the wall. This room is ideal for the inclusion of any artifacts 

because it is temperature controlled.  The second location is known as the Trusty Dorm. 

This small building provides a much larger space for a possible exhibition, however, the 

building is not temperature controlled, and thus no historical artifacts could be used.  

If actually produced, the exhibition on this oral history project on the Boise Police 

Department would ideally include some sort of audio or listening component. There are 

several ways to do this. First, some sort of listening device could be provided on site. For 

example, a small listening stations with individual pairs of headphones or there could be 

some sort of audio projection that plays the audio recordings out into the entire room. 

Each of these techniques has certain pros and cons, and the final source of audio cannot 
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Figure 15: On the right is a glass display case for permeant exhibition artifacts at the Idaho Black 
History Museum. There are two of these display cases inside the main exhibition space.    
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Figure 16: A view of the main exhibition space inside the Idaho Black History Museum, taken from the 
front entrance. On the right are the permanent exhibitions. On the left is a temporary exhibition on 
arrest rates in Ada County.  
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Figure 17: A view of the main exhibition space inside the Idaho Black History Museum, taken from the 
center of the room. On the left are the permanent exhibitions. On the right is a temporary exhibition on 
arrest rates in Ada County.  
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